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[r-was now the fineſt ſeaſon * the * 855 
year; and the evening calm and delightful, 
invited us to the ſhades of my garden, to ehr 
joy there, the freſhneſs of the breeze. The 
countleſs ſtars which glittered in the firma 8 
ment were refledted by the waters of the Black 
Sea, and the undulation of its waves mur- 
mured gently as the wind ſwept over its trem- 
bling ſurface. Theopha leant upon my am., 
and we -wandered ſilentily through the fra- 
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grantand ſequeſtered walks, winding among 
the aromatic ſhrubs with which the garden. 
abounded. As we loitered along ſcarce in- 
terrupting the ſtillneſs which reigned by the 
ſound of our voices, and obſerving but indiſ- 
tinly, the objects which ſurrounded us; 1 
fancied at different openings among the trees, 
to have eſpied the figure of a man paſſing 
along at a litile diſtance; and was undecided 
whether to ſuppoſe it my ſhadow which ſo.de- - 
ceived me, or one of my ſervants, who ſkulk- 
ing there, endeavoured to eſcape my notice. 
Proceeding on I heard a ruſtling among the 
leaves, as if of ſome one ſhaking the branches 
as he forced a paſſage. I ſtopped - liſtened 
and looked around me but ſtill unable to de- 
telt any perſon, and not being very ſuſpicious, 
I attributed the noiſe to the wind, and walk ed 
on. On a ſudden it became rather cold, and 
ſuppoſing the ruſtling I had noticed to be the 
ſignal of a ſtorm, I propoſed to Theopha to 
haſten to an arbour in which we might ſhelter 
from its effects; Bema with; ware Lemale 
Have following. 

25 "We ITY been ſeated but a ſow moments, 
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when again, a noiſe attracted my attention; | 
Which ſounded as of ſome perſon walking 
flowly at a little diſtance from our retreat. 1 
called Bema, of whom I afked ſome frivolous 
queſtion to conceal my real view, which was 
in calling her, to aſcertain the diſtance ſhe 
was at from is. She had not been on the 


| ſame fide that I had heard the footſteps- 
I began then to think we wete watched by 


ſome incliſereet. petſon: but not willing to 
alarm Theopha, I roſe, under a faigned pres 
tence,” to diſcover ho it was, and entertained 


- no, expeRation of its being any other than 


One of my on houſehold. Unable ſtill to 


ſatisfy my curioſity; I yet rejoined her com- 


poſedly, and the night beginning to advance, 


we returnedto ber apartment without meeting 


any thing in the wall to Ly en to wn 
eonjectures. I 55 


| Hehe not ee bbs wi to Joy | 
aſide my curiosity, when I had conducted 


Theopba inte the bouſe, I determined to Wait 
ſome time at the garden gate, which. was not 
very diſtant, thinking it proper 10 doteg abe 
ſervant Who bad ſo preſumed, and pitiſh his 2 
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4 | THEOPHA. 


temerity. I imagined 1 ſhould myſelf catch the 


gentleman who had followed us, when hefound 
himſelf inclined to return. 1 had not watched 


long at the gate, which was an iron grating, 


by which he muſt of neceſlity paſs, before 1 
perceived à man advancing towards me, and 


though in the dark he perceived me, he could 


eines being diſappointed prevented 
me from telling why I had called them toge- 
er t the SeliQtar ad into my head, 

| I vas 


not diſtinguiſh who I was: he turned ſhort 
round, ruſhed inſtantly into the thickeſt part 
of the A from whence he came, and 


£ 


diſappeared! - : h 1 nls 


I ran directly . him; and calling aloud 
that he might know by my voice who ad- 


dreſſed him, I commanded him to ſtop. 1 
he neither made anſwer, nor obeyed me. 


My reſentment riſing quick I adopted ano- 


ther ſcheme to ſatisfy myſelf ho it was. I 


returned to the houſe and ordered all my ſer= 
vants to be immediately afſembled. They 
were not very numerous; I _ wu ſeven, 


who appeared without delays in hf 
My perplexity was greatly On and 


'THEOPHA- | 1 


1 was indignant at this treachery of which L 
then, recognized him to be the author. It 
was now. ſufficiently: clear to me, hat he 
lurked in ſome neighbouring cottage, and 
ſought an eee gebe 40 nen 
my houſe. 11 £483 DTT 
But, Was e with 655 concurrence. of 
I 633-407; 33:45 CFF 
Here again new fears arole which halo 
me into mortal uneaſineſs, and I ſhould have 
diſpatched my people into the gardeyaimme-- 
diately, had I not been withheld by a ſe- 
cond idea «hich ſeemed: more e to be 
abet En S 5 td, 1 ; 
Wn ' . 10 me, it would be es? to 
en the intentions of the Selictar, than 
thus to prevent their diſcloſure; and Iforth⸗ 
with reſolved to aſſume that charge myſelfa 1 
ſent back all che ſervants, and retu rning alone 


to the garden gate, hid myſelf more'carefully 


than I had done before, in the expectation f 


ſeeing him make a ſecond attempt to gain ad- 
mittance; but again, I had the mortification 
of being wholly diſappointed. I ſacrificed 
Wd reſt, and expoſed me to the damp deus of | 
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6 TREOPHA,” 


4 leepleſs night, for che only recompenee of | 


fatiguing my eyes, and irritating my temper! 
All the fucceeding day witneſſed * an ill 


bumour which permitted no diſguiſe; and 


forbearing to ſee Theopha, F heard of the 


anxiety ſhe expreſſed for my health with an- 
ger; eſteemed her ſolicitude to be only ſome 


new perfidy ;—and conſidered the means of 


being revenged n e * oecca- 


honed me. 


. Fo ;ncreats my wouble I etewed intel N 


gence towards the cloſe of the day, that che 


life of the Baſhaw Cheriber vas in the moſt 


imminent danger; — and his friends, who knew 


what J had already attempted on his account, 
united in their entreaties that I would reneẽ- 
my ſolicitations to the Grand Vizir. 


What a vexatious application was this 


What time could be ſo ill convenient, or un 
ſeaſonable ? — At the very commencement of 


a night during which I was about to reſume 
my watch for the detection of the Selictar, 
and had already pictured in my own mind, the 
confufion with which that detekrxion would 


However, 
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However, there was no PP SET to be 
bet between the indulgence'of a paſſion, | 
and the fulfillment of a duty. The only me- 
dium which could unite, and comprehend the 
execution of both theſe oppoſitè purpoſes, was 


to ſet off inſtantly, and endeavour. to return | 
as early as poſſible;—before the night ſhould 


be too far advanced to defeat my wiſhes. 


But, in calculating the employ of every mo- 


ment, I found, however well I might manage 
my time, I could not get back before mid- 


might, and how could I be inſured the worlt 1 


had to dread; might not all take pln before 
that hour? | 


mt W a 3 of 0 alpiciond a as 
to the paſt, and ſuch increaſing anxieties for 


what might hereafter happen, I began by de- 


grees, to repent that I had rejected the . 
cils of Bema; and in the preſſing extremi 
to which F was now reduced, I ſau nd DO. 
native but in n mee recourſe to 
them. W he „ We Lex? 
« Bema,”” ſaid I, when een 

I am called to Conſtantinople by: buſineſs 
not to be diſpenſed with: I cannot with ſecurity 
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confide T heopha to herſelf, AY 45 feet: the 

neceſſity of ſetting over her a gouvernante, as 
_ faithful, and as capable as yourſelf. - Aſſume, 
if not the title, the authority of that function, 
till my return; and remember, I rely on you 
for the preſervation of her health, naher : 
obſervance of good condua.” _ 5 

Never, to be ſure, did man entruſt bimſelf 
fo madly !—Never. did creature ſo fooliſhly 
give to another the weapons which afforded 
the ability to wound him; and the wretched 
old traitreſs confeſſed afterwards, that my li- 
miting her cantroul to the moment of my re- 
turn, made her reſolve to abuſe i it; but that, 
had I led her to hope it ſhould have; been 
permanent, ſhe would have broken the treaty 
ſhe had made with the SeliQar, and ſerved 
me with that fidelity a confidence. which did 
her juſtice would deſerve. 

I:ifet off ſomewhat conſoled by whit l had 
done, but my journey was of no uſe to the 
friends I attempted to ſerve. I learned, on 
reaching my home, that the Grand Vizir had 
twice ſent one of the principal officers of ſtate 
to ſeek me, who had expreſſed great regret 

| = at - 


4) 


_ 2 


3 
* 
+ + " 
— — 


15 3 

1 | wor? 

a * 

- : b * ko - * 

i "4 * N „ NF" + 
2 * * - 4+ 4-4 » 
wi : 4 = * L I i +65 , Ml 
. P ²˙˙ö OS a a 
3 * hero BLN , 8 4 


at finding me dite abſent; and tome 


obſcure reports alſo, which began to be con- 
fuſedly circulated, made me augur very ill for 
the fate of the two Baſhaws in queſtion: 
Theſe informations did not permir me to 


take à moment's repoſe. I waited on the 


Grand Vizir, though it was at leaſt ten 


o' clock; and making a pretext of my anxiety 


to know what his pleaſure was with me, 1 de- 


fired my meſſage to be carried to him even in 
his ſeraglio, here I was informed he then 


was, and begged. 4 egg moments conver» 


ſation. e eee 1 ps 


He did not unter v me to wait a grows 5 850 


but took care to ſhorten my viſit, by antici- 


pating what I had to ſay. “ I was anxious,“ 


ſaid he, that you ſhould not have to accuſe 
me of diſregarding your application; and on 


that account, diſpatched a meſſenger Who was 


charged /to make known to you, if he had 
found you, that the Grand Signior could 
not diſpenſe with.the execution of that juſtice 
the two Baſhaws nierited;: They: were Sork 
guilty: FNR. 8 62981 T9 eie 5 4 

However great might-be-th e which 
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. 10 988 rh¹,,rHA. 
I had beni in their juſtification, I eould have 


nothing to oppoſe to ſo formal, and unequi- 
vocal, a declaration; but, while I confeſſed 
how little indulgence thoſe crimes deſerved. 


which went to affect the ſecurity of the ftate, 
1 aſked of the Grand Vizir, if thoſe. of Che- 
riber and Dely Azet, were ſuch as admitted 


of publicity; or whether apr were deſtined 


to be kept ſeere. 
He told me, their crime and We e 
ment would both be proclaimed on the ſuc- 


ceeding day, and it was doing me only a ſlight 


favour to make me acquainted with bend a 
ſew hours ſoone. ; 
Auriſan Muley, Aga of the bannen 


25 Joop irritated againſt the court for having at- 


tempted to leſſen his authority, had projetted 
to place upon the throne, Prince Achmet, 
ſecond brother to the Sultan, whom he had 
brought up from his infancy, and Who was 


then under cloſe confinement for fome 'indel 
cent railleries he had riſłed on the conduct 


of his reigning brother. It was neceſſary, to- 


ward the completion of the Aga's views, to 
Commence a correſpondence: with him, in his 


pri on, 
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: THROPHA. e 
priſon, for the purpoſes of mutual coinci- 
dence; and he had effected this with an ad- 
dreſs of which the exerciſe; and the ſucceſs, 
were equally e gs * ſurpriſing 
to the miniſt er. eee e 
The exceſs of torture dich, had, been -in+ 
flited, had forced from him a eonſeſſion of 
his crime; but his fidelity to his friends re- | 
mained unſhaken to the laſt, and extaxted .. 
from his moſt inveterate enemies. the warmeſt 
applauſe : ſtill. his exceeding cloſe intimacies 
with Cheriber, and Dely Azet, hg had been 
ſucceſſively the two laſt Baſhaws,of Egypt, 
had induced the Divan to include them in his 
puniſhment. They were, both immenſely rich, 
and both poſſeſſing, alſo, immenſe credit in 
Egypt, little doubt was entertained that, che 
Aga had calculated greatly upon their influ- : 
ence. In fact, being advanced in year, ad 2 
their fortitude weaker, perhaps, in proportion EY 
to that want of perſonal endurance their ages Bo 1 
induced, they had, on the threats of torture; Y 
confeſſed to have been: parties in the conſpi- 
racy.; and, that the plan Was to have ied with': _ 
Achmet. into Egypt, if, in their firſt, gffort, 
ep 77 „„ they 
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they had failed to place him on the W 
This avowal, nevertheleſs, had not preſerved 
them from the ſufferance of various inflictions 

to induce a'farther confeſſion of the names of 
their accomplices; and particularly, to aſcer- 
tain whether the Boſtangi Baſſi, and the Se- 
lictar, were implicated in the guilt: but whe- 


ther they were ignorant of the queſtions which MW wa 
were put to them, or whether they were ani- un. 
mated by the exemplary fortitude of the Aga, cot 
they perſiſted to their laſt moments to deny me 
1 perſons having any ſhare in the treaſon. 'Ih 
Four hours earlier, ſaidithe Vizir, * had rec 

you come, you would have ſeen them ex- the 
tended on the rack in my anti-chamber, have att. 
obſerved their obſtinacy, and the agonies they of 
endured: their laſt examination took place in wit 
my preſence, and it was the order of the N 


Grand Signior, they ſhould be executed im- 
mediately on my quitting them. Diſtorted 
and expiring, every ligament broken, every 

lirub dragged to the utmoſt, and trembling in 

the pangs of death, they were relieved from 
their miſeries by receiving the termination of 


5 their exiſtence a few bours ſooner from the 
hands 
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THEOPHA: | 
hands of the executioner, than it might 
otherwiſe have taken e 10 the ae of 


"53 þ 


nature ! 12757 | Hr 6's 7 

| Thrilled with horror at the terrifying reci- 
tal, and my own limbs, by dint of imagina- 
tion, writhing as it were amid the horrid cruz 
elties 'which had been prafticed on them, I 
was ſome moments: filent ;—diſmayed, and 
unable immediately to recal me to myſelf, —1 
could not withhold ſome tears, even while 1 
mentally contemplated the hideous picture 
I had ſo happily eſcaped, and recollecting the 
recent cataſtrophe ſtill menaced a renewal in 


the perſon of the Selictar, my yet remaining 


attachment to that nobleman made me enquire 
of the Vizir, if he en now new himſelf 
without danger... Non un 
« [I] tell you what,” ſaid: nn: «1 Wonder 
regard for the Selictar, and am very diſin- 
clined to occaſion him any unneceſſary cha- 
grin; but, as his flight has given riſe to diſad- 


| vantageous conjectures in the council, I would 
not adviſe his re-appearance, without firſt cir= _ 
culating ſome: reports which may give a _ 


lourable explanation of his abſence ; antfince 


14 THEOPHA. 


he has choſen. to conceal himſelf with you, 
continue that: concealment tall you nenn far- 
| her from me.“ : 
I thanked the Vizir- "IA the honour he Kid 


„ this new inſtance of his confidence ; 
but, being in truth ignorant that the Selifar 


was with me; I aſſured him, that having myſelf | 


preceding day and night, and was convinced 


no one had ſeen the Selidar in my houſe; I 
begged he would rather fuppoſe his ſpies had 
deceived him, than that I would ſacrifice. wy 
| honour by a falſe declaration. 


My journey being thus ſhortened. bs th 


- melancholy deaths of my friends, it afforded 
me ſome conſolation in the diſtreſs I felt on 
their account, to be able to return ta my villa 


before the concluſion of the night; and I 


| hoped foon enough, if he were really there, 


to ſurprize the Selictar in my garden. 
As I went firſt home to my houſe at Galata, 


1 conſidered how I ſhould beſt act, to avoid 


the poſſibility of failure in his detection; but 


I: found there my valet de chambre, waiting 
for me in the greateſt conſternation, and 


deſirous 
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defirous immediately 0 n op me 92 | 


private. K N 

I am come, Sir, 9 mid he cc i news 
which; 1 fear, will cauſe you as much 'uheafi» 

neſs as ſurprize. At Oru all is confuſibn and 


diſtreſs: Syneſi is dying, from a wound he 


bas received of the Selictar; Theopha is in a 
| fituation little. difimilar, from the fright the 
has endured ; and Bema, I believe, is an in- 
famous old huſſy, the cauſe of all theſe cala- 


mities, whom I have judged it proper to ſecure 


till you ſhall in veſtigate the affair. I think, 
Sir, your immediate preſence at Oru becomes 


neceſſary, to fruſtrate the views of the Se- 


liar, who cannot be far from your houfe; 


and who is capable of returning thither witk 


ſufficient force to become maſter of it, and 
commit there any exceſſes he may pleafe.— 
The regret be affected to expreſs 1 did not 
believe ſincere; and was tempted, ſingle as 
he was, to ſecure him, but was reſtrained from 
executing my purpoſe, from the fear left it 
ſhoald be offenſive to yo. However, adds 
ed he, © have put the reſt of yoùr people 


9 
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5 THEO HA. 

in fark a ſtatè of defence, as muy give e 
the greateſt poſſible ſecurity for the preſent.” , 
- Synefi, and the SeliQtar, both at Oru: the | 

one dying of wounds inftifted by the other, 

and Theopha mingled in the conflia!— Theſe | 
were inexplicable and alarming occurrences} 
equally unexpected, and demanding my im- 
mediate preſence. I haſtened- thither, not 
without firſt providing four domeſtics, well 
armed; to attend me eavoinet - 
Ihe trouble in which 1 Wan thoſe wot 
e at Oru, convinced me nothing had 
been exaggerated. They had mounted guard 
at the door with a dozen fowling- pieces, and 
my houſe vas barricadoed in a moſt fortreſs- 
like ſtyle; prepared for any ſudden onſet of 
the enemy. I enquired. of them the neus of 
Theopha and Syneſi, concerning whom 1 did 
not at all comprehend the account I had 
heard. They were as ignorant as I was that 
Syneſi had never yet guitted the houſe; and 
no one knowing how the Selictar had momen= 
tarily, as they 'ſuppoſed;; introduced himſelf; 
it was s ridiculous e to > conlider the pre- 

cautions 


x 


2 . agar 8 8 
2 — — — — 


cautions they were now os to prevent wks 


their knowledge, I liſtened: to all that they 
| had themſelves been able to underſtand. 


them to her apartment, they found chere the 
young man ſtruggling with the SeliQar, and 
already wounded by his poignard in a dan- 
gerous manner; while Bema, taking part 
againſt him, ſeemed to urge the other to finiſh 
the work he had begun, and compleat his 
murder. They had ſeparated them with ſome 
difficulty : the Selictar had diſappeared, Sy- 


ing in his blood, —while Theopha, half frantic 
at the ſcene which had paſſed before her, en- 
treated the ſervants to ſeek me immediately. 


ſence, made me repair, without delay, to her 
chamber; and I was happy to obſeryve the joy 
ſhe teſtified at my approach. I went up to 


which ſhe CRONE in a fervour of gratitude 


getting in, when, in fact, be had never ſinee 
gone out. However, making them relate to 
me all the circumſtances which had come to 


The cries of Theopha having drawn 


N . wW ; 4 I" v4 , 
n S 
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neſi remained extended on the floor, welter - 


The anxiety ſhe had expreſſed for my pre. 


her bed, where, Inſtantly ſeizing my, hand, 


and 
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and affebtion.—. Heavens le ſhe cal. 
in a tone which ſpoke the conſolation ſhe ex- 


perienced in my preſence, of what horrors 


have I been the witneſs in your abſence : had 


you delayed only a few moments a 1 | 


mut have abſolutely died of fear!“ 
The manner in which theſe laft words were 
pronounced. was at once fo tender, and fo 
unaffected, that they found their way unre- 
Gftedly to my heart; not only baniſhed the 
ſuſpicions which had lurked there, but even 
precluded my farther attention to preſent cir- 
cumſtances, and ſtimulated me to avail myſelf 
of the firſt affectionate proofs that had ever 
yet flattered my attachment. Nevertheleſs, 
I reſtrained my delight within the precinQs 


of my own breaſt, as well as, I was able, yet 
could not wholly prevent its adding ſome ap- 


pearance of ee to my erode and 
behaviour. ff + 
« Tell me then,” aid . 25 3 kiſſed 


ardently one of her hands, which ſhe yielded 
without reluctance, Tell me what are thoſe 


*borrors which have taken place, and whence 


have they ariſen? How came the Selictar 
' here: ; 


1 THEOPHA: 


here,” and on what? at count; ond by ow 


s be er P- Will (you; wich re e 
dne thefe extraordinary cireumſtanees i» | 
I Fheſe,“ faid ſnhe, are the fears which 


WT diftrels me; and being myſelf as ignorant 
WT as you are of all that is paſſed, I an appre- 
Benfive you fhould attaeh to me ſuſpicions 


8 


ferven? - n Raps tis 

* Scareely were you gone 8 un 
nued Theopha, than xhinking only to retire 
to my chamber, Bema came to me, and en- 
tered intò a long, unaccountable ſtory, ta 
which I paid little or no attention. | She ral- 


- ttt, * 


lied my ſtrange preference, as ſhe called it, 


for reading, and thoſe ſtudies in which con- 
fiſts my wſual employ : ſhe talked about the 
ſenſibilities! of love, and een of in- 
dulging them; and related me fifty Jovesſtel 
ries, which I eould not fail to underſtand as 
ſo many reproaches for not Fecoming the hes 


roive of one-my Ulf. She tried my inclina- 
tions by a variety of queſtions; ſeemed anxt- 


ous is influence: my feelings, by odd and 
Li unuſual 


nears has Syneſi been found in your: cham - 


Whieh, as heaven 1 witneſs,” 1 10 not G6. | 


—— 
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unuſual ane ber licentious 1 
neſs. becoming importunate, Was the more 


diſtreſſing, becauſe ſhe gave me to underſtand, WW 
| you had veſted her with a controul over me, 
Which ſhe pretended to exerciſe only for my 


happineſs. and I felt myſelf more under the ne- 


ceſſity of liſtening to her gabble. At length, 


baving put me to bed, ſhe left the room hut 
bad ſcarcely retired a moment, hen I heard 
the door again opened very ſoftly. I looked 
towards it, and by the light of a taper, beheld 
Syneſi enter my chamber. His appearance 
created more ſurprize than fear; but all that 


you bad told me recurring to my mind, I 


ſhould have yet felt alarm, had I not, ima- 


gined that you might have forgiven him on 
your arrival at Conſtantinople, and have re- 
turned him with ſome commiſſion for me. 41 - 


permitted his coming to my bed, ſide, and he 
began immediately to complain of his-preſent 
wretchedneſs. Soon convinced by his lan- 


guage, that I, was miſtaken in my firſt conjec- 


tures, and that you were not privy to his viſit, 


1: interrupted him immediately. He ſought 


10 . Te by. declaring, the diſtreſs he en- 
8 ” duo 


» | * 
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£4 ö e - 12 1 : wy Ex , — nh A * 
9 „ * uA. „ N dee cbs fy try * 
. N 
e * 
A - 


| 


— — — — — — 


_ THEOPHA: 21 


WW dared ; and among a variety of expreſſions to 


of my bed, ſeemingly ſubdued by extreme 
6 | agitation. At this moment the Seliftar en- 
tered, followed by Bema; and the confuſion 
| which inſtantly took place, prevented my diſ- 


rages and violence”? | | ; 

I heard: the-outcries:of Bards! peas 
ing Syneſi with his hardihood, and urging the 
Selictar to puniſni him on the ſpot. Boch 
were armed, and Syneſi; menaced with attack, 
prepared to deſend himſelf; but receiving in- 


| him rouſd the body, and while they were thus 
| ſtruggling for the maſtery, / their poignards 


wer inceſſantly brandiſhed in the air in mu- 
tual endeavours to ſtab, and to avoid the aim 


of each other. The noiſe of their fighting, 
rather than my feeble:cries, aſſembled the ſer- 
vants; and all that I; could ſince be aured 
of was, that, according io ag: they bad 
ſent in ſearch of ve,, Forres f 


Her innocence was ſo anna in the fim= 
vie of her that, regretting to have in- 


- ; Tune 


— 


prove his anguiſh, he threw himſelf at the foot 


tinguiſhing any thing that ane ann out- 


ſtantly a wound from the SeliQtar, he ſeized 
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jured ber by my ſuſpicions, I did all in-my 
power to diſſipate the alarm from which ſhe Wl 
was not yet entirely free; and perhaps, amid . ; 


inc 

_ the lively proteſtations of my atiachment, 8 
which I ſaw were not inſenſibly received, -L 8 © 
might have ſeized the unguarded! moment, nue 
which wauld have yielded all to my wiſhes chor 
that I had renounced to attempt; but my ian 
better reſolutions maintained their empire, ¶ to c 
and the promptings of a criminal defire were I 
ſuppreſſed. My ſyſtem was invariably adopt- of t. 
ed, and I felt in the ſituation I then was, that to h 
I ſhould have been ſorry had ſhe acceded to her 
the participation of thofe pleaſures Which, en- per! 


erea fing my love, would ſtill have leſſenetl the 
my eſteem. Obſerving with avidity every 
eireumſtance that ſeemed to flatter my paſſion, 
1 derived ſufficient ſatisfattion from the inter- 
view, to imagine the obſcurities which 1 yet 
bad to examine as things which would affect 
me now ſcarce at alb; and ſuch as I might 
venture to inveſtigate untin&ured by, preju- 
dice, and unſtayed by apprehenſion. . 
% re you confcious,”? faid L to Theopha, 
to 1 5 acquainted with part of my hopes, 


cc of 


n — 
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y | a of having ſuffered me to catch a — 


1e mat preference I hope, one day, to be con» 

id inced of beyond the poſſibility of doubt? 

t, if She ſeemed not to underſtand my diſcourſe; 

1 4 J have explained myſelf amply,” conti- 

t, I nued 1, as I turned from her; and went away, 

s thoroughly convinced there was no myſtery 

y ian my language, however ſhe 2 affect not i 
>, to comprehend it. 4 


I ſummoned Bema to. give has „ 
of this rencontre; and that artful flave ſermed 
to hope, at firſt, fhe ſhould impoſe. on me by 
her inſidious inventions. She attempted: to 
4 perſuade me, that chance alone had conducted 
1 the Selittar to my houſe that evening: an 
7 that, meeting him the very moment after ſhe 
: had ſurprized Synefi in Theopha's apartment, 
her zeal for my honour had induced her to 
WH urge him to puniſh the inſult that alen | 
do it by his unwarrantable intruſion. . 11 
The Selictar having compleatly e 
before ſhe had been conſined, Bema imagined 
he had regained his hiding-place, if he had 
not entirely fled * and the hoped, in 
| eiche; a 


Ky „ d % (rc 
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either caſe; to acquaint him with the defence, | 


ſhe had made, and thus ſecure a conſiſtency | 
in their falſhood. But I had not lived ſo long 
in Turkey, without having learned the power 
a_ maſter has over his ſlaves; and not being 
able to reconcile it to my mind that the Se- 
lictar would thus have furtively eloped, had 
his intentions been irreproachable, I reſolved 


to adopt the moſt rigorous meaſures to diſco- 


ver the truth of the buſineſs. 1 
The reaſons which had induced my tal 


to confine Bema, made at leaſt as great an 


impreſſion upon me, as on him; and immedi- 


ately aſſuming a tone which might convince 


her my menaces were ſincere, her reſolution 
forſook her on the very apprehenſion of the 


puniſhment I might, if I choſe, inflia. Fall- 


ing on her knees, ſhe. entreated me for mercy, 
and e ee confeſſed the whole of hi 
Wee . | 

It vs the Seliftar 5 1. had chaces in 
we garden, and who, introduced there by her 
means, had been by her, as adroitly recalled 


4.40. his cement during the interval in 
5 TY 5 3 which 


— 
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which I had aſſembled my ſervants, to aſcer- 
[tain if it was one of them that had fled from 
me, and to detect the individual. 

The whole plan, and concealment, of the 
Selictar, came forth; and the whole guilt of 
ner treacherous machinations was charged on 
* my want of confidence, and attempted to be 
excuſed from my. n thus degraded her 
conſequence. 

When I was thoroughly ob the Se- 
Niagar had obtained no interview with Theo- 
pha but this ſhort one, productive of fo 
much confuſion and bloodſhed, my paſhon 
began to abate; and I was more inclined to 
rally him on his ill ſuceeſſes, than to har- 
bour any enmity for his having thus ſecreted 
himſelf in my houſe. The reaſons which 
had induced Bema principally, to make a 
yſtery of his reſidence expelled every trace 

pf reſentment ; but that which rendered my 1 
riend leſs culpable, not being ſufficient to — 8 4 
xcuſe his having ſo betrayed my confidence, 3 
conſidered what puniſhment he moſt. de- 
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erved, and pould beſt ſuit me to inflict. It 


emained for me to know what was now be⸗ 2 
Vor. II. r We: 4 


__  THEOPHA. 8 
come of him; but ſhe did not heſitate to pro- 
claim her confidence of his being in her cham- n 
ber: and to put the matter beyond diſpute, it 
was ſufficient, ſhe ſaid, to ſee if the door was 
faſtened within. | = 
| This circumſtance turning my doubts into WW 
certainty, the only revenge I propoſed to take, I x 
was to let him remain there till his hunger 7% 
ſhould compel him to come forth; and 1 43 ura 


poſted my valet de chambre at the door, to wel- 1 . 
come his appearance when that event ſhould hut I 
take place. I conſigned Bema again to her Wnued 
confinement, that ſhe might not impede the Wconve 
ſport I propoſed to derive from this detection. nity t. 
With regard to Syneſi ſhe could afford gg preter 

no information, as ſhe had herſelfceff more nim a 
deceived, and at a loſs to account for his pre- to eve 
fence in Theopha's chamber, than any one; but s of 
J held this affair as of fo little conſequence, 3 oulc 
that, learning his wound to be extremely dan- Whnarri: 
gerous, I gave orders that he might be Ser eges 
fully attended, and deferred feeing bim tin M. Icribet 
ſhould be pronounced in a fate of recovery. ¶ tion o 
Whether he never did leave my houſe, or Nvent t 


whether he had left it only to return again di- 


rely, 


— 
"Rea 
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9 2, was in either caſe a want of faith in 
y fervants, ſcarcely of ſufficient importance 
Jo make me anxious about its puniſhment ; 


ET heopha, it was of ſo little conſequence that 
$yneſi was. enamoured of her, that I foreſaw, 
n the contrary, 1 might convert it to ſome 


Nuracy. 

9 This idea had not occurred to me before ; 
ut I now fancied, that, if his paſſion conti- 
nued as violent as it had appeared in our laſt 
converſation, it would give me an opportu- 
nity to compel Condoidi to good condutt, by 
bretending to meditate a marriage between 


im and Theopha. If he was not equally loſt 


urriage; and in a country where the privi- 
eges of a father are fingularly circum- 
ſcribed, I could reduce him t the recogni- 


tion of his daughter, as the only way to pre- 
vent the connection. 


* 


Or 


* C 2 : Thus, 


72 


Ind, fince I was aſſured of the reftitude of 


advantage with reſpe& to her father's ob 


o every ſenſe of honour and religion, as well 
as of nature, it appeared impoſſible that he 
ould not ſtrenuouſly oppoſe ſo inceſtuous a 
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alarm, was the wounds of Syneſi, and the pu- 
niſhment of a few ſervants. As for Bema, I 
got rid of her very ſhortly afterwards ; and i 


minal ſlave with greater rigour ; and, with the 
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had rewarded her endeavours to ſerve him bby . 


* hoped to enjoy from obſerving how long; the 
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Thus, the worſt which reſulted from this f 


| 1 8 elit 
adventure, which had, cauſed me ſo great 


of hi 
—im 
bat! 
hat! 
mortified her by the humiliation of permit- redi 
ting her to be ſold for half the ſum ſhe had Mermi 
colt me. | 4 nem 

This'is a kind of hl which ſuits ain 
only thoſe who, being wealthy, have at the 3 avou 
ſame time too much humanity to treat a cri- Un 
for h 
ſalute 
ready 
from 
faithfi 
which 
tkely 
apprel 
ection 
*Xprel 
nent | 
as ki 
He 
me (v 


little feelings thoſe wretched creatures retain, | 
they are infinitely mortified, that in thus 
loſing a certain. conſequence they before 
prided themſelves on in proportion to their 
price, they become, if it can be conceived 
poſſible in their miſerable condition, propor- 
tionably degraded. 1 heard afterwards, how- 
ever, that on application to the SeliQar, he 


1 her for his ſeraglio. 
I was diſappointed of the pleaſure 1 bad 


Seen 


We”. 
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e.lidar would ſubmit to the double affliction 
9 pf hunger, and thirſt; for, on the ſame night, 
H imagining, by the delay of his confidante, 
that ſhe was withheld, in ſpite of herſelf, and 


hat he muſt be placed in a moſt diſagreeable 
bredicament without her aſſiſtance, —he de- 
ermined not to endure any longer the eon- 
nement of his lurking- place; and, well ac- 


s MW uainted with my houſe, he imagined, under 


Q. 


al 


Favour of the dark, he ſhould eaſily eſcape. / 


. Unthinking of the toil that was prepared 


for him, he ruſhed readily into it, and: was 


ſaluted: by my valet de chambre, who had al- 
ready mounted guard, as ſoon as he ventured 


from his lair. I had incautiouſly expoſed that 
faithful fellow to the poignard of the SeliQar, 
which, —with a Turk, ever ready, — was moſt 


ikely to be the reward of his obedience; but 
apprehending his probable reſentment at de- 


ection, he took care, by his tone of voice and 
-xpreſſions, to aſſure him, he had no ill treat- 


ent to apprehend, and that all I intended 


as kindneſſes, and ſervice. 


He permitted himſelf to be condufted to | 


me (who was then in bed) but not without 
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ſome marks of diftruſt. I got up immediate. Y as 10 
ly, and pretending great ſurprize “ What,” 1 
I exclaimed, „the Selictar here 1——Wha 1 


chance am I indebted to for this viſit?“ 1 E 
He interrupted me with a real confuſion, 0” 2" 
equal to that I diſſembled.—“ Spare me, 1 Inuat 
beg, ſaid he, © the raillery I deſerve. Your duct 
reproaches will be merited, if you confine them 1 1 C 
to the nightly interview 1 was endeavouring rad; 
with Theopha ; but in the uſe I have made of | I hou 
my poignard, I have conſulted only your ad- Node 
vantage, though the zealous manner in which MW <*P* 
your people reſcued the young man from my a ns 
| vengeance, leads me to think I' may have hic 
been too raſh; and for the liberty 1 have and 
uſed to hide me here, unknown to you, you Viz 
will recognize only the embarraſſment of a tisfal 
friend, who, while he made your houſe his} for t 
aſylum, wiſhed not to expoſe you to the diſ. ; Mea 
pleaſure of his perſecutors.” chen 
I haſtened to aſſure him, I readily excuſed | o fa 
not only what had taken place, but even his WF © 
Juſtification of it; and with regard to Theo- et 
pha, I could ſee nothing in his conduct that 5 


did not more injure himſelf than me, inaſmuch 


2 2 * Gabe tl 
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Has it was a deviation from thoſe principles of 


tertain. 

Hoe admitted the juſtneſs of my reproach ; ; 
1 « and,” ſaid he, © I can indeed offer no exte- 
Wnuation, but that the opportunity was too ſe- 
duRtive for the ſtrength of my virtue. 


m Our converſation took immediately a gayer 
8 q turn: I promiſed bim, che worſt effeas that 
of Wb ould ariſe from his diſcovery, was a better 
1. lodging, and better attendance, than he had 
experienced in the apartment of Bema, with= 
y out being more expoſed to thoſe dangers 
e which had induced him to ſecrete himſelf; 
eo and relating all I had heard from the Grand 
1 Vizir, I was the cauſe to him of as much ſa- 
a (WY tisfation on bis own account, as of ſorrow 
:; WW for the fate of the Aga and the two Baſhaws: 
. WW Meanwhile he proteſted he ſhould lament 
wem leſs, if they were truly guilty ; and that 
4 WR > far from having entered into their conſpi- 
i racies, he would have abandoned them for 
„over, had be even ſuſpected them of treaſon. 
5 He was diſpoſed to ſet off immediately, and 
h alked me to let his wiſh be made known to 
8 C 5 two 
FP | | 1 8 * — 
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Honour he had previouſiy profeſſed to en- 
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| two ſlaves whom he had directed to wait his 9 
q 


eli 

orders in a neighbouring village; but I with- 3 heart 
held him, by explaining the precautions which ih 
the Grand Vizir was deſirous ſhould precede Y bried 
his appearance at- Conſtantinople. and, 
Among a variety of pretences, he choſe, i end 1 
by my advice, to go the next day to his coun- Soyſcl 
try houſe, as 1f juſt arrived from viſiting the une f 
arſenals and magazines of the Black Sea. 1 uaice 
even engaged to accompany him; and to con- 7 y aj 
vince him how entirely the reſentment of the Wh ou): 
paſt was obliterated, and that I had the ſame Biccivec 
reſpett for his character at preſent, which had . inſ 
at firſt induced me to cultivate his friendſhip, aband 
I propoſed to make Theopha a Party in our Mit pro! 
JOurney« If 7 
He could with difficulty e himſelf propo 
By offer was ſincere; but to convince him of un 
my good faith, after converſing with him till no 01 
the hour of her uſual riſing, I led him to ompe 
Theopha's apartment, to procure ber conſent and 1 
to the propoſal. | ovake 
The impreſſion which our laſt . interview car 
had made, rendered me ſuperior to the ſug- He 
geſtions of IT ; and ſo aſſured was I the centre 
SchAar | 
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x Selidtar would make no impreſſion on her 
WH cart, that I pleaſed myſelf, in ſome degree, 
1 ith the triumph of beholding his efforts ex- 
rited for that purpoſe in vain! On the other 
and, whatever ſucceſs might ultimately at- 
tend my paſſion, J would not have to reproach 
myſelf with having oppoſed any obſtacle to 
Ine furtherance of his. I owed him this 
Y — Ks after having, perhaps, contributed by 
A ny approbation, to give it birth; and if it 
Whould hereafter happen, that Theopha con- 
eived thoſe ſentiments for me it was my wiſh 
to inſpire, I was defirous my friend ſhould 
abandon all hope for himſelf, before he ſaw 
it promiſe the happineſs he failed of, to me. 

If Theopha expreſſed ſome ſurprize at our 
propoſal, ſhe offered no obje&ion when the 
found I ſhould unceaſingly be with her, and 
no other intention was included than her ac 

ompanying me. We prepared to depart, 
and I appointed her ſuch attendants as would 

ake her SEPT with diſtinction at ine Se- 
lictar's. SS | 

He had ſpoken to me of his houſe as the 
centre of his pleaſures, and his power ; that. 

C 5 | . 


— — — — 


— 


— 82 


_ 4 8 
* — _ . — . 
* — — — 
7 r _ * 4 8 — \ 
op a re g T 3 rr , 
Sr. * 4 = , =_ . 2 g : mY a: =. po % 6 ot mY :&e A * 2 4 7 > * — 5 
, * 9 ff Pp 7 0 o hs. ' ' . - 
by * 
; 2 
. o ns 4 by * 2 5 % 2 pk 5 P EV ft N 7 = 
, - * 2 * * . 
9 Fu a - Wl | 5 4 
= 4 % : * A — 2 1 * # ” 


I —AS — — 
eee 
8 "ty = 
a ; — 


is to ſay, with all the embelliſhments of Turkiſh } q | 
taſte, it had a ſplendid ſeraglio, and a prodi- 


the enjoyment of the proſpect, for it was 3 


gined, was concealed by the ſhades of the Wi 
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gious quantity of {laves. It was eſteemed, by 
others, as the moſt- beautiful ſpot in the envi- 
rons of Conſtantinople; but we were deprived 


night when we arrived there, and the moſt 
enchanting ſcene, perhaps, that can be ima- i * 


darkeſt atmoſphere. E | at 
The Selictar, on our entrance, diſplayed to "AR 
us ſuch a profuſion of wealth, ſuch a degree E 3 
of elegance, and accumulation of ſplendour, OG” 
that I was compelled to allow I had never ay 
ſeen any thing ſo worthy admiration, either wy 
in France, or Italy. The quantity of gold and] caps 
ſilver ornaments was prodigious: the carpets offs 
rivalled the brighteſt bloom of ſummer in the * 
richneſs of their colours, and the vaſes of the 0 þ 
moſt perfect manufacture, diffuſed ſuch ſweet] i 
perfumes as ſtole away the lenſes with their * 
Fragrance. Ws ſab; 
| I began to repent me that I had brought lite 
Theopha to witneſs the riches and enticements| exp. 


of the SeliQar, ſo greatly ſuperior to any l 
Pofſeſſed 
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bodega, but my riſing regret was quickly 
Fhurried on to the extremeſt apprehenſion, 
vhen, having pointed out to our notice all 
chat could merit attention, he made an un- 
reſerved tender of the whole to Theopha's 
acceptance. I could not repreſs the fluſh 
WE which reddened my face at his propoſal ; and 
3 cating my eyes apprehenfively on Theopha, 
3 |] waited her anſwer in an agony which ſhe 
= afterwards confeſſed was ſufficiently obvious. 
While ſhe aſſured the Selictar how juſtly 
ſhe valued the magnificence of his offer, and 
how highly grateful. ſhe felt for the ſingular 
preference he was pleaſed to ſhew her, ſne 
profeſſed alſo to entertain the oddeſt ſenti- | 
ments in the world;—ſuch as made her leaſt 
capable of being dazzled by his extraordinary 
offers ;—ſuch as were leſs pleafed with thoſe 
advantages, which, to other women, appeared 
ſo deſirable. Although ſhe ſpoke this in @ 
gay, agreeable manner, ſhe accompanied it 
with remarks, ſo corre&, and ſenſible, on the 
| ſubjeR of virtue and goodneſs, that, while I 
liſtened with admiration to a diſcourſe (> little 
expected, I enquired with aſtoniſhment, of 
C6 ©">%. myſelf, 


% 


not preſerve myſelf, was transferred, during 
this confeſſion, to the viſage of the Selictar: 
he complained bitterly of his ill fortune, and 
addreſſing himſelf to me, begged I would 
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which Theopha attributed to > conver- 
ſation. 
I replied laughingly, that his requeſt if 


him ſtill more from the point he wiſhed to at- 


Theopha in her principles. My heart in ſe- 
eret floated in delight, and no longer doubt - 
ing my happineſs, I thought it better ſecured 
* her laſt declaration, than by all. the con- 
Ez”, : 5 "_— 
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| . | | wo Som whence ſhe had WINES theſe 
; | bo The concluſion of Wee refuſal poke of her 
, determination, during the reſt of her life, to 
7 : apply herſelf to the practice of thoſe prin- 
| | 4 ciples, for which ſhe was indebted to my in- 
| 3 ſtructions; and for which ſhe felt more grate- 
| 2 ful, even than for the liberty I had pur- 
| 4 | : chaſed her. 
3 The embarraſſment, in which I could 


communicate to him ſome of that influence 


complied with, would only ſerve to diſtance 


tain, as it would contribute alſo to ſtrengthen 


* 
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curring reaſons which had previouſly ſerved „ 
to create it. I ſnatched one moment from 
he Selictar's obſervation, to congratulate her | 
on the nobleneſs of her conduct, to which 
her reply was fo ſignificant, and ſo amiable, 
that it afforded additional confirmation of "me 
Wriſing hopes. | 
The SeliQar ſtruggling wan as auth afflic- | 
ion, as I ſwelled with j joy, did not fail to be 
Wcrupulouſly attentive in performing all the _ 
duties of hoſpitality, and doing all that could 
add to out ſatisfaction, and his honour. He 
introduced us the ſame evening into bis Se- 
raglio; —an aſſemblage of . wealth, beauty, 
magnificence and pleaſure ;—and I doubted 
not but this captivating diſplay was chiefly 
intended to entrap the heart of Theopha, and 
divert it from its former reſolve. He did not 
omit delicately to hint ſhe might reign here 
miſtreſs of herſelf, and of the place; and his 
eyes ſeemed to watch anxiouſly for the ſymp» 
toms of repent and compliance. But if ſhe 
felt particularly intereſted, it was not with the 
r..hes or the enticements which ſurrounded _ i 
her: nd, the ſtate from which ſhe had ſolately 'Þ 
been = 


| 
| 
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been releaſed. was recalled ſo forcibly to her 
recollection, that it threw her into a melan- BM 
choly and dejection from which ſhe ac not 
recover for ſeveral hours. 3 
The ſucceeding day ſhe availed herſelf. of 4 
the permiſſion the Selictar had given her, to WF 
return there as often as ſhe choſe, unattended i 
by himſelf; and her pleaſure in this viſit was 6. 
derived from the converſations into which il 
ſhe entered with thoſe women whoſe counte- 
nances made the greateſt impreſſion on her. 
She remained there ſo long, and with ſo much 
ſeeming ſatisfaction, that the SeliQar pleaſed 
| himſelf in the idea of her imperceptibly con- 
traQting a liking for the place; while I ſuffered 
no leſs pain, fearing his imaginations might be 
but too well founded. Convinced how indiſ- 
creet it would have been in me to have fol- 
lowed her thither, however much inclined, I 
waited impatiently for the moment of her re- 
turn; but her features then, bore no. ſem- 


blance of content ;—rather a ſeriouſneſs ſo | 1 
like ſorrow, that I abſtained from roy 1355 
ing her for ſo long an abſence. ſla 

I enquired what had happened, thus to ſad- a 


den 
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den her countenance, but ſhe made no auſwer 


mw 1 to my queſtion, and propoſed we ſhould re- 
wh 3 : tire for a while into the garden. She conti- 
of 3 nued in perfect filence while we loitered along 
ak 4 W the path, and when we had reached ſome 


W diſtance from the houſe a ſigh broke from her 

boſom which ſeemed to announce a reply. 
| What ſad viciſſitudes occur in the events 
of this life” ſaid ſhe, giving her language 
mat moral turn which pervaded all her reflec. 
tions! © What a ſuccefſion of accidents 
which appear to have no conneQtion, and 
which one would think, were never intended 


* to follow each other !—{ have juſt made a diſ- 
covery which affefts me as you ſee; it has 
uf given riſe to a wiſh I will explain to you; but 
f- R 

firſt I muſt prepare your feelings for compli- 
1 | 2 2 \ 

ance by affecting them with the recital.” | 
1 « An extreme intereſt,” continued ſhe, 
-- WH © which I cannot help feeling for the fate of 
1 ſo many unfortunate girls, and which perhaps 
25 my own misfortunes may render. excuſeable 
1» | 


in me, induced me to enquire of the Selictar's 
ſlaves, the different circumſtances which had 
conducted them inte the ſeraglio. The 
5 | ; greater 


40 ; THEOPHA. 


greater part I find to be thoſe girls of Circaſſia 
and the neighbouring countries, who having Pith 
been educated for their conditions, have, on .Y | 
that account, neither repugnance, nor afflic- | 
tion that they are in them; but ſhe. whom 1 
have juſt left, is a foreigner whoſe modeſty 
and ſweet demeanour are more enchanting 
even than her exceſſive beauty.—I ſpoke to 
her apart; I applauded her charms, and her 
youth; but ſhe liſtened to my compliments 
without ſatisfaktion, and ny praiſes onen 
only tears! . | . 
Alas l' ſaid ſhe, « far from nnen theſe 
fatal advantages, teach me how to loſe what 
= have occaſioned all my miſery, if their rid- 
1 dance can reſtore the happineſs I have loſt. 
Do not ſpeak of them as the favours of 
Heaven; call them rather the wretched en- 
dowments of an adverſe fate which have been 
yielded me, only to make my life deteſta- 
ble!“ 
Her anſwer ſurprized me. gil more tha 
her appearance, and giving her to underſtand 
that I could poſſibly afford her aſſiſtance as 
al as pity, I begged her to relate to me the 


cauſe 


—— 


— 


[ | auſe of ſo much anguiſh. Prefling her heart 


Woken of aſſent, while her boſom heaved as if 
bout to diſcharge itſelf of ſome grievous 
purthen by the relation. I led her to a re- 
irement where our diſcourſe would not be 


WE y preſs overſhadowing the windows with their 
nick branches, at once excluded the ſun, and 
Wheltered us from obſervance and mene 
tion.“ A 

« Tam,” ſaid ſne, © by birth a Sicilian, ad 
the only daughter of a Sicilian father, whoſe ill= 


ſon of a mother whoſe libertine\condu@-be- 
came the theme of public reprobation, and 
he ſame ill fortune made him become the 
huſband of a lady, whoſe excefſes—long con- 
cealed from his knowledge—led her eventu- 
ally to divorce, diſgrace, and wretchedneſs. 


ill name, and re-eſtabliſh the tainted reputa- 
tion of his houſe, by the . ſeverity of my 


education; . 
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vith her right hand, ſhe bowed her head in 


Woverheard, and we ſeated ourſelves in a diſ- 
Want chamber, in which the cedar and the 


judged affection has deprived me of my liberty, 
and my honour. He was himſelf the only 


Poſſeſſing only me, he thought to repair the 
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ce education: he thought to make me the model! 
of virtue, as his wife and his mother had 1 5 
been of vice; and that my perfections might 
ſhine with greater ſplendour from the contraſt 1 
of their failings.” 2 
Under the care of two aged ladies, I was 
ſhut up in an old caſtle far removed from the 
capital, and on ſo retired a part of the coaſt 
that no intercourſe was likely to impede their 
inſtruQions, or vitiate the morals they incul- 
cated, They were directed hy him, to let 
me have no knowledge of, or value for the 
advantages of my perſon ; and to inſpire me 
K as much as poſſible, with a contempt of fe- 
male beauty. Under their tuition, and in 
theſe principles, I attained my ſeventeenth 
year. My governeſſes were ſufficiently anxi- 
ous to inculcate the worthleſſneſs of thoſe 
qualities, which if they ever had poſſeſſed 
and certainly there were no remains, they 
3 never could recover: and the views of my 
} father had thus far been ſtrialy complied 
with. So extreme was the ignorance and 
ſimplicity in which I lived, that I had never 
beheld my own features once reflected, or 
eveñ 


ever 
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I ee kes the meaning, or the TY of a mir- 
ö vor; and they, ever ſolicitous to divert me from 
te conſideration of my perſon, had entirely 
prevented me from ſuppoſing I was handſome, 
or indeed at all different from themſelves.” 

« It happened however, that one of thoſe 
itinerant dealers, who travel the country with 
various trifling articles which they ſell to the 
villagers and peaſantry, was introduced ints 
our dwelling ; and while my governeſs chaf- 
W fered with him, for ſome of his commodities, 
I accidentally took up a ſmall box which en- 
cloſed a looking-glaſs. Such was my want 
of information, that, while I looked- on the 
glaſs, I fancied my own face, which T there 
beheld repreſented, was a picture painted on 
the lid; and ſuch the pleaſure! which 1 felt 
while I gazed on it, that the governeſſes 
noticed my attention, and deſerying its objet 
gave a loud ſhriek of horror, and alarm. 
They ſcolded me extremely for being ſo med- 
| dleſome, ang returning the box to the man, 
ſuffered me to remain but a very few minutes 
longer in the room. Thoſe were notwith- 
Rey, CONT to render . their previous 
aſſiduities 
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the ſeverity of my treatment, ſlipped flily I 


into my hands a glaſs, larger and better cal- 
culated to make me acquainted with myſelf, 


than the one I had contemplated in the box. 
I received his unfortunate gift from timidity 


rather than any wiſh to poſſeſs a thing whoſe 


uſe I was as yet unacquainted with, but with 
which a ſhort ſpace ſufficed when alone, to 
comprehend all its utility. While I gazed 
ſucceſſively on every feature, and igno- 


rant of the formation which ought to conſti- 


tute their ſeveral beauties, I involuntarily 
made comparifons between them and thoſe of 
my guardians; and though I knew not they 


were more handſome, I could not but conſider 


them as more pleaſing. For cke firſt time, I 


became ſolicitous to adorn my perſon, I ar- 
ranged my hair with the niceſt exaftneſs 


according to my ideas. I mingled the flow- 
ers which bloomed around me in the ringlets 


which fell on my forchead, and unſkilled in 


the wiles of attraction, I yet fancied, that 
what J beheld' with ſo much pleaſure, muſt 
infallibly create the ſame ſenſation in others. 

: 5 Meantime 


THEOPHA. 45 


| « Meantime the pedlar as much amuſed, 
as ſurprized with his adventure, recounted it 
4 Wherever he paſſed, to the great entertainment 
r his cuſtomers; and, while they ſtared at 
the ſtrange ſimplicity of a girl of my age, 
they were delighted with the favourable ac- 
ount he gave them of my perſon.” 
Among others a young man, a Knight of. 
he order of Malta; about to take the final oaths 
with little diſpoſition to obſerve them—whoſe - 
Werſon compriſed all the perfections of youth, 
and whoſe heart formed for love, was aſſiſted 
by manners the moſt infinuating, and ſeduc- 
tive, liſtened to the tale of the pedlar. He 
heard of my charms, and became filled with 
curiofity ; he learned my ſimplicity and igno- 
rance, and became inflamed with the deſire 
of inſtructing me otherwiſe. He ſent to me 
privately, a caſe which contained on one fide}. 
a better mirror than I poſſeſſed ;—on the other, 
a portrait of himſelf, which had on me all the 
effect he deſired. It was my conſtant, my. 
ſunceaſing companion. I opened the precious 
gift every inſtant, and kiſſed thoſe inanimate 
lips, with a e equalled only by the kiſs 
5 that 


te” 


9 


: that is reciprieal;- I welt on the e946! wc 
ſeemed to ſmile in approbation of my ford- 
neſs, encourage my love, and promiſe We 
love i in return. The valued piture repoſed 
on my boſom in ſleep, was concealed next my 
1 heart when in the company of others, and 
| | 3 conſtituted in ſolitude, the object of all my 
_ meditations. So well did the portrait ſuc- 
| _ ceed, that a letter explaining what that had 
© left undone, produced with little difficulty, a 
private meeting. The Knight ſeemed as de- : 
lighted with me, as I had been with his te” this 
ſemblance ;—as fond of his conqueſt, as I bes 
came of the (original. —Our interviews were 
repeated, our familiarities encreaſed, and 
amid proteſtations of eternal affection and . and 


faith, we admitted the tendereſt indulgences. his 

He preſſed me to his boſom, beating high EX 

| with the tumult of love, and defire, Near. - dec 
ſighing, ſenſeleſs, ſinking with delight, der 
yielded him all the treaſures of bs 6 n my 
and wy perſon? 1 Me unk 


e The eternal talk of my ee as ben 55 
on the ſubje of man, had preached the ne- 
ceſſity of n * any com- 
merce 
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merce with them; and, while they ſpoke 
of that commerce, they had never hinted it 
was the ſource of delight to the parties, but 
a mere and neceſſary fulfillment of the ordi- 
nance of the Almighty, given for the propa- 
gation of the ſpecies. I had taken care to 
make this ſtipulation the baſis of our attach- 
ment, and had been hitherto indifferent as to 
the time of its conſunimation ; but with in- 
creaſing knowledge, my apprehenſions begin- 
ning to increaſe, I urged the performance of 
this ceremony, and had the anguiſh to find at 
length, that the engagements of his profeſſion 
forbade his entering into thoſe I propoſed. - 
« My tears and complaints were replied to 
and ſuppreſſed, by the tendereſt aſſurances on 
his part, of a paſſion that would exiſt - 03 { > 
ever; and which alone, had induced Hem e 
deceive me on this head. We loved mutually '{ 
ſo much, that no calamity terrified us which we 8 
might meet in company, and apprehending the. 
unhappy conſequences which might enſue on 
the detection of our intrigue, while we at the 
ſame time became impatient of longerreftraint, 
we Sogn to fly from Sicily, and ſeek a retreat 
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in ſome country - dependant on the Turks. 
Our ſacrifices were equal in this reſolution ; 
for both looked forward to ſplendid fortunes; 


and both were ſufficiently enamoured to aban- 


don them without regret for the e of 


our love.“ | : 
The intention 1 of retiring voluntary i into 
the Turkiſh dominions would have preſerved 
us from ſlavery had we been able to have 
proved it; but, having embarked on board a 


Venetian | veſſel bound for Dalmatia, from 
. whence we imagined we might eaſily proceed, 


we had the misfortune to be attacked, fought, 


and ſubdued, by ſome Turkiſh ſhips which 


ſought to harraſs the Venetians. The expla- 
nation of our plan was regarded as an arti- 


fice: we were ſeparately ſold at a ſea port in 


the Morea, and I was conveyed, curſing my 


_ exiſtence, and my. ill-fortune, to Conſtanti- 


nople. 1 was torn ſenſeleſs, and inanimate, 


from the arms of my beloved Knight, who 
frantic with agony, ſought to rid him of a life 
become horrible: but his purchaſers took 
better care of him than to permit his effecting 
* thas pole and have conveyed him whither 


Heaven 
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— Heaven only knows - Wbere 7 ,muſt 
never hope to go; from whence ke may ne- 
ver hope to fly We are ſeparated for ever: 
—and doomed for ever, to be miſerable !”? 

«. To paint the tortures I endured at part- 
ing exceeds my power of language, and how 
then ſhall I ſucceed to deſcribe the ſufferings 
I have ſince felt, or give names to the ſituati- 
ons in which I have been fince placed?” 
My tears which never ceaſed to flow, 
the grief which inceſſantly preyed on my 
mind, and the melancholy which pervaded 
every feature, disfigured them ſufficiently to 
make them paſs unheeded by the merchants at 
Conſtantinople; but a wretched old woman, 
who by long penury had hoarded a little mo- 
ney, and by long obſervation had acquired 
ſome diſcernment, laid out the ſavings of fifty 
year's to purchaſe. me ; hoping in a ſhort time 
to double the:ſum'/by my re- ſale. 1 

* Educated in principles of modeſty, and 
decorum, the moſt rigid death would have 
been leſs horrible than the beaſtly endeavours 
of, this hideous, woman to render me agree- : 5 X 
able to the luſt, of the Turks. At lengtn 
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ſhe aitained the ſummit of her „ and lad: 
fold me to the Selictar for a confiderable ¶ had 
ſum. I vas conducted to his ſeraglio; con- and 
ſigned to his embraces; and trembling in his tale 
arms with repugnance, and diſguſt, I became 
the extraordinary diſpenſer, and witneſs, of the ¶ ſaid 
exceſs of his delight, who at the fame moment MW ſuit 
overwhelmed me with exceſſive miſery.” 

% For a while I continued the reluctant, MI © b 
paſſive, object of his favours, and affeRtion ; 
but his defires ſated by indulgence, have at 
length been wholly ſubdued—extinguiſhed 
by the uncheeringſpeRacle of continual tears, 
and unceafing lamentations !” 

Theopha, while ſhe was furptined : at theſe 
adventures, was moſt excited to compaſſion 
at ſeeing her in a ſituation fo revolting to her 
feelings, and ſo ſuperlatively infamous, and 
degrading, in the eyes of a lady ſo educated: 
ſhe had witneſſed alfo ſuch a mingled exceſs 
of grief, and ſhame, that ſhe was unable to 
diſtinguiſh, whether ſhe moſt lamented the loſs 
of her lover; or the violation of her honour, 
vas myſelf ſo accuſtomed to this ſort of 

relation; had heard fo many ſtories of abuſed 
ladies, © FO 
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ladies, and Chriſtian captives, that my heart 


| bad, from habit, acquired a culpable apathy ; 


and ſhe obſerved, that I had not liſtened to her 
tale with as much emotion as ſhe had expeRted. 

Jou do not ſeem to feel any intereſt,” 
ſaid ſhe, “ for this unfortunate lady, whoſe | 
ſufferings have ſaddened me ſo much.” 

« She js to be pitied,” I returned coldly, 
« but leſs ſo than if ſhe had had no ſhare in 
her own misfortunes. That is the difference 
between you and her. Your's were the faults . 
of ignorance and miſtake ; her S, of deiigh 
and criminality,” _ 

She did not appear to feels any gde le 
at the diſtinQion I had made, and perſiſted in 
an applauſe of the ſentiments of the Sicilian 
lady, which made her deſerving, ſhe ſaid, . 
our notice and aſſiſtance. 

I uacceded to the inclinations of Theophas '\. 

I promiſed to do ſomething: in her favour, 
from the motive rather of becoming more 
agreeable to the one, than from any-charita« 
ble inclination towards the other. I engaged 


to ſpeak to the Selictar about it immediately; 


and when he joined us, taking him apart, as 
"FS D 2 | if 
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if deſirous to make a myſtery of what 1 laid 
to Theopha, — I aſked if he retained ſufficient 
attachment to the Sicilian, who had formerly 
pleaſed him, to feel _ rg at nne 
| with her. 42 4 | N 
She is your's from this moment,” ſaid 
be; without heſitation - and when 1 talked to 
him of price, he took offence at my-want of 
conſideration for his known charaQer, 

- Beſides the ſatisfadtion he might feel at 
Anging me, he hoped, perhaps, it would be 
a new inducement for my*affiſting his ſuit with 
Theopha; and that the example of my ſup- 
poſed attachment to the Sicilian, might per- 
ſuade her to make trial of the ſame indul- 
gence, by liſtening more favourably to his. 
In permitting me to open the doors of his 
ſeraglio to this unfortunate ſlave, he put me 
at the ſame time in poſſeſſion of a circum- 
ſtance of which Theopha knew nothing. 

- 'z imagined, at firſt, ſaid the Seliftar, 

« that her continued affliction aroſe only from. mur 
the loſs of her liberty, and expetted to find it tifyi 
every day diminiſh, as ſhe grew more accuſ- ſo 


00 tomed to her ſituation; but I diſcover ſhe is 


. . 73 en 


THEOPHA. . 53 


paſſionately fond of ſome former lover, whoſe 
loſs ſhe ſo inceſſantly laments ; and have de. 
tefted alſo, that a ſlave of the ſame country 
as herſelf, has conceived a ſtrong, liking for 


her. His deſires begat ſufficient audacity to 


make him attempt the conveyance of a letter; 
but the meſſenger, more faithful to me than 
to his preſumptuous employer, diſcloſed the 
crime; and as I have for ever prevented its 
future completion, I forbore to require his 
puniſhment, out of reſpe& to his maſter, who 
is my particular friend.“ | 

I applauded his precautions, and his is: 
nity, with regard to the infatuaded ſlave, who 


in captivity, conceiving a paſſion ſo ſuddenly, 


— 


had folly enough to hope for its gratification 


in deſpite of the obſtacles of his ſeraglio, and 
the moſt probable diſinclination of the lady. 
Theopha, delighted by my information as 3 
having obtained the liberty of the Sicilian, 
was as little able to reſtrain her deſire of com- 


7 municating the glad tidings, as I was of gra- 


titying my curioſity by viewing the obje& of 
lo much N and contemplating the 
| D bels 


* 
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pleaſure with which ſhe would bear of her 
releaſe. 35 


We repaired to chat cinder where the 


tale of her forrows had made ſo much im- 
preſſion on the heart of Theopha, and where, 


at our defire, ſhe preſently joined us. 
Maria Rezati, that was her name, approach- 


ed us as J imagined, with much the ſame ſen- 


ſations as thoſe Theopha had herſelf experi- 
enced when ſhe appeared before Cheriber 
and the SeliQar : her looks beſpoke curioſity 


and ſadneſs hope mingled with apprehen- 


ſion.— She thought me, perhaps, a new pur- 


chaſer of female unfortunates who came to 
exmine her merits before [ offered the pur- 


chaſe-money. 
"Deſcriptions of unknown beauties are ſel- 


dom ſucceſsful, often tedious; ſuffice it to 
fay, that her form was delicately correct, as 


of the faireſt ſculpture; and her face, poſſeſſing 
all the faſcinations of Italian feature, was con- 
fiderably more intereſting, from the ſweet ſor- 


row which diffuſed an almoſt unceaſing lan- 
gour over it. 


* 


When Theopha acquainted her with what 


I had 
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I had Jodi obſerve the tranſitions of her 


countenance, the obvious and rapid gratla- 
tions from gloomy deſpondency to exultation 


and rapture, was an exquiſite treat, for which 
worlds were not of ſufficient worth to ex- 
change; nor could the wealth of them have 
imparted. half the heart-felt joy of doing this 
one good action. No ſounds ever ſpoke to 

my ſoul in ſuch enchanting trains as the ac- 


cents which uttered her thanks; no aftions. 


were ever fo graceful, or ſo gratifying, as 
thoſe by which ſhe ſought to give ſtrength to 
her expreſſions. She claſped alternately the 
feet of Theopha, and myſelf, and moiſtened, 
in turn, our hands with her tears: the diſor- 


der of her feelings was ſuch as almoſt baffled 


our united endeavours to reſtore her to tran- 
quillity ; and it was long ere, in any coberent\ 
diſcourſe, I could gather the heads of her 
ſtory from herſelf. She related this in ſuch 
pure, ſuch elegant Italian, —which happily I 
underſtood, — that I found her mind as highly 
cultivated, and as richly endowed, as her per- 
ſon was perfeft and enchanting. I was filled 
with an admiration diveſted of love, for all 
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| my love centered in T heopha; and 1 won! 


| happineſs I then felt in performing this Kruse 
to ſo amiable an object. 
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to Conſtantinople, on affairs which required 
my preſence; and the Selictar had happily 
received intelligence, which ſet him at eaſe 
with regard to his perſonal ſafety. I beheld 


| thewed to accompany us when we feturned,— 


an inclination which I. could not vanquiſh;i— 


_ tleexpefted as it was little likely to happen. 


pared to follow us. Matia Rezati and Theo- 
pha, the Selictar and myſelf, engaged in con- 
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her ſtill better, for having procured me the 


I propoſed to her to return forthwith: to 
Oru, and to take Maria Rezati along with her. 
I was myſelf under the neceſſity of returning 


with much diſquiet the inclination which, he 


but at our departure, a more ſingular, and 
moſt affecting circumſtance took place, as lit- 


We ſet off about mid day in a large calaſh 
(or ſociable), which I had expreſsly for the 
country, and my people, on horfehack, pre- 


verſation, made ng obſervation of what paſſed 
behind us; where a ſlave, on perceiving my 
domeſticks, had ran forward to reach them with 


the 


.* 


» 


the a; anxiety, and addreſſing them in 
French, aſked ſeveral queſtions, to Wien 


| they had replied. The flave ſtill followed, 


obtruding his diſcourſe, and noticing my care 
riage with particular attention. On a ſudden 


he darted from the troop, ruſhed towards us, 


and ſpringing up, clung to the door of the 
calaſh, as if endeavouring to ſtop its progreſs 
in ſpite of ſix ſturdy horſes which drew us 


along, and the armed attendants, who were 


ready to chaſtiſe his inſolence. I conceived, 


at firſt, he was ſome poor Chriſtian captive, 
whoſe afflictions had driven him to inſanity, 
and decided his conduct to be rather that of 
a maniac than a robber. He entreated our 
mercy ; he conjured me to ſtop; he ſolicited 
to be received into the carriage, and gave 
vent to his feelings in ſuch a variety of ſtrange 
unintelligible exclamations, uttered all in an N 
inſtant, that I was fully confirmed in my firſt 
conjectures, ' The Selictar beckoned'my peo- 
ple, who were already making up, to remove 


him. They tore him from his hold, and flung. 


him to the earth, with a brutal reſentment, 


which gave me pain, in proportion as 1 
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eſteemed him more worthy of commiſeration 


than puniſhment. Our attention was diverted 


from the unfortunate ſlave, by a piercing {hriek 
from Maria Rezati, who fell back ſenſeleſs 


in the carriage, and was ſupported with diffi- 
culty by the aſſiſtance of Theopha, from ſink- 


ing off her ſeat. I ordered the drivers im- 


mediately to ſtop, while we adminiſtered every 
ſuccour which might reſtore her. The ſlave, 
no longer withheld by my ſervants, again at- 


tempted to approach the carriage without ſuc- 


ceſs; but, in the perſeverance of bis ſup- 


plications, having learned that one of the 


ladies had fainted, he grew flill more impe- 
tuous and ungovernable, and called on her 
by the ſeveral names of love —vifel—miſ- 
treſs!—and Maria!!! . 
I recognized from theſe founds, the ſlave of 
whoſe attempt the Selictar had told me. I made 
known to him my ſuſpicions, and he never 
having ſeen him, though he had detected his 
letter, deſired he might be permitted to come 
near. As he came up to the {ide of the vehicle, 
Maria was beginning to recover; her eyes gen- 
tly . were dire d ed that E they fell 


on 
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non the captive, and ſhe inſtantly fainted again. 
His agony at the fight of her condition, was 
| ſuch as to reduce him nearly to the ſame ſtate; 
ſuch as, together with his late exertions, de- 
prived him of ſpeech, and would have kept us 
longer in Ignorance, had. not. Maria Rezati, 


by calling bim her huſband! and her life! 


we beheld the once wealthy Knight of Malta. 
.. Acknovledged to be ſuch, he commanded his 
_ WJ diforder ſufficiently, as by dint of great efforts, 
e recovering his ſpeech, and aſſuming the air 
I which was ſuited to his birth, to relate. his 
: ſtory in a concife, but ſo affecting a manner, 


chat I ſhould in vain attempt to give it half 


the intereſt. it received from his expreſſion, 5 


of Anima mia! mia ſhoſa !- cara, cara amata * 


le exclaimed the enraptured Knight, claſping his 


is carriage; while Maria, extending her arms 
e over the fide, as if i inviting the embrace, ſtared 


e, on his form with ſtreaming eyes, and coul 1 


4 on: utter © Caro, caro, perduto ſpool... 


again recovering, have made clear the myſtery | 


In the miſerable ſlave that ſtood before us, 


er hands in ſeeming readineſs to ſpring into the 
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The heart of the Selictar was as much ſoft- 
ened at the ſight of this affecting ſcene, as was 
that of Theopha and myſelf. I conſoled the 
lovers with the aſſurance that I would intereſt 
me for the perfection of their happineſs; and Y 
enquired of the Selictar if he was ſufficiently 
well with the maſter of the Knight, to detain 
him without giving offence. He informed 
me, that the General was one of his beſt 
friends; and with that continuation of polit 
neſs, common to the Turks. On my ex- 
preſſing a wiſh to take him with us to Oru, 
he ſent immediately to requeſt he would give 
him leave to make _ of his llave for a few 
days. 

«] foreſee,” added he, moſt b « that 
you will require my ſervices ſtil} further in 
this affair; but I anticipate your wiſh by 
making you the unlimited offer of them: and 
can moreover acquaint you, Nady Emir will 
grant that to no one : which he Hee reſale 
to me.“ a. 

We diſmounted one of our train, and gave 
the horſe to the Knight, whoſe joy ſeemed 

almoſt 


1 


- 


Almost to unfit 1 for keeping his ſeat 1 


meanour to his preſent wretched ſituation. 


1, diſcovered- Maria to be among the number 
c ot his ſlaves, he had long unſucceſsfully at- 
w WW tempted to ſee her, and make known his near 

neighbourhood. As he was each day allowed 
at a ſhort reſpite from the drudgery of his em 
n ploy, he made-uſe of it to put in practice 


y every effort for this purpoſe; and though me- 
d naced with death by the treachery of the flave 
to whom he had entruſted a letter, be was not 


e deterred from the purſuit, but 3 | 


when he diſcovered us, to watch the windows 


e of the Selictar, in hopes of finding ſome 


a opportunity to converſe with his beloved 
ft miſtreſs. 
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ever, the recolleQion of his condition, and : 
| his coarſe dreſs which proclaimed it, made 
him ſuppreſs his tranſports; and with a modeſt. 
= diffidence, endeavour; io reconcile his de- 


He inſtructed me as we went on, that Nady 
Emir, to whom he belonged, and who was a 
General in the Ottoman ſervice, lived in the 
neighbourhood of the Selictar; and having, 
by unceaſing diligence, and inceſſant enquiry, 
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My attendants being French, and drefſed 
in the European ſtile, attracted his attention: 


he addreſſed them in their own language; —he 


beheld Maria in the carriage; and he heard, 
and ſaw, all that he had any anxiety to know. 

During the remainder of our Journey, 1 
could not conceal from the Selittar what had 
been my motive for releaſing Molena, for that 


was the name they had given her in the ſe- 


raglio ; and confeſſed the wiſh I now indulged 
of doing the fame for the Malteſe Knight, 
and reſtoring them to each other.  Theopha 


did not fail to quicken his reſolves, by ex- 


preſſing the warm intereſts ſhe took in their 
concerns, and he did not attempt to retrat 
from the offer he had made to procure his 


| liberation, when he found we Were eee to 


accept it. 
When we arrived at Oru, the Knight re- 


: queſted to ſpeak to me alone ; and, on his 


knees, returning me thanks for the ſervices 1 
meditated, he begged my permiſſion to change 
his habit, mingling in his energetic language 
the grateful appellations of ann W and 

preſerver. 


2 * 
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Although the ſmalleſt deviation from his 


allotted dreſs be eſteemed a crime'of great 
magnitude in a flave, I did not heſitate to 
comply with his deſire; and he appeared in a 
W cw minutes, in that ſtyle which exhibited the 


elegance of his figure, and correſponded more 
with the poliſh of his manners. Knowing 
that his miſtreſs was now free, and burning 
with defire to preſs her again to his boſom, _ 
he beſought our indulgence; and Maria, while 


ſhe ſunk in his arms, afforded equal proof of 


the happineſs of mutual affection, and the ex- 
ceſs of delight which ſucceeds to ſurmounted 
misfortunes, 

The preſence of the SeliQar was a aug 
of which I would gladly have been rid: the 
degree of paſſion I poſſefſed for Theopha 
wanted ſcarcely the incitement of the ſcenes. 


we beheld to raiſe it to a pitch of defire 1 . ; 


could no longer contend with. With the 
conviction of Theopha's conqueſt over every 
libertine propenſity, I flattered myſelf of 
having atchieved that of the conqueſt of her 
heart; I feared no obſtacle, convinced of her 
partiality, but a little timidity which 1 might 
overcome 
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overcome by dint of perſeverance; and ſhould 
have inſtantly attempted the completion of 
my projet if ] could have avoided the Se- 
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lictar's intruſion, He had expected we ſhould 


return together to Conſtantinople, and I took 


care to magnify the urgency of my affairs, 


that I might get him there as ſoon as poſlible. 


I took the Malteſe along with me, for, inde- 


_ pendent of its being neceſſary to procure his 


liberation, I had another reaſon for not leaving 
him at Oru, where my preſent arrangements 
preſented ſome difficulties. As it did notappear 


he had any deſigns of returning with his miſ- 


treſs into Sicily, and it was moſt unlikely they 
ſhould remain together without renewing their 
former intimacy, I doubted whether it was 


prudent in me to permit that familiarity to 
be indulged under my roof. - My principles 
were by no means faſtidious on this ſubject, 


nor any-wiſe more ſevere than faſhionable 
gallantry might wiſh; I alſo ſhould have 
been among the laſt to accuſe two lovers as 


criminal, who ſought to render themſelves as 
happy as I would gladly have been with The- 


opha; but, if the warmth of young deſires 
| ſhall 
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. zl ſometimes overleap the laws preſcribed 
py religion, ſociety has yet a claim for the 


-xacted, to pay attention to its dictates. Theſe 
cruples might have produced ſome reſolves 
not altogether agreeable: perhaps, to the Mal- 
teſe, had he not prevented them 1 dir, own 
voluntary informations. 


ſoon as I had effected the ſervice I was about 
- {WH would returndireAly to his native country; not 


merely for the purpoſe of reſtoring to me, the 
expences I ſhould incur by my friendſhip, 


WH bſcrvance of moral decorum; and I was 
2 particularly held by the duties my employ . 


He took an opportunity to tell me, that as 


to render him, by procuring his liberty, he 


there was any hope of his being releaſed from : | 


/ 
r 
S but with the intention of learning whether 
) 
8 


thoſe vows which doomed him to perpetual 
celibacy. His misfortunes had aſſiſted to 


CEP 


ripen his underſtanding. He beheld in Ma- 
ria Rezati, an only daughter, born to afflu- 
s ence and diſtinction, ruined by his ſeductions: 
she beheld in her, a thouſand qualities which 


Oy 


- WW commanded his love, and her charms pre- 
8 vailed over the diſtaſteful recollection, that 
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ſhe had been ſubmitted to the abuſe of the 
feraglio. Theſe united conſiderations which 
he related to me with perfect calmneſe and 
good ſenſe, had fixed his refolution ; and he 
was determined to ſpare no effort to procure 
his releaſe from the reſtrictions of his order; 
to offer her his hand; and endeavour to recom- 
penſe by marriage, the miſeries his former 
treatment had occaſioned, 
I gaveevery praiſe to intentions which be. 
ſpoke ſo much honour and integrity, but I 
ſaw difficulties in the execution of his project 
- which the ſanguine Knight ſeemed not to have 
conſidered. 

The Seliftar made it his rl buſineſs to >ſee 
Nady Emir, who was returned to town, and 


obtained the Malteſe ſlave of him with all the 


facility he had expected; but although his 
generoſity led him to inſiſt on my accepting 
him as a preſent, under the certainty that I 
was of re-payment, I prevailed on him to 
receive a thouſand ſequins which was the ſum 
he had given to the General. 

After the knowledge the Sicilian had 
yielded me of his ſentiments I made no heſi- 
tation 
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tation of permitting his return to Oru. . He 
propoſed only to bid adieu to his miſtreſs, and 
it was with much difficulty that 1 prevailed on 
him to remain there a few days to recover 


himſelf. 


ſolve. I did not direaly penetrate the myſ- 


one he had abandoned. | 
Ha replied, that, on a renewed conſidera- 
tion of the difficulties which oppoſed his firſt 
ee deſign, and the riſques which he hazarded 
nd i either of being tormented by the Grand 
he Maſter of his Order, or the family of the 
1s WF Rezati's, he had returned to the original pro- 
NS I ject of making a ſettlement in Turkey; that 
I i he had ſome eligible propoſals to fix in the 
LO Morea, and that he ſhould ſtill adhere to his 
m WW intention of becoming the huſband of Maria, 

becauſe he felt himſelf no longer under any 
d WF neceſſity to comply with the laws of a pro- 
1- WW icon, of which in renouncing, he renounced 
5 : | all 


Two days after I went thither; but was 
greatly ſurprized immediately on my arrival, 
to hear that he had entirely changed his re- 


tery of his fickleneſs, and only enquired of 
him, what plan he ſubſtituted in lieu of che 
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all the advantages: laſtly, that having a con- 


F 14 55 ſiderable ſum yet untouched which he had 

F il #; i” depoſited in the hands of a banker at Meſſina, or | 

1 1. be was ſufficiently rich to pay me the money 1 ſtain 

. had advanced, and to live in a retired man- Wiſilt« 

g j 1 | ner wherever he might in future fix his reſi. ma 
C( 


_— dence. He added, that the father of Maria 
1 was exceſſively rich, and could neither live 
for ever, nor deprive her of thoſe rights of 
inberitance which ſhe derived from birth ; am. 
they would therefore ſoon, or late, become ¶ neſ: 
poſſeſſed of greater wealth than their defires WM ve» 
conceived to be neceſſary to ſecure happineſs, I tc 
and would have a ſufficient patrimony to be- The 
queathtotheir children if it ſhould pleaſe Hea- W c1d: 
ven torender their union produttive of them. 2 
= / A ſyſtem ſo plauſible, and ſo ſuddenly cep 
1 concerted, made me ſuſpe& it had been thre 
453 aſſiſted by ſomeggxtraordinary aid ; but I had ted! 
little ſuſpicion: at the moment, that the in- kno 
triguing, and almoſt forgotten, Syneſi had not 
had any hand it it. Such however was the ere. 
fact. | : E e too 
Not at all ſedulous to dive further into the I Afr 
views of the Malteſe than he choſe to explain the 
| than, 
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them, and barbouring no miſtruſt of -Syneſi, 


tain ſome little doubts of the Sicilian's con- 
Wſiltency, and good faith; I made not the 


eſi. ¶ malleſt objection to his new arrangements. 
ria « The ſum I have paid for your ranſom,” 


ſaid I, “ need give you no diſquiet, I ſhould 
have been equally ready to have doubled its 
amount to have contributed to your happi- 


me MW neſs.” He ſeemed fully ſatisfied with this 
res new proof of the difintereſtedneſs with which 
>ſs, I took part in his concerns, and haſtened to 
De- WI Theopha, hoping from her to gain ne elu- 


for fears for myſelf, though I began to enter- 


"7% 
gu” 
* 


ea-cidation of this new-imagined proje 
. The empire ſhe had gradually, ar imper- 
nly Wl <<ptibly, acquired over me, had made the 
en 8 three days I had been abſent appear the moſt | 
ad WW tedious and inſupportable period 1 had ever 
in- known. I bluſhed at my Nn weakneſs in 
ad not having earlier combated this ſtill en- 
he creafing paſſion, for its aſcendency was now. 
too great to be withitood ; and like the ſpent 
he African, when hurrying down che cataracts of 
ain che N ile, as all N muſt be vain, I ſub- 
m, mitted 


n a> er 
as =, 3 >< 


* "'W , b4 
5 3 
% Y 1 3 4. . - 
8 7-47 . id SISA, 3 3 
4 3 2 8 4 A 
7 0 8 * 8 


8 
way * — — 
; $24.4, 1 E > __— = he 
=> Y 8 my — man 
9 4 ” © : * * — 
. o 7 
r — © Rn 
% yy * 95 7 P G , - £ % * . 8 > 
* 8 Pp £4 2 be oy + A = a 55 8 & : « # „* * 2 
"7 =>. = ſn 1 * - WS Fx ad | TS © 9 he E L 
1 4 n 4 r 1 1 x 
e a "ow. 5 . E hoy * *— 8 
* . * 


. 
0 [7 ” 
* 2 : 12 
N i * 7 


> w- 
N 
PF 4 I at. "» 
22 b n 

his g 4 


— 2 -. 
—_— / * 
** 9 


a 4B 
ung Des Soros wat ou 
. to Po op CO — 


r 
— 


2 


*. 2 % ; 2 "FP \ 
ARES - * wh! 3 2 
_— n . Sd 


k 
a5. VE 
* k 
© 


— 7 rien, 4 


>=. 
— 2 OE. 


. Pe oy 
2 — 


—— —ͤ — 
* 5 


- 


L 
233 


mitted like him, to be carried wherever the 
current might convey me. 


underſtanding, and putting in practice the 
Intimacy that I ſighed for. 
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J entered the apartment of Theopha, deter- 
mined not to quit it again without a mutual 


Always ſome hateful conſtraint withheld me 
when I wiſhed to ſpeak to Theopha on the 
ſubje& of my love. Maria Rezati and ſhe app 
were ſitting together. They had become ex- 1 
tremely attached, and their longer acquaint- WM ſent 
ance had only ſerved to encreaſe the liking nate 


they had at firſt conceived. .I preſently found MF in 


7 had been the ſubject of converſation, and, WM enc: 
that Maria Rezati unable to ſuppoſe Theopha be! 
and I lived upon platonic terms, bad been Ml ſaid 
congratulating her on ſo happy a conneQtion, il eſte 
and expreſſing her admiration at the pleaſure ¶ ing 


we ſeemed to enjoy in each other. But no. 


Theopha diſliking the ſuppoſition, and ſo- MW clu 
licitous to do it away, addreſſed me on my 1 ta 


entrance in a manner moſt ingeniouſly ſuited {MW her 
to that purpoſe. She then changed the.diſ- MW ceal 


courſe, which, though perfectly intelligible to not 
her friend, was rather ambiguous to me, 
= not 


er- 
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not having heard the preceding part of their 


converſation, threw me into a ſtate of uncer- 


tainty that occaſioned ſome little chagrin to 
interfere with my good humour. My impati 


ence to addreſs her on the ſubjeQ with which I 


was filled, and the impoſſibility of being 


freed from the preſence. of Maria, made me 


adopt a ſcheme, which to all but a lover, would 
appear puerile, and ridiculous, 
I paſſed into her cloſet, and feeling but too 


ſenſibly how much my hopes were procraſti- 


nated, I took up a pen to prevent fartherdelay 
in explaining that which my tongue, influ- 


enced by fear, and mortification, might not 


be ſo well able to expreſs. In a few lines I 
ſaid all that a heart, penetrated with love and 


eſteem, could ſuggeſt moſt capable of affect - 


ing her ſenſibility :—and though I obſerved 
no diſguiſe in my language, I repeated in con- 
cluding it, to obviate all miſconception, that 
I talked to her not of friendſhip, I ſpoke to 
her of love!—A love no longer to be con- 


cealed; — no longer to be ſupported. if it did 


not became reciprocal. I had ſworn to pre- 
ſerve it with my life, and to prevent that from 
becoming 


og 


- 
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becoming wretched, ſhe muſt render 1 it ſuc- 
ceſsful. | 
Having thus relieved my boſom of the br. 


then which oppreſſed it, I returned in greater 


tranquillity, and requeſted of Theopha to re- 
tire thither for a moment. In a little time 
ſhe came back, looking more ſerious than | 
had hardly ever obſerved her, and begged me 
to go again into the cloſet myſelf. 
Beneath my writing ſhe had written her 
reply. It was conciſe, but of too extraordi- 
nary a nature ever to eſcape my recolleQion. 
A wretch, who had firſt learned from me 
the names of virtue, and of honour, and who 
had not yet learned that of her father; the 
polluted ſlave of the Governor of Patras ;— 
the defenceleſs object of the Selictar's luſt ful 
propenſities; — was a creature fit only to in- 


ſpire my commiſeration, if it eſcaped my dif- 


guſt: it might be noticed by my'humanity,— 

but ſhe could never recognize it as herſelf, 
when addreſſed in the language of love, and 
made alſo the ſubject of applauſe!ꝰ 
I could not reſtrain me while reading 


theſe lines, and the exclamation which eſcaped 


1 
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me, dk Theopha conceive I was ſuddenly 
taken ill, ſhe haſtened to give me her aſſiſt- 
ance. I ſtretched out my arms beſeeching 
er approach, but ſhe retired immediately on 
perceiving her miſtake. %% 9” 
A prey to the moſt violent and affecting 
agitations, I could not perſuade myſelf yet, 
o abandon my hopes; and ſeizing the pen to 
>fface the horrible portrait ſhe had drawn of 
erſelf, I deſcribed her as ſhe was,—with all 
he faſcinations which nature had ſhed on her 
catures;—all the perfections with which ſhe 
ad ennobled her mind. This,” added I, 
is the object of my love. This is the being 
I muſt love for ever!” 

I roſe ; I informed her 1 had anſwered her 
hallenge, and retired. 
How aſtoniſhing thought I, as I 1 
y ſteps towards the garden, is it, that all 
heſe precautions ſhould be attended to, and 
de neceſſary, for the diſcloſure of my wiſhes 
O a girl whom I have taken from out the 
embraces of a Turk; and who at the com- 
encement of her freedom, would have 
ſtcemed herſelf too bappy to have baen ho- 
Vol. II E nobred 


erer 
R \ 


with my age, or experience. But, 
pendent of a ſecret remorſe which I could 
not baniſh when I recollected the principles 


her eyes, by an attempt to deſtroy thoſe ſen- 
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noured with mine. In the exceſs of my de- 
fires, and even while I became intoxicated 
by the "indulgence of anticipated pleaſure, 1 
was repreſſed hy a timidity congenial neither 
inde- 


of virtue I had ſo often explained to her; and 
the fear of rendering myſelf deſpicable in 


timents of honour, and rectitude, which I 
had myſelf inculcated; it were neceſſary 1 
ſhould give ſuch a deſcription of her perſon 
as might convey the idea of a face calculated 


io inflame the coldeſt heart; to warm the moſt 


unſuſceptible boſom; on account of its ex- 


quiſite perfections, moſt capable to create awe, 
and to command reſpect; and adding to this 


inimitable exterior, the deportment of unat- 
feted modeſty, and unſwerving virtue; ſuc- 
ceſsfully to repreſent her powers of repulſe. 
Twenty times controuled by the diftates of 
honour, and propriety,—I conſidered the re- 
linquiſhment of my looſer attempts, and 


leaving to the virtuous inclinations of Theo- 


pha, 
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pha, a perfect liberty to indulge themſelves; 
but as often, hurried from my reſolves, by 
the impetuoſity of my paſſion, I flattered my- 
ſelf with having atchieved a great conqueſt in 
ceaſing to urge her for any farther gratifica- 
tions than thoſe her own feelings might unſo- 
licited, ſuggeſt. 

Reſtored to ſomething like compoluge, I 


at length returned to the houſe, expecting the 


anſwer I had given her ſo much time to pre- 
pare, but without attempting to be with her 


alone; a ſituation which I obſerved ſhe was 


equally diſpoſed to avoid. I read in her eyes a 


diſquietude which, while the attempts to con- 


ceal it gave her infinite pain, was yet too ap- 
parent to eſcape my notice; and an evident 
embarraſſment under which he laboured all 
day, was perhaps by her, quite as obſervable 


in myſelf. 


The time of our repoſe came, and Theo- 
pha had yet given me no reply. I retired to 


my chamber, where in various conjedctures, 


and a variety of uneaſineſſes, the night paſſed 


but unaccompanied by reſt, or ſleep. In 


the morning one of my ſlaves brought me a 
LS letter 


* q 
1 
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letter carefully ſealed; *twas the letter 1 
had ſo long wiſhed for :—a letter which had 
cauſed as much unhappineſs in the writing, as 
I had felt while I waited for it! Theopha 
| had paſſed as ſleepleſs a night as myſelf, occu- 
pied in compoling that reply I had ſo deſired, 
but which on its reception, only ſerved t6 
render me more miſerable by the certainty of 
that oppoſition, before had only apprehended. 
How was I dejected at the unqualified con- 
demnation it contained of all my propoſals; 
and with how much ſhame, and regret, do I 
recolle@ the unworthy emotions, which kind- 
ling my rage, prompted me to tear the ſacred 
manuſcript to pieces? In a ſtyle the moſt affeQ- 
ing Theopha related afreſh all the violations 
| the had ſuſtained, all the faults ſhe had com- 
mitted ;—and exaggerating her imperfections 
while ſhe threw a veil over her virtues, and 
her charms, ſhe repreſented to me how un- 
worthy ſhe was of my love ; how ill it became 
her who had ſo many errors to repair, and ſo 
many criminal debaucheries' to repent, | t 
liſten to a paſſion which could only ab, a 
renewal; and how little it became me who 
er” us was 
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was ber inſtruQor in virtue, to take advan- 
tage af the great controul I poſſeſſed over 
her, and the inclination which inceſſantly 
perſuaded her to love me, for the deſtruttion 
of thoſe ſentiments. which ſhe owed as much to 
my councils as her own efforts. If however, thoſe 
duties of which ſhe began to conceive the ex, 
tent, were at any time forgotten ;—if ever ſhe 
yielded to the dictates of love, and ſpurned 
again the leſſons of propriety, -I muſt be the 
object, the only object, that could ſo prevail on 
her. But in the name of this avowal which 
came from her in the fincerity of her heart, * 
ſhe beſought me not to renew thoſe ſolicita- 
tions of which ſhe foreſaw all the danger; or 
if her preſence was an obſtacle to my happi- 
neſs, ſhe conjured me to let her purſue her 
original plan, and fly to ſome quiet retreat in 
a Chriſtian country, there to avoid the re- 
proach of interrupting my peace, and be= 
coming a bane to her beſt benefaQor. 1 
Deſpairing to give them either the grace, 
or the energy, they poſſeſſed in her language, 
I detail here, but a few of the many ſenti- 
ments I yet remember ; and. bluſh now to 
E cConfeſs, 
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confeſs, that it was not in the aimable and 
virtuoys light they deſerved that I confidered 
them. I viewed them only as militating 
againſt my views; as deſtructive of my hopes; 
—and repented from my ſoul, to have armed 
a girl of ſeventeen, with ſuch ſturdy weapons 
to oppoſe me. 

Was it for me, to become the preacher of 
continence, and the converter: of proſtitute 
ſlaves? Was this an occupation for my age, 

or did it correſpond with my inclinations? 
To do this, I ſhould have been convinced of 
the doarines I inculcated, and by that con- 
vigtion, have been able to derive from them, 

the remedy I required for myſelf. Was it 
not folly, or madneſs, or worſe, devoted to 
fenſyal indulgences as J was, to attempt the 
diffuſion of virtue, and recommend chaſtity 

to Theopha? © Fool, fool,“ I exclaimed, 

«© I am deſervedly puniſhed!” But anxious 

to reſcue me from my own. accuſations, and 

to reconcile me if poſſible, to my own aQs of 
folly, I reviewed all my condu& to diſcover if 

I had actually furniſhed her with thoſe wea- 


pons ſhe wielded fo ſucceſsfully againſt me. | 
J had 
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nd I had repreſented to her only, the infamy 
ed of that commerce which in Turkey, is called 
ng Wl love ;—the filthy facility with which women 
es; Wl there, ſubmit to unwiſhed-for, and diſguſting. 
ed MW embraces ;—the groſſneſs which degrades the 
ns higheſt gratification our nature allows; and 
that deplorable ignorance of taſte, and incli- 
of MW nation, which alone can make the intercourſe 
te MW mutually exquiſite ;—which ſhould for ever 
ze, Ml accompany its indulgence ;—and which alſo, 
5? WM alone, can fully realize the beneficent intents 
of of the Creator: but had I ever decried to 
n- ber the dictates of reciprocal regard? Had I 
m, ever reprobated the pleaſure which aroſe from 
ir] the union of defires, when the heavings of 
to MW one breaſt are replied to by the ſighs of ano- 
he her, and the embrace not prompted merely 
ity MW by the inſtin& of brutality, is awaited with 
ed, deſire, and received with delight; hen each 
us IM careſs the ſpontaneous offspring of the heart, 
is welcomed with avidity, and repaid with a 
rapture unfeigned, and unrepented? No, no, 
rif it was Theopha that had miſconceived my 
ea- meaning, and by her miſconception, while 
.I taught her only to deteſt the degradations 
jad Na © * OS 
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of her er, ſhe had ſlandered by her errone- 
ous ſentiments, the beſt, the happieſt ſtate 
that Heaven has permitted. I determined to 
undeceive her, to convert her from her ill- 
Judged opinions, and not bear the ridicule of 
having infuſed into ſo lovely a girl, thoſe max- 
ims which conſigned her to a barren exiſtence, 
and were better ſuited to the ſolitude and ſad- 
_ neſs of a cloiſter than the more rational ſcenes 
of aftive life. 5 | 
Far from being leſs confirmed in this idea 


while I examined it more minutely, I became 


convinced my chief fault had been to have put 
into the hands of Theopha ſuch books of 
morality,” which as moſt of them do, carried 
"theſe dofrines to too great an exceſs; and 
withdrawing her from the looſer principles in 
which ſhe had been educated, bad ſubſtituted 
in their room a rigid, unnatural forbearance; 
Za cold, inhuman, monkiſh auſterity. 
This thought made me determine to 
away the miſchief as ſpeedily as poſſible, by 
means of books of another complexion ; and 
as I had corrupted her underſtanding, and 
apathized her heart, by monaſtic homilies, 
5 „ "and 
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and bigotted diſputations, I would try if ap- 
proved novels, poetry, and theatrical pro- 
ductions, might not counteract the effe& of 
church lucubrations, befit her for the pur- 


woman. 
Finding ourſelves accidentally alone, I 


es WM letter, nor avoid expreſſing my regret at its 


contents; but I moderated the ſhew of my 
ca MI diſappointment, and teſtifying more admira- 


ne ration of her virtue, than ſorrow at her re- 


ut MW ſolves, I ſpoke of their enmity to my inclina- 
of tions only as an argument for my ſuppreſſing 


ed them. I then turned the diſcourſe to the ſub- 


nd ject of her ſtudies, and praiſing ſome books I. 


in bad juſt received, I promiſed to ſend them to 

her in the afternoon, 5 75 
She was by no means under the influence 
of ſuch great moderation at hearing me, as I 
ad affected in addreſſing her; and prompted 
by the exceſs of her j joy, ſhe preſſed my hand 
to her lips, and exclaimed paſſionately, * Do 
I then recover my parent? Then am I re- 
ſtored to happineſs and ſatisfaction, and all I 
| E 5 hoped, 


poſes of her ſex, and reduce her again to a 


could not but acknowledge the receipt of her 
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hoped in throwing me on his generous pro- 
tection !”? | | 

This burſt of genuine ſentiment, accompa- 
nied with looks ſo bewitching, ſo irreſiſtible, 
ſpoke forcibly to my heart; and unable to 
utter a ſyllable in reply, convinced how little 
I deſerved her opinion, and fearing to ac- 
knowledge it, I retired to my chamber to in- 
dulge in private, the trouble which then jaun- 
diced all my reflections. 

« What enchanting ſimplicity ! What ſen- 
timents and manners, ſlie poſſeſſes! What an 
union of charms and ſeductions conſpire to 
make her irreſiſtible ; while the virtuous pro- 
penſity which breathes through all her dif- 
courſe, protects her from ſucceſsful attack, and 
renders all my plans abortive! Shall fo much 
excellence be ſacrificed to ſatisfy a turbulent 
inclination? ſhould ſo much virtue be con- 
ſigned as an offering to the ſuggeſtions of 
vice!” Theſe were the expreſſions whigh 
involuntarily eſcaped me, and thefe were the 
queſtions which yet my ſcruples forbade to be 
anſwered in the affirmative. 


My books ſurrounded me, and I, by acci- 
dent, 


e 


dent, caſt my eyes on the volumes of Cleo—- 
patra, the Princeſs of Cleves, and ſome other 
performances, where love is depifted in its 
moſt romantic exceſs, where every page gives 
the lie to probability, and the effects of the 
paſſions are deſcribed ſo as to beget them in 
the breaſt of the reader. I conſidered if I 
ſhould give theſe to her peruſal: if I ſhould 
fill her imagination with the tattlings of folly, 
and abuſe her underſtanding by the ridiculous 
pictures of beings who never exiſted, and who» 
if they could have lived, would not have been 
what. they are there repreſented: if I ſhould 
light up in her boſom the fires of inclination, 
by ſuch unworthy artifice, and feel happy in 
a conqueſt effeded by ſuch treacherous pro- 
ceeding, But Theopha was ſuperior to this : 
ber mind was too ſtrongly formed to be ſo 
ſubdued, and: ſhe would turn from thoſe 
wretched frivolities in diſguſt, and apply with 
greater zeal to more rational purſuits. I ſhould 
have the mortification to behold the illuſion 
diſſipated in leſs time than had been neceſſary 


for its creation; or, if it were poſſible to ſuc- 


i- WW ceed, I ſhould be pained by the conviction, _ 


At, E66 | that 
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that her acquitſcence aroſe Noi encitements 


wholly diſtinct from thoſe T WER it to 
ſpring. 


Become ion calm = continual re- 


fleQion, and my defires permitting, at length, 


my reaſon to aſſert itſelf, I conſidered my 
fituation diſpaſſionately. I ſaw before me 
two tremendous difficulties. I muſt either, 
giving looſe to my love, trample down the 
dictates of underſtanding, diſregard every 
principle of honour, and good faith, and, do- 
ing violence to the perſon and wiſhes of Theo- 
pha, poſſeſs myſelf of thoſe charms which 
ſeemed alone equal to make my future exiſt- 
ence tolerable ;—or, ſuffering my reaſon to 
get the aſcendant, I muſt tear from my boſom 
a paſſion fixed and entwined with every fibre 
of my heart; conſtituting all the pleaſure 1 


hoped, or poſſeſſed, though inflicting conti- 


nual anguiſh, and ſtrengthening myſelf into 


Stoical inſenſibility, behold the beauties of 


Theopha and not figh to enjoy them. 


It was more juſt that I ſhould- dire& my f 
efforts to ſubdue myſelf. I had on no pre- g 
tence the right to attempt her ſeduction: but, 


was 
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s das it more prafticable 9 I felt the — | 


0 of kuman nature to abandon what was proper 
for what was pleaſant; to fly the difficulty, and 
attempt the eafeft purſuit: but the remem- 


„ WE you, but I will repreſs it rather than it ſhall 
e become impure,”*—convinced me how little 


5 I had to hope from her concurrence: and 
> WH when J examined what it was beſt to purſue 
for our mutual intereſt, I muſtered ſufficient . 


G reſolution to decide for an intercourſe an. 
ted to friendſhip alone. 


1 But I found in the event, notwithſtanding 
the conflict it had coſt me to come to this. 


0 deciſion, that to make it, was a matter of ab- 
1 Wl ſolute facility compared to the after obſerv- 
> ance. I had overlooked the certainty; that 
[ whatever reſtrictions I might impoſe on my 
. WH bcbaviour towards Theopha, — by whatever 
) rigid laws I might regulate our familiarity, 
I ſhould only conceal, not cure, 'the paſſion 


diſguiſe, the molt intereſting part of my life, 
| EL a the 


brance of her decifion, —her words, I love 


which was implanted in my boſom ; and that, 
in this continued ſtate of mortification and 
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the hours of domeſtic retirement, would be- by 
become a ſcene of continued. torture. I ne- 


vertheleſs dedicated: myſelf ſolemnly, and Jets 


blindly, to this ſelf-infliftion - and did not 
then at all foreſee the extent of the ſufferings 0 
I then prepared for myſelf. Se mai 


Syneſi, who had begun to recover from his a n. 
wounds, and whom I had not ſeen fince his ſef] 


confinement, interrupted my melancholy me- .,1, 
ditations, by a meſſage begging my forgive- mac 
neſs of the paſt. I had wholly negleQted him he. 
fince that adventure, but not eſteeming the EYE 
offences which had been prompted by love of t rac 

a very criminal complexion, I had given or- niti. 
ders that every care ſhould be taken for his an « 
recovery ; and when that took place, that he I 
ſhould be ſent home to his father: but the bed 
ſubmiſſion he now expreſſed diſpoſing, me to the 
forget his ill conduct, I enquired particularly an u 
of his health, and hearing he could not yet inte 
leave his chamber, I] went thither to ſee him. I 
At my entrance, if it had been poſſible, he ing 
ſeemed as if he would have ſunk into the earth M tho( 
to eſcape my regards; but encouraging hin to h 


, by H 
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by my ire 1 begged m! to acquaint me 
with the whole of his intentions, of which 1 


believed, I already knew the greater part. 


This language, which in reality referred to 
no other circumſtance than the viſit he had 
made to Theopha, was to him of ſo equivocal 
a nature, that he ſuſpected by it, I was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe of his ſchemes of which I was 
wholly ignorant, but which his miſtake now 
made him diſcloſe to me. I obſerved that 
he trembled with confuſion, and this exciting 
in me ſuſpicions of which I had harboured no 
trace on my entry, I redoubled my importu- 
nities, and his diſtreſs ſeemed to augment in 
an equal proportion. 

He endeavoured to raiſe himſelf up in his 
bed; and when I obliged him to relinquiſh 
the attempt, he conjured me to have pity on 
an unfortunate young man, whoſe moſt diſtant 
intention had never been to give me offence, 

I liſtened to him with a ſeriouſneſs border- 
ing on ſeverity, and affected a knowledge of 
thoſe circumſtances which I was all anxiety 
to hear him relate. ue 7. 

He aſſured me he was ever ready to ac- 

knowledge 


46 
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knowledge Theopha as his ſiſter, and would 
be foremoſt of his family to treat her as ſuch, 


whenever his father ſhould chooſe to explain 
himſelf; but not ſeeing himelf, ſufficient cer- 
titude as to her birth to confirm him in that 
opinion, he had encouraged other ſentiments 
which might become as advantageous to her, 
as the aſcertaining of her relationſhip, or the 
trifling inheritance ſhe might, on that account, 
derive from Condoidi. In a word, his pro- 


poſal was to make her his wife to ſhare 
With her a ſmall property he derived from his 


mothef, wholly ſecure from the effe& of that 
law in their family which directed all the pa- 
ternal property to deſcend to the eldeſt ſon; 


that under this intention, he hoped he had not 


been wanting in reſpect to me in having de- 
ferred his return to Conſtantinople for a few 
days, that he might previouſly find an oppor- 
tunity to make known his ideas to Theopha; 


that on the contrary, he. had hoped they might 


even meet my approbation ; and with reſpel 
to the offers he had made to the Malteſe, he 


had never ſuppoſed their being put in exe cu- 
| ton without my conſent. ot» 


The 
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The offers he had made to the Malteſe, direfted 
my doubts where to fix. I recollected the 
diſcourſe he had held, and ſtill remembered 
the ſuſpicions which occurred to me at the 


liſtened patiently to the following recital: 
Two days had been too long for the Malteſe 

to ſojourn at Oru vithout finding out that 

Syneſi was there, confined to his chamber by 


He had viſited him from politeneſs, —cër- 
tainly not without curioſity; -was pleaſed 


ſummation of his matrimonial intentions, had 


nation the well-concerted plan, in which he 
had not forgotten ſo inge niouſly to include 
his own intereſt. He had propoſed to the 


confiding to him at the ſame time the ſtate of 
his own affetctions, they had proceeded from 
confidence to confidence, till they had in 


0 concert 0 that Theopha ſhould make a 
T he fourth 


. - — 
— 7 1 * 
— a= 
* 


time. I encouraged him to proceed, and 


the wound he had received of the Selictar. 


with him; and became ſhortly; ſo intimate as 
to relate his adventures. The embarraſſment 
which he diſcovered with refpect to the con- 


ſuggeſted to the young Greek's fertile imagi- 


Malteſe to retire to his father's eſtate; and 
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fourth in their amorous party, either by dint 
of affection for Syneſi; or the perſuaſions they 


would uſe to make it appear advantageous. 

But this plan being very far removed from 
Theopha's concurrence, Syneſi had fore- 
warned his friend of the delicacy required in 
the negociation. They, however, flattered 
themſelves, that with the aſſiſtance of Maria 
Rezati, who had ardently applauded the glo- 


rious project, and had alſo great influence with 


Theopha, they ſhould be able to convince 
her, that whether ſhe was the daughter of 
Paniota Condoidi, or was attached to Syneſi, 


no proceeding could be ſo eligible, or pro- 


mife ſo much pleaſure. 
On a ſober inveſtigation of the confeſhon 
I had thus artfully drawn from him, I thought 


him leſs culpable than unreflecting and im- 


prudent, not to have conſidered that, under 


the impreſſion which himſelf had admitted of 


Theopha's being his ſiſter, the propoſition of 
a marriage demanded that ſuch a doubt ſhould 
be poſitively cleared up. I could not attach 
any criminality to his attempts to deprive me 
of a heart to which he was ignorant I made 
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any levies! ; ſo that inſtead of liftreffing | 
him by my reproaches, I contented myſelf 
with exhibiting his ideas in the moſt childiſh 


m point of view I was able : but I promiſed, to 

* his great ſurpriſe, to renew my endeavours I 
in with his father to decide the claims of Theo- — 2 
d i pha ; and I recommended to him, to recover 12 
on as faſt as poſſible, that he might be in a con- 
dition to bring Condoidi to me, with whom : 

th ] wiſhed to enter into the-explanation in his 

e preſence. This intention, and the kindneſs 

f with which I behaved to him, had more effec 

1, than all his medicines; and Syneſi afterwards 

* gained ſtrength aſtoniſhingly fait. : 


I had made no engagement that I did not 
n purpoſe ſtrictly to abide by, but my views 


it were more directed to ſerve Theopha than to 

* aſſiſt the paſſion of the Greek. No opportu- 41 
r nity could be more favourable to force Con- » 
f doidi to confefs his child, than thus to alarm 

f him by the proſpect of an inceſtuous marriage. : 


d I had already anticipated the reſult, and the 
n ſubſequent imaginations with which 1 amuſed = A 
e my mind, were fuch as I almoſt bluſh. to re- 5 
2 | | 
4 


can and yet, * to confeſs. 
After 
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- Aﬀeer an interval of a few days, which to 
the amorous invalid had appeared as many 
months, Syneſi came to inform me he was 


prepared for the journey. I directed him to for | 

bring his father to me, but without letting il I. 

him at all become acquainted with my rea- than 

_—— ſons; and he diſpatched the commiſſion with bon 
' " ſo much addreſs and celerity, that 10 were edu 
* : both at Oru the ſame: evening. | | fucc 
id 1 received the old man with more than ful 
common civility, to reconcile him to the ena 

rough treatment he had encountered at our inſt 

laſt interview; and coming to the ſubjea MW F 

| which had induced me to ſend for him, To ch 

what a dangerous criſis has your denial re- 2 

duced us,“ ſaid I: „but for the greateſt * 

chance, Syneſi's intentions would not have fon: 

been detected, and your ſon would have been Wl 

Wh at this time married to your daughter! —This eluc 
4 young man has attempted to make Theopha e 
Ah his wife!-—Can your principles permit the his 
union; or does your I" tell 8 it i ſon 

wrong?” „ Coi 

The old man, while: ly 1 Skit was 8 


immoveable, ſtarted at the ſound, and ſeemed 
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intentions; but ſuddenly recovering his com- 
poſure, he thanked me with great cordiality 
for having prevented the raſh endeavour.—: 
i intend for him,” ſaid he, * a better match 
than a girl whoſe only recommendation is the 
honour of being protected by you,” —< But,” 
returned I, “do you expect you will be able 
ſucceſsfully to oppoſe the ardency of a youth- 


inſtigations of deſire ? 
He replied to me drily, FW ſarcaſtically, 


fallible to corre& refrattory young men;— 
ſome, perhaps, which may ſucceed when rea- 
ſon ſhall fail to convince; and flying off to 
another topic of diſcourſe, the artful Greek 
eluded, for a long while, all my attempts to 
recall him to the ſubject. At length taking 


= his leave with great politeneſs, he ordered his 
Pe ſon to follow him, and both ook the road to 
Conſtantinople. : „ oft} act 
8 Some days after this, ſurpriled at © hearing 0 
d n a of es. my curioſity in- 


duced 


not a little ſhocked at FAY account of his fon” 8 


ful paſſion; and that the cold arguments of 
an aged father, will counteraQ the tumultuous. 


« there are ſome meaſures which may be in- 
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duced me to ſend a ſervant to Conſtantinople 
to enquire the ſtate of his health, and his 
wound. His father recognizing the meſſen- 
ger to come from me, returned his thanks for 
my attention, and added, maliciouſly, that I 
need be under no future apprehenſions of his 
ſon's engaging in an improper marriage, as | 
having ſent him under a ſafe conduct into the | 
| Morea, he had no. fears that he would make 
his eſcape from the place in which he had or- 
dered him to be confined. 

I I was not ſo inſenſible to every thing that | 
affected Syneſi, as to be wholly unconcerned 
at this recital of his rigid impriſonment: he 
had not lived under the ſame roof, and eaten 
at the ſame table, ſo long, without acquiring 
ſome ſhare in my ſenſibilities, and exciting 
my commiſeration at the ſeverities he at pre- 
ſent endured. Theopha teſtified the ſame 
regret, and the Knight (as I made no ſecret 
of the intelligence to any one) more affected 
than I was prepared for, by the misfortunes 
of his friend, projected a deſign which, how- 
ever, he {edulouſly concealed from us. 
1 did not hide from Theopha the new but 
unſucceſsful 


— 
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unſucceſsful efforts I had made to prevail on 
her father. She was ſorry to find they had 
proved ſo uſeleſs, but not ſo particularly 
afflicted as I had feared; and ſhe added inge- 
niouſly, that while I continued my partiality, 
and my protection, ſhe could never acknow- 
jedge the want of a father, or regret that her's 
had choſen to diſown her. | 

What ſhould I not have ſaid, in reply to 
this delicate aſſurance of her gratitude, had I 
complied with the impulſe of my heart ? but 
obſtinate in obſerving the reſolutions I had 
formed, I confined myſelf to the language.of 
parental affection, and declared to her, ſhe. 
ſhould ever be to me in the place of a daugh- 
ter, and ever receive from my regard the 
protection of a parent. 

An event which ſhortly excited the greateſt 
conſternation throughout Conſtantinople, and 
the neighbouring country, ſerved to prove 
the lincerity F Theopha's declarations, and to 
convince me how much I was dear to her. 

The plague raged with unheard-of vio- 
lence, attacking every age, and ſex, and 
ſparing ſcarcely any one that was affected 

with 
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with it. The wealthy and the wiſe fled in 
every direction from the ſcene of peſtilence, 
and wretchedneſs; the poor, and the leſs po- 
litic, lingered about the devoted city a few 
hours, indulging fallacious hopes; and ſome 
one expiring every inſtant, left their miſera- 


ble remains to forewarn the fainting paſſenger 


of the ſtate to which he muſt be preſently 
reduced! 4H 

1 was myſelf attacked by it. 1 removed 
inſtantly into the pavilion in my garden, and 
would ſuffer no one to approach me but my 
valet, and my phyſician. This precaution, 
which common charity ſeemed to point out, 
included alſo ſome degree of prudence ; for 
I ſhould probably never have been able to 
| have cleanſed my houſe from the hideous in- 
fetion, had it once entered, otherwiſe than 
the burial of all its inhabitants. 

But an order that ſeemed particularly di- 
reed to keep Theopha at a diſtance, had as 
little power to do ſo as the fear of this fright- 


ful affliction. She forced herſelf, in ſpite of 


every obſtacle, into my preſence, and nothing 
Vas able for a, moment to reſtrain, or relax 
1 . mer 
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her folicitude. Lovely creature! ſure he- 
ven ſhould have ſpared her for ſuch good- 
neſs——but ſhe was alſo infected with its 
undiſtinguiſhing venom; and even then, no 
entreaties, no ſupplications I could offer, 
could prevail on her to leave me! A bed 
was prepared for her in the anti- room; 
and the greateſt extremity of her illneſs, did 
not prevent her from being W at- 
tentive to mine! 

During the utmoſt daten of bodily 
afflidion, I was conſoled, and ſuſtained, by as 
great an exceſs of mental pleaſure. To con- 
template the ſolicitous attentions of a creature 
ſo faithfully attached ; to receive the ſer- 
vices neceſſary in ſickneſs from the hands of 
affection, which all the diſagreeables of ſick- 
neſs could not alter, or diminiſh ;—was a re- 
payment of what I had done for her, ten 


W thouſand times greater than all I had done 


deſerved. Oh! you who have the power, 
and yet want the inclination; who negleQ, 
perhaps, from benevolence what you owe 
from duty ; make one eſſay of that heart-felt 
pleaſure, that delight ſo ſuperior to all ex- 

Vor. II. F ternal 
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ternal enjoyment, —of inſtilling eaſe into the 
"boſom that is anguiſhed ! Become acquainted 
with ſenſations that admit no expreſſion, and 
that the Almighty, attentive to his creatures, 
has ordained' ſhould. be the moſt productive 


ſource of terreſtrial bliſs! 8 
The Selictar was informed of my illneſs, {tive 
and as ſoon as it was prudent, did not fail to whi 
pay me a vifit. He had eſcaped the plague, WM onl) 
but his heart was by no means tranquil. The was 
time of his abſence had been employed to ply 
ſubdue a paſſion from which he now deſpairedM tion 
ever to reap any advantage; but he could by 1 
not learn from me the heroic attentions, and con 


affectionate behaviour, of Theopha, without M mor 
admitting a degree of jealouſy, a portion off a m. 
anger, too great for concealment. He ſeemed offe 
agitated by internal ftruggles during the re- mak: 
mainder of the viſit, and when about to de- of m 
part, without conſidering my feeble condi- quai 
tion which yet confined me to my room, he acco 
begged me to accompany him into the garden. mear 
However, I did not ſuffer him to ſolicit mel « - 
long, and after having walked with him in Laie 0 
lence, a few * he uttered, in a tone T 
much 
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much enraged, —* | 
opened: 1 have ſhut them for a long time, 
and I am aſhamed that I have done ſo: I now 


ſee, it is eaſy, added he, with a ſneer, for 


a Frenchman to make a dupe of a Turi! 

So little did I expect ſuch abrupt invee- 
tives, and intending, by the warmth with 
which I had ſpoken of Theopha's conduct, 
only to pay a proper tribute to her merit, I 
was ſome moments at a loſs how I ſhould re- 


E ply to him. But whether my native madera- 


tion prevented me from being hurried away 
by my reſentment ; or whether the debility 


conſequent of my illneſs induced me to be 
more calm, I anſwered the furious Selictar in 
a manner rather mild, yet firm, than offen- 


offenſive. The French,” faid I, (for I 
make the intereſts of my country precede thoſe 


of myſelf, as an individual) are but little ac- 
quainted with artifice, and feek always tg 


accompliſh their wiſhes by more praiſe-worthy 
means.“ With reſpect to myſelf, I Have been 


* The Envoy's account of his countrymen may be 4 
little objected to on this fide the water: Sa it is not 
* correct. | 


F 2 as 


At length my eyes. are 


1 of Vit 
8 " * 3 12 — 
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as little aſſiduous to obſtruft your viſion, as 
I am now careleſs that your eyes are opened; 


cluſions either of my os or my frjend- 
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but, let me inform you, they deceive you if 
they induce you to form any injurious con- 


ſhip! 155 | 

This language though it leſſened, 0 not 
wholly extinguiſh his paſſion. | 

„ What,” he rejoined, * did you not tell 


me you lived on terms of Friendſſip only, with H 
Theopha ; and that the ſole ſource of your the 1 
attention was generofity ? EV 
I interrupted him coolly as follows: LI 
If Iheld ſuch diſcourſe with you, I did her | 
not then, uſe any deceit: that was the ſenti- MW *2 
ment which firſt inſpired me; and I ſhould fligh 
feel little ſatisfaction in my own breaſt, if 1 ane 
| ſuſpeted my heart of any other motive. Yet, Ml *"? * 
ſince you force me to a confeſſion, I will I ha 
avow to you, that I now love Theopha ;— and 2 
that I have been as little able as yourſelf, to Pas 
protect me from the influence of her charms! 2 
Let me add to this declaration, two circum- 8 
ſtances which ſhould be ſufficient to vanquiſh 13 dig 
all your ſuſpicions. I did not entertain theſe 13 


Hh I __ ſentiments 


—_— hk 6 9 n 20. N LIP n 
N ; ; 
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ſentiments when I took her from the ſeraglio 


; of Cheriber; and they have received no more 
indulgence from Theopha than has been be- 

g ſtowed on thoſe you have profeſſed. © Theſe, 
I hope,” added I, with much emphaſis, © are 

: what may ſatisfy the moſt rigid exactions of 
a man, whom I love and eſteem; and whom I 

dlink, will never ceaſe to deſerve it!” 

. He entertained, while I thus addreſſed him, 

me moſt bitter reflections, and calling back 


every circumſtance he had remarked in my 
commerce with Theopha ſince I had received 
3 ber from bis hands, he would not have failed 
to mingle the poiſon of his malignity with the 
a4 | ſlighteſt obſervation that ſeemed to counte= _ 
1 {WJ yance ſuſpicion; yet unable to fix on me, 
any reproach, but the innocent teſtimony that 
1 I had enjoyed of that _ amiable creature's 1 
d zeal, he was candid enough to imaginę 1 
ſhould not have vaunted ſo imprudently of 


i that pleaſure had I thought it the offspring 0 
I of love. This idea did not reſtore ſatisfac- 


h tion, or joy; but calming the tempeſt of his 

fo indignant tranſports, it diſpoſed him to leave + 

me without hatred, almoſt, without rage. 
F3 | „ 
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away, that I readily propoſed to facrifice 
my paſſion when the duties of friendſhip 
ſeemed to require it. We ſhall fee now, if! 
have properly eſtimated your principles, and 


boaſted.” 
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nay | 


« « You muſt not forget, ” ſaid he, i as he went 


what that difference is, between your man- 
ners and our's, which vou have fo much 


This conflict induced me to examine ane 


what reproaches could juſtiy be preferred 2 
either againſt my friendſhip, or my attach- fore 
ment. The only cafe in which I could ſup- — 
poſe myfelf deſerving of the SeliQar's re. Un 
proach was that of becoming a favoured 1 
lover, when my ſucceſs might ſeem to have are, 
obſtrufted his own; but, fince J had firſt ſub - et 
mitted my fuit to Theopha's acceptance, i he 
| had never been my attempt to compaſs my 1 
dun happineſs at the expence of my rival L 
friend. She had always aſſured me of a diſ- 7 
Inclination towards kim, and the obſtacle 1 0 
which he accuſed me of not having reſpetted, une 
Vas preciſely the only one 1 had not to op- that 
poſe! Befides, I had fo much to complain of a 
in my own in ſucceffes, that on that accoum 
plu \ 


* 
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a. leſs ſenſible to the ſufferings of ano- 


1 ther, his chagrin became the ſubje& of a ridi- 


ce cule by which I ſought to mitigate my own. 
4 In this diſpoſition I returned to Theopha, and 
nl jeſtingly, aſked her what ſhe thought of the 


Selictar; who was enraged with me for poſ- 
ſefling her love, and thought me criminal 
for enjoying that happineſs ſhe had ever wr 
ſo diſtant from me. 


Maria Rezati, whoſe 3 to her be- 

In W nefaftor encreaſed daily, was too well in- 

cb. formed by the knowledge of her adventures, 

50 not eaſily to detect my preſent ſentiments. 3 
Unceaſingly, in her ſociety ſhe had wormed 
+ herſelf into her confidence with ſo much ad- 

10 | dreſs, that ſhe had acquired great influence _— 
55 on all her proceedings. She repreſented to ni 
» "i her, how culpably the negleQed, and how ' '- * ff 
ignorant ſhe appeared of thoſe advantages Aa - 
Iva woman poſſeſſing her merits, might derive | 4 
dib from my attachment; and forcing her expec- 
ack tations to their extent, ſhe: expoſed to ber E 
ech confideration that I was yet unmarried ;— „ 
05. that in Chriſtian countries nothing was fo _ Ig 8 4 q | 
8 common as for a woman to be raiſed to be 
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higheſt Swans by a ſucceſsful connection 


that in the happy partiality which induced me 
to view her early adventures as misfortunes, ! 


ſhould probably be decided by her ſubſequent 
conduR ; and at a diſtance as I was from my 
country, and my friends, I ſhould ſuffer no 
conſideration to bias the impulſes of my 


heart! This diſcourſe ſhe repeated to her 


an hundred times; each time with encreaſed 
impatience, obſerving how coldly it was liſ- 
tened to; and being able to extort from her 


nothing but modeſt replies which declined} 


the attempt, ſhe declared that in ſpite of her 
indifference, and influenced only by the dic- 
tates of friendſhip, ſhe would apply kerfel/, 
inſenſibly, to allure me into that determina. 
tion. Theopha in vain, by the moſt preſſing 
inſtances, endeavoured to divert her from 
this purpoſe ; her oppoſition was treated only 
as the effect of weakneſs, and timidity; and 
Maria Rezati reſolved on the attempt, was to 


> be diverted from her determination neither 


. argument, nor entreaty. 
Nothing could equal the embarraſſment 
| 41 occaſioned to Theopha. Independant of 
„ „„ ber 


her 


noi 
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her preſent mode of thinking, which ſet at 


nought the advantages of fortune, and diſ- 


tinction; ſhe trembled at the opinion T muſt 
entertain of her vanity, and preſumption : 
after having uſeleſsly endeavoured again and 
again, to diſſuade her from her purpoſe, ſhe 
decided herſelf, to advertize me of a ſcheme 
of which the lighteſt riſque appeared to her. 
the loſs of my eſteem and affection for ever. 
But having long ſtruggled with her apprehen- 
ſions without being able to ſubdue them, ſhe. 
was obliged finally to permit them the aſ- 
cendency ; and the only expedient ſhe could 
ſubſtitute was to employ a Caloger (the curate 
of a Greek Church) to ſpeak to me, who lived 
at two miles diſtance from Oru, with whom 
ſhe had formed a ſlight intimacy. | 
The good man charged himſelf very rea- 


dily with the commiſſion; and being very ſhort, 


very old, bow-legged, and ſingular enough 
in the reſt of his appearance, was an odd agent 
for this buſineſs, However, he poſſeſſed. a 
heart teeming with benevolence, and his pre- 
vailing inclination was philanthrophy. No 
one whom he lolicited could refuſe him their 

i | N attention, 


attention, and having vielded i it, could eaſily 
turn a deaf ear to his requeſt. c 
Hle made me acquainted with the nefetves 
of Maria Rezati, and the apprehenſions of 
Theopha; and redoubling the admiration he 
had heretofore entertained for that extraor- 
dinary girl, he humourouſſy concluded his 
diſcourſe with aſking me if I thought there was 
much difference between her virtuous, and 
Jaudable fears, and the retiring modeſty which 
induced an humble Caloger like himſelf, to 
avoid in ſolitude the eccleſiaſtical dignities of 
his church. I laughed at his ſtrange com- 
pariſon, and the good humoured old man 
pleaſed to have performed his engagement, 
joined heartily in laughing at his own joke. 
Somewhat more experienced than he was, 
in the vanity, and artifice of women in ge- 
neral, any other than Theopha would have 
been an object of ſuſpicion; and 'I ſhould 
have regarded this appearance of :modeſty 
only as a more refined method to make me 
acquainted with her pretenſions. But to her, 
I ſhould in ſo judging, have been guilty of 


the nn — 


= a She 
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ly 8 cc She had no need,“ Laid 1 to the Caloger, 


to my opinion of her; and aſſure her from me, 


ready to allow ſhe deſerves.” 
This was the only anſwer bebe my ſitu- 


far more limited than my real defires? 

I did not fail to obſerve the ſame ſtyle to- 
wards Theopha, and I was in a manner, 
forced to watch her to procure an opportu- 
nity of addreſſing her alone. I had of late 


chamber as I was accuſtomed to do. I no 
longer propoſed even a walk in the garden by 


her conduct become ſo impoſing, that I never 
| approached her now, but with a ſort of appre- 
henſion. Nevertheleſs, the choiceſt moments 


her; wherever I went, her image for ever 


that, in my moſt ſerious engagements, I could 
not diſcard thoſe ſecret recollettions which 


« to adopt ſo much precaution out of reſpet 
that were I at full liberty, I would not hefitate 
a moment, to yield her all that juſtice I am 


ation, and ſhall I diſown that it was far, 


reſtricted myſelf from viſiting her in her 
ourſelves; and ſhe was from the reQitude of 
of my life were thoſe I paſſed in gazing on 
accompanied me; and I ſometimes bluſhed, 
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| whiſpered of thoſe pleaſures of which wn had 
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Been the ſource. 
My acquaintance with the Caloger; which 
had taken place through her means, engaged 

mein many walking parties, perhaps not very 
conſiſtent with my rank; but it was ſufficient 
that I was in the company of Theopha to 
forget all but the pleaſure of being with her. 
I cannot omit to relate the circumftances of 
our firſt viſit to the Caloger: it may ſerve to 
ſhew, though a very good man, how little he 
was qualified ever to become a great one, His 
age, and his inoffenſive demeanour, pro- 
cured him no {mall portion of reſpe& among 
his Greek neighbours ; and the preſents he 
continually received from the faithful mem- 
bers of his communion, enabled him to lead 
a ſufficiently comfortable life. Though the 
| Paſtor of a ſmall flock, and eſteemed by them 

a monument of ſagacity, he had reached 
ſeventy years in a ſtate of uninterrupted ig- 
-norance ; and though thus not to be juſtly ac- 
cuſed of the ſmalleſt tittle of learning, he yet 
piqued himſelf on a library which he exhibited 
as the a ornament of his dwelling. _ 


Into 
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Into this choice colle&ion Lav was with great 


rary wealth, I was ſurprized to hear his firſt | 
obſervation fall on an old chair, which he 
begged us to notice, in one corner of the 
chamber! | | 

How many years do you Shine ” Tak be 
« that piece of furniture has ſtood in the ſame 
place p Five and thirty years! Five and 
thirty years I have held my employment, and 
in all that time, it has amuſed me to —— 
it has never once been removed! 

It appeared to me, that equal nears bad 
kept ſacred the very duſt with which it was 
covered; and caſting my eyes at the ſame 
xd time on the books, it ſtruck me they had 
ae been as little diſturbed as the chair. This 
m obſervation inſpired a droll fancy, which was 
d Wl to meaſure the thickneſs of the duſt which 
g- lay on the books againſt chat which loaded the 
c- chair; and finding it to be pretty near equal, 
et I offered to wager the Caloger, that for five 
ed and thirty years, his books had remained as 
8 inactive as his furniture. He could not ell 
to 8 = _ comprehend 


pride, and exultation, condufted; and while! 
| waited to hear him pompouſſy blazon his lite- 
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comprebend any. ee 3 he bad ho- 
noured my experiment with a moſt profound 
attention; and he confeſſed, while he admired 
my talents, that I had a moſt extraordinary 
ability to inveſtigate a problem, and aſcertain 


the truth. | : 


He had been three times married although 
the laws of the Greek church are poſitive, 
prohibiting a ſecond wife to the eccleſiaſticks 


of that perſuaſion. But the reaſon by which 


he had ſucceeded to obtain a diſpenſation of 


this law was curious enough; reflecting equal 


ſagacity on his mode oſ expounding the intent, 
and that of the diſpenſers in accepting the 
comment. He had repreſented to them, that 
children being the chief ends of marriage, 
no marriage could be ſaid juſtly to be con- 
ſummate that did not produce them: his two 


ſormer ones had been accompanied by an 


entire ſterility, and he held, that it was law- 


ful to take as many wives in ſucceſſion, as 


might be neceſſary to fulfill the purpoſes of 


his being, and continue the purſuit of a legi- 


timate vocation! 
The Greek Council "SY been nailed 


On 
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on by this extraordinary argument; and e 
Caloger, who had imparted to his third wife, 
no greater fertility, than to the two-preceding 


ones, lamented not to have earlier known 
that he was fo il calculated for matrimony, or 


to learn thus late that he had ſo in er 224 


its functions. ; 


Such is the ad almoſt incredible 


ignorance of the heads of a church, ſuffici- 
ently numerous; but by no means ſo much ſo 


as they repreſent it. I obſerved ſuch a variety 


of differences in their tenets that they can 


hardly be eſteemed of the ſame communion, 
otherwiſe than by the common profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity; and by the kappy readineſs with 


which they all agree to ſtrengthen, and e 


tuate, the errors of each other. 
Meanwhile, Maria Rezati had not e 
ten the proteſtation ſhe had made to Theopha; 


and the diligence with which ſhe had taken 
care to inform me of it affordedragood oppor- 
tunity to obſerve, and great pleaſure in ob- 
ſerving the various endeavours by uhich an 


artful woman ſtruggles to effect her purpoſe. 


* len * with attempts which to me, 


: | Were 


„ 
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were too glaring; and taking advantage of her 


* enterprize to make known thoſe ſentiments 


to Theopha, I dared not convey myſelf; 1 
begged her to be equally aſſured as her 
friend, that my heart could never be induced 
to change its reſolves. My reaſon yet pointed 
to me where I muſt ſtop; but I did not at 
that time know how' very much I had to fear 
from my want of reſolution. | 


About fix weeks had now paſſed c the 


Sicilian Knight, under pretence of repairing 
to Raguſa to take up his letters of exchange, 
had left us; and Maria Rezati; who had long 
awaited it with impatience, received his firſt 
letter: this diſſipated the obſcurity that had 
hitherto concealed the real purpoſe of his 
journey, and ſhe ſubmitted it to my peruſal 
without requeſt.. It read as follows. 
] have been ſilent, my deareſt life, till I 
could write to you of my ſucceſs: I have 


ſtolen not a moment from the exertions of 


_ friendſhip, till I had liberated my friend from 
his priſon! Syneſi is free; and I have the 
happineſs of feeling myſelf the inſtrument of 
| his e over the rigours of an unrelenting 

father. 


* 


— 
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* 


father. Shall 1 confeſs t to you, I can as little 
repreſs my vanity on this occaſion, as I can 
reſtrain the warm expreſſions of his acknow- 


ledgment. The difficulties did indeed appear 


almoſt inſurmountable; and I was deprived, 
by my poverty, of what might have aſſiſted 
me greatly. I had, you know, my love, no 
money to bribe his keepers; and was confined 


in my endeavours, to ſtratagem alone. But 


what can vanquiſh the ardour of real affection; 
what can obſtruct the impetuous progreſs of a 
heart truly, and reſolutely, heated for the ac- 


compliſhment of a friend's happineſs? Baniſn 
that ſelfiſhneſs which will paralyze exertion, 
and inclination will be ſuperior to Gy _ 


poſition.““ | 

« Now, my fond imagination pictures the 
time of our happineſs about to be renewed ; 
now, ſhall we riot again, in the unreſtrained 
indulgence of our mutual paſſion, in that re- 
tirement which Syneſi propoſes on his inhe- 
ritance in the Morea; and our deleQable 
proſpeQ is yet more brightened by the pro- 


miſed enjoyment of his, and Theopha's ſo- 


ciety. I hope, my adored Maria, you do 
. 
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not fail to uſe all your endeavours to induce 
her to join us along with you: the nature of 
her preſent ſituation preſents no obſtacle, and 
our benefactor will feel little repugnance at 
parting from a woman who fo perſeveringly 
continues to rejeſt his addreſſes. Tell me 
that ſne conſents ;—that ſhe comes: —or Sy- 
neſi, impaſſioned beyond expreſſion, haſtens 
bimſelf to Conſtantinople, to add his perſua- 
ons; and determined on the completion of 


his defires, will omit neither force, nor fraud, 


which may aſſiſt to obtain her! Adieu, adieu, 
my deareſt ſoul; the only object of my affec- 
tions, and my wiſhes: haſten to this diſtant 
ſecurity, to the arms of your unalterable lover, 
and fail not, at every expence, to bring with 


| you the miſtreſs of his friend! 


GIOVANNME DI VADRING.” 
He added in a poſtſcript, that they were 


then about to ſet off for Ragufa, whither Sy- 
neſi perſiſted in accompanying him; and that 
they ſhould expeR her anſwer at their return, 
-which would determine the condua mw were 


to purſue, 


The frankneſs with which ſhe 3 
communicated 
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1 cominiſeatns this letter to me, ſhewed, ut 
leaſt, that I could not with juſtice reproach 
nd her of any ſiniſter intention. The plan had 1 
at been long deviſed, and the had long before | 
2 this, founded the inclinations of Theophaz _ = 
me put finding her wholly averſe to the arrange 
ment, and invincibly prejudiced in favour of 1 
s retiring to a Chriftian country whenever ſhe 
2- WH ſhould leave Conſtantinople. Aſter hearing 
of of Syneſi's confinement ſhe had defiſted from 
a, her endeavours, #nd wholly abandoned all 


, hope of ſucceſs. But her expectations re- 
25 viving with the intelligence ſhe now received, 
* ſhe thought proper alſo to revive the project 
which had been temporarily given up on aC- 
1 count of his impriſonment; and imagining, 
4 by the conduct I obſerved towards Theopha, 
5 ſhe was perfectly at liberty to decide as ſhe 


pleaſed, Maria Rezati earneſtly entreated her 
dio be of the party, and did not at all appre- 
at hend that 7 ſhould be diſpleaſed to hear of 
theſe intentions, or ee at mei ful 
fillment. 

| A momentary phrenzy, which betrayed me 
'l' far beyond- the limits of moderation, and pro- 


priety, 
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| mot fail to uſe all your endeavours 10 induce 


her to join us along with you: the nature of 
her preſent ſituation preſents no obſtacle, and 
our benefaQor will feel little repugnance at 
parting from a woman who fo perſeveringly 
continues to rejett his addreſſes. Tell me 
that ſhe conſents;— that ſhe comes :—or Sy- 
neſi, impaſſioned beyond expreſſion, haſtens 
bimſelf to Conſtantinople, to add his perſua- 
ons; and determined on the completion of 


this defires, will omit neither force, nor fraud, 
which may aſſiſt to obtain her! Adieu, adieu, 


my deareſt ſoul; the only object of my affec- 


tions, and my wiſhes: haſten to this diſtant 


ſecurity, to the arms of your unalterable lover, 
and fail not, at every expence, to bring with 


| you the miſtreſs of his friend! 


G1OVANNE DI VADRINoG.” 
He added in a poſtſcript, that they were 
then about to ſet off for Ragufa, whither Sy- 


neſi perſiſted in accompanying him; and that 
they ſhould expect her anſwer at their return, 
-which would determine the condua 1 were 


to purſue, 


The frankneſs with whdch ſhe 3 
communicated 


— _ 


communicate this letter to » me, thewed; ut 


at u been long deviſed, and ſhe had long before 
Bly Wl this, founded the inclinations of Theophaz 
ne but finding her wholly averſe to the arrange- 
) WW ment, and invincibly prejudiced in favour of 
n3 WF retiring to a Chriſtian country whenever the 
- ſhould leave Conſtantinople. After hearing 


of Syneſi's confinement ſhe had defiſted from 
Id, her endeavours, #nd wholly abandoned all 


u, hope of ſucceſs. But her expectations re- 
-l viving with the intelligence ſhe now received, 
4s ſhe thought proper alſo to revive the projeQ. 
"I which had been temporarily given up on-ac« 
* count of his impriſonment; and imagining, 
4 by the conduct I obſerved towards Theopha, 
A ſhe was perfectly at Hhberty to decide as ſhe 


pleaſed, Maria Rezati earneſtly entreated her 
to be of the party, and did not at all appre- 
at nend that 7 ſhould be diſpleaſed to hear of 


fillment. 
| A'momentary W which dane me 
J far beyond the limits of moderation, and pro- 


priety, 
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/THEOPUR, „ 


leaſt, that I could not with juſtice reproach | 
her of any ſiniſter intention. The plan had 


theſe intentions, or e er at their ful - 


nes _-  _ THEOPHAA. 


priety, made me break into invectives barely 
excuſeable; and expreſs my reſentment in the 
moſt ſevere: and acrimonious language. 1 
treated the projected eſtablifhment with all 
the contempt I could utter. I told her, it 
might be well ſuiting to a girl who, virtuoully 
educated, had fled from her father to in- 
dulge her meretricious propenſities ; but could 
not, without inſult, be propoſed to ſo diffe- 
rent a charater as Theopha. I went ſo far 
as to brand the whole attempt with the appel- 
lations of treaſon, and ingratitude, praQtiſed 
under my own roof, where they had ſo greatly 
experienced my friendſhip, and which at leaſt, 
of all other places, ſhould have been ſacred. 
from ſuch infamous violation. * I can par- 
don Syneſfi,” ſaid I, * whoſe preſent ſchemes 
are as ridiculous, as thoſe his father has ſo 
juſtly endeavoured to puniſh; and I would 
not add my reproaches to encreaſe the rigours 
of his ſufferance : but from you I had other 
expectations. From the woman I had libe- 
rated, —have cheriſhed, —and ſupported, —I 
expected ſome gratitude, if 1 could not ande 
her ar ty 
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THEOPHA. 117 


If theſe burſts'of reproach were too ſevete, * 
the effect they produced, alſo, was too ter- "vx 
I rible: they engend-red in Maria Rezati a = 
I hatred, which could be ill reconciled with the 
many ſervices ſhe had received at my hands. 


ly I knew how. juſtly the reproach of paſt ſer- "+ 2 
* vices is eſteemed as an offence, but my in- 8 


F vective had been conveyed in no terms extra- 


75 ordinarily humiliating; and it might alſo be 4 

ar ſuggeſted, that an excels of delicacy vas no nw 
1. I 2ppropriate part of the character of that wo- | 1 
d man who had been living in a ſeraglio, o 1 1 
ly had ran away from her father with a Malteſe 5 | A 


t, Knight,—and who, had 1 ated properly, I 
d ſhould not have permitted ſo long in my 
houſe at Conſtantinople as I had entorivines: 
in the country. N "| 
0 Theopha haſtened to reply to her in fuck _ , 
iq a manner as might calm my exceſſive agita- 1 
tion. She remarked, there was ſo little ſyſtem - 


. in the eſtabliſhment with which they endea- 
= voured to allure her, that ſhe was ſurpriſed 


Ii could be ſeriouſly propoſed; and, indepen- 
dent of the little reliance that could be placed "8 
on the conſtancy of two ſuch young men, 5 \Y \ 

they ig 
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they could hardly, Hatter themſelves that Con- 
doidi would forbear very ſoon, to deſtroy a 
ſettlement ſo formed without his, participa- 
tion, or concurrence. For her. own part, ſhe 
vas much obliged by the favour they intended 
in receiving her into the party, though: ſhe 


could not yet comprehend under what cha- 


racter; and as for the title Syneſi appeared 
to intend, ſhe had as little inclination; to ac- 
cept. that as ſhe was now indifferent about the 
one his father perſiſted to refuſe ger! 
This language reſtored! me to ſome degree 
of eaſe ; but fearing leſt the councils. of Maria 


Rezati might have too much influence in my. 


abſence, I determined immediately to procure 
her the means of joining her lover. 

I learned that a veſſel would, in a few days, 
fail for Lepanto. I requeſted the captain to 


take charge of a lady, whoſe concerns re- 


quired her preſence in the Morea, and I gave 
her one of my flaves to attend ber thither. 
Her regret at leaving us was ſo evidently 
conftrained, that I was: aſſured how little re- 
liance was to be placed on her future friend- 
hip; and Theopha, whoſe attachment was 
much 
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| 119 
much leſſened from various indiſcreet princi- 
ples ſhe had obſerved in Maria Rezati, be- 
held her departure with little reluttance : but 
both were equally removed from any ſuſpi- 
cions that we had to dread her enmity, though 
equally convinced ſhe carried with her but 


 THEOPHA 


little regard for either of us. 


I was reſtored to greater quiet when ſhe 
was gone, than had reigned in my houſe for 
a long while; and without at all deviating from 
the rigid conduct I had reſolved to obſerve 
towards. Theopha, the ſingle pleaſure of en- 
joying her converſe without reſtraint, ſufficed 
me in lieu of the gratifications to be derived 
from an indulged attachment. The Selictar 
ſeemed to have renounced all his pretenſions, 
almoſt to have deſerted my ſociety, and with- 
drawn his friendſhip. He had never once 
viſited Oru fince my illneſs; and if, in the 
frequent journies I Made to Conſtantinople, 
I ſometimes accidentally ſaw him, I no langer. 
obſerved that affectionate warmth with which 
he was accuſtomed to receive me; or the 
attentive — by which he was uſed to 

teftify 


er 


120  THEOPHA. 
teſtify his regard. I nevertheleſs endeavoured 
to admit no apparent change in my beha- 
viour, but after ſome weeks of continued 
coolneſs, he appeared vexed that I was fo 
inſenſible; and I was given to underſtand he 
had ſpoken very injuriouſly of my behaviour, 

Here I felt myſelf compelled to demand 
the nature of his complaints; and our inter- 
view was productive of that converſation which 
promiſed no very agreeable, if not ſome ſe- 
rious conſequences. 


1 had reaſon to be offended with . 


which reflected improperly on-my. character; 
and I was not ignorant in what degree my 
filence, and moderation, would be compatible 
with my honour. 

He peremptorily denied has accuſation I 
exhibited ;—he ſwore he would force thoſe 
who had thus flandered him, publickly to 
recant the calumny : bat leſs manageable on 
the ſubje& of Theopha, he reproached me 
with as great rage as had previouſly poſſeſſed 
him at Oru, to have ſacrificed his paſſion to 
the ſuccels of my own! 5 
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I was ſatisfie d'by his denial, on the ſcore | 
of my perſonal injuries; and reſuming all the 
inclinations of regard which our difference 
had thruſt to a diſtance, I exerted myſelf to 


reſtore him to thoſe opinions of my onen. 
and probity, he had formerly entertained. 


After having declared to him again the : 
nature of my ſentiments, I proteſted, in thoſe. 
terms likely to make the greateſt impreſſion 


on a Turk, that not only was I no more fa- 
voured by Theopha than himſelf, but that T 
did not even make any endeavours to become 
ſo. | His reply to this was as rapid as if it had 
been long conſidered, and awaited only the 
moment of my provocation. 


« At leaſt,” ſaid he, « you defire ber bap⸗ | 


pineſs ?“ regarding me with a fixed, welk 
gating look, 
n J returned, en W 
oo you can have no doubt of that.? 
« Well then,“ rejoined he, © if ſhe is fach 
as you received her from my hands when ſhe 


left the ſeraglio of Cheriber, I am reſolved to 


make her my wife I know her father; I 


have prevailed: on him to acknowledge her 
on 


Vor. II. G- 


j 
= THEOPHA. 

on chat alice: he has been induced by in: 
ſome promiſes of affluence I have made him, IM in 
and which I mean religiouſly to obſerve. But IM pie 
in the very inſtant that I determine on an i gre 
aktion, to reſolve on which has coſt: me 2 dur 
thouſand 'pangs, I find myſelf obſtructed by WM 1 
ſuch teflections as I can neither ſatisfy, nor MW une 
ſet at a diſtance. You have created in me me 
opinions tao refined. Your converſation, and MW alon 
your notions, have transformed me from my 1 
nature into a F renchman. I cannot now re- ¶ dou! 


eoncite myſelf to conſtrain the inclinations of tion: 
a female, whoſe heart I fancy to be poſſeſſed right 
by another. Mahomet ! what have I noi but : 
ſuffered? — Nevertheleſs, aſſure me, on your with 
honour, of the truth of. what you have ſaid that 
and my refolves are unalterably eſtabliſhed. fathe: 
You know our cuſtoms. I will marry Theo- the bh 
pha, and inveſt her immediately with all the ſhe f 


diſtinctions, and the eee n charadlet anxie 
inſures her“ ? ſhe is 
Few things could have ſurpriſed 1 me off whom 
much; ftill fewer could have occaſioned mei canno 
fo much chagrin. My honour ſo ſacredhſ creed, 
pledged; my unfortunate attachment exiſtinę clinati 
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THEOPHA. .. a 


in all its 1 a chouſand thoughts converted 
in an inſtant into ſo many, poiſoned darts, to 


pierce and tear my heart, inſlided on me 


greater en than ever 1 n before en- 
dured! f 0 


The Selictar readily: een dutaided; my 
uncaſineſs : © Ah!” ſaid he, * you.convince 


me too certainly of that which; to ſuſpett 


alone, I thought would drive me mad!“ 


This was giving me ' to: underſtand he 


doubted my faith, and diſcredited; my aſſer- 
tions. * No,” ſaid I, haſtily; you have no 


right, no cauſe, to inſult me by your miſtruſt 


but as I know your laws, and am acquainted 
with your cuſtoms, I cannot but remind you 
that Theopha is a Chriſtian! How can her 
father have forgotten this ?—I acknowledge 
ſhe bas been bred up in your uſages, and ſihce 
ſhe has been withime, I have ſhewn little 
anxiety to learn her religious opinions; but 


ſhe is particularly intimate with a Caloger; 


whom the receives very often, and though I 
cannat aſſert a preference either for your 
creed, or mine, I believe ſhe has all that in- 
clination for Chriſtianity the ought to derive 
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| 224 DHEOPHA, 


from her birth, or from the eg gg the 
has ever had of her own country,” 
85 The SeliQar, Aruck with an Ev INLET RA ſh 
which had not wholly eſcaped him, replied, 
that Condoidi himſelf believed her to be a 
Mahomietan'; and added other reafons for 
hoping that whatever might be her religion, 
ſhe would probably not be more obſtinate 
than the greater part of the Turkiſh women, 
who never ſcruple to embrace that faith their 
huſbands, or their maſters, profeſs. _ _ 
While he argued this point, I had time to 
recover myſelf; and perceiving how ill it 
looked that ,objeQtions ſhould originate with 
me, I obſerved it was idle to diſcuſs difficul- 
ties on an uncertain baſis, when he might, in 
his firſt interview with Theopha, put the mat- 
ter beyond diſpute. I had a double purpoſe 
in this anſwer: at once to avoid being charged 


with his propoſals, and to determine imme- eſo 
diately a new apprehenſion, which delay, or 
doubt, would render much more afflitive. A 
1 had never yet contentedly conſidered, *. 
that Theopha could at any time be united to 15 


me by other ties than thoſe of love, unſhackled 


us. 


THEOPHA.. - 


by any 8 ceremonial ; pon ſuppoting 
ſhe ſhould be-dazzled by the offer of being 
made one of” the firſt women in the Ottoman 
empire, I now felt capable of ſacrificing my 
inclination to contribute to her advancement. 
I ſhould have beheld the happineſs of the 
Selictar with jealouſy, and with envy; but T 
would never have diſturbed it, though the 
ſacrifice had coſt me even ten times 
ſelf-mortifieation! 3 
When I parted from the Seliftar, 406 pro- 
miſed that evening to rejoin me at Oru, 1 
made every haſte to return home, I obſerved 
no circumlocution to impart the news o 
Fheopha, and diſcover, gradually, t the im- 
preſſion it would make: — my heart dea een 
to be aſſured in an inſtant, © 


5 « You ſhall now, Theopha,” fad, cc be- 

| * yond all doubt be convinced of: my ſenti- 
ments. The SeliQar is deſirous to warty 72 
* IJ you!—— and far from oppoling—I applaud 1 
bl F the deſign, becauſe it will contribute to your 

4 a fortune, and eſtabliſh Mea. you hap- 
Lled. pineſs,” a „ „ 
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THEOPHA. 

So little emotion did ſhe teſtify while 1 
imparted this intelligence, that I underſtood, 
by her looks, what would be the anſwer ſhe 
would make. 

Far from yielding m me any at af exul. 
tation,” ſhe replied, .* you only epare for 
me freſh unpleaſantneſſes, by dilpiaying pro- 
poſals which I cannot refuſe without giving 
offence to the Selictar. Was it for you to 
make ſo hateful an offer vou have not, 
then, all the friendſhip for me with which 1 
flattered myſelf, or you are ſtill greatly i igno- 
rant of my diſpoſition.” 

Deligbted by this flattering reproach, and 
diſtinguiſhing too well how much it included 
that was favourable to my attachment, I per- 
fiſted in recommending the Selictar's deſign, 
for the ſelfiſh, contratted, pleaſure of hearing 
her refuſals again, and again, repeated. - 
Do you reflect,“ ſaid I, “that the Se- 
liQar is a man of the greateſt rank in Turkey; 
that his wealth is immenſe ; that. the propoſal 
you liſten to with coldneſs, would be heard 
with exultation by almoſt any woman in the 
world; 
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1 Þ world; ſe? that it is to men like him that we 
ſee the ſiſters, and daughters, of our Sultans. 
are given in marriage, as the higheſt recom- 
pence for the higheſt ſervices; laſtly, do ou 
conſider ſince how long, and how much he is 
attached; and how different is his behaviour 
to you, to what women in T vekoy; ever 
experience? | | 

« I refle& on nothing of the kind, oy ſaid 
ſhe, impatiently, “ for nothing has charms for 
me but the hope of living peaceably under 
your protection; and that is s the greateſt haſte 
pineſs I aſpire to.“ | 

Withheld by ſo many promiſes not. via 
tes to aſſume the character of a lover, my tranſ- 
ports were not permitted to expreſs them- 
ſelves; but nothing ſurely could en the 
ſatisfaction which occupied my breaſt. i 

Punctual to his promiſe, that evening the 
SeliQar arrived at Oru, and aſked me, with 
great eagerneſs, if I had made known his 
propoſals. to Theopha. I could not hide 
from him that I had hazarded ſome overtures + 1 
which had not been ſo flatteringly received 3 1 
14; as he might hope; “ but, ſaid I, © you may y 


for 


ng 


„„ 8 THEOPHA, 
be more ſucceſsful in your ſolicitations than 
me, and I recommend to you to commence 
them immediately.“ A malignant joy ſug- 
geſted this advice; and I burned with i impa- 
tience not only to behold his hopes. expire by 
Theopha's rejection, but more compleatly 
enjoying my triumph, to witneſs thus the Pere 
fect humiliation of my rival. L 
I conducted him to her apartment, where 

my ill diſpoſition was deſervedly diſappointed; 
for Theopha, prepared for bis addreſs, had 
pre- imagined her reply, in which, though too 
decided to leave him any reaſonable veſtige 
of hope, ſhe guarded carefully to mingle no 
expreſſions which might mortify, or even 

| wed, the ſuitor ſhe rejected. 2 

The SeliQar, who had proftrated pimſelf at 
her feet, was ſo aſtoniſhed at her refuſal, that 
he forgot to feel afflidted; and riſing haſtily, 
extending his hands above his head, he ſtared 
in my countenance, and could only utter 
Can this be poſſible; can you believe it? 
Hulle refuſed my invitation to remain at Oru 
all night, and embracing me as he got into 
ou carriage, a Let us pe continue friends,” 
ſaid 
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ſaid he : © I had prevailed on myſelf to com- 
mit an at of folly, it is true; but 1 think the 
one you have juſt witneſſed, you muſt confeſs | 
to be far greateg than mine.“ | 

The expreſſions of his mortification did not 


ceaſe even when he was ſeated in his chaiſe ; _ 


I obſerved him there, raiſing his hands, which 
he claſped together with great emotion, while 
his upturned eyes were fixed on the vaulted | 
canopy of heaven with the mingled expreſſions 


of grief, ſhame, and aſtoniſhment ! Notwith- 


ſtanding the triumph I enjoyed, I yet loved 
him ſufficiently to lament his unhappineſs, 
and to wiſh, at leaſt, this humiliating adven- 

ture might tend to extinguiſh his paſſion. 
But it was not for him my pity would, have 
exiſted, had I foreſeen the latent misfortunes 
which threatened me, and the chagrin and 
vexation which followed on " heels of his 

diſgrace. 
Scarcely had he left my > hawks SI haſten. 
ing back to Theopha, I found her ſo delighted 
at his departure, and her ſpirits naturally 
volatile, ſeeming greater in proportion to the 
dene of the fortune ſhe had rejected, that 
- 6 unable 
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unable to conceive what principles could 
| poſſeſs a woman, capable of treating with ſo 
much contempt what the world in general 
conſider as the higheſt acquiſnions, 1 begged 
her to inſtru me what ſhe propoſed by a 
conduQ, which every moment encreaſed my 
admiration, and became yet each moment 
more incomprehenſible ! «© We have always 
intents to ſatisfy,” ſaid I, with that inquiſitive 
thoughtfulneſs expreſſed on my features which 
influenced my imagination, and the more 
the means we adopt appear extraordinary, ſo 
much the more is it expected the views ve 
aſpire to ſhould be noble, and exalted! 1 
have the higheſt opinion of yours; but | 
cannot diſcern what they are. You do not 
want confidence in me,” added I, © why then 
conceal from me ſo long the objett of your 
wiſhes, and your actions; and why can you 
not yield that diſcloſure to the ſolicitations of 
friendſhip, which I cannot, from any other 
motive, preſume to requeſt ?”” 

The ſerious turn by which 1 endeavoured 
to make my diſcourſe impreſſive, ſhewed how 
much ſtronger an impulſe than that of mere 

cunolity 


3 


runsorha. 


curioſity prompted the queſtion; and with 


however ſtrict fidelity I had hitherto obſerved. 
all my promiſes, ſhe had toò much penetra- 
tion not to have remarked that no tranquillity - 
reigned in my boſom, and that my heart. was 
the. prey of unceaſing diſquiet. | 
Nevertheleſs, without the ſmalleſt deviation. 


from that gaiety ſhe had indulged 9 


relieved from the Selictar's ſolicitations, ſhe 
proteſted her only wiſh was what ſhe had ſo 


often expreſſed ; and. what ſhe was ſurpriſed 
to find I had forgotten. 10 Your, generous 


protection Vor unexampled friendſhip!” | 


ſaid ſhe, © have compenſated all the misfor- 
tunes of my early life; but the continued 
regret, —the moſt corre& exertions of all my 


future exiſtence, can never obliterate the re- 


collection of my errors, and expiate my de- 
baucheries! I am indifferent as to every 
thing that does not tend to recover me fro 


vice; —I am inſenſible to all that does not 
aſſiſt to render me virtuous: and each ſuc- 


ceeding day adds only new convictions, that 


that, as it is the moſt praiſe-worthy, is alſo the 
larrian acquirement we can boaſt on earth!“ 
G 6 | A reply 
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A reply of this nature would have led me 
to ſuſpect her 


ſtanding, and rendered what had once been 


diſſolute, methodiſtical, and bigotted, did I: 
not alſo remark that admirable conſiſtency of 


charatter Which never ſwerved from the pre- 


tenſions it had proclaimed, and that unvary- 
ing tendency of action, and diſcourſe, which 


ſtrengthened my belief in her ſincerity. 
No ſhould T confeſs ſome ſhame for my 
weakneſs, if 1 did not think I had repreſented 


the object as amiable to the eyes of others, 


as I too unhappily have found her myſelf; 


and ſtill 1 look back on ſo many ſingular cir- 


cumftances, and am more penetrated than 
ever wich thoſe ſentiments which were then 
with difficulty held in reſpett by the force of 
my engagements. ' The offer of fuch a man 
as the SeliQtar, ' and the readineſs of her re- 
jection, had ſo much changed Theopha in my 
opinion, that ſhe appeared to me enriched 
with all the elevations, and diſtinctions, ſhe 


bad refuſed, more even than if ſhe had ac- 


en them. It was no o longer a wretched 
wo ſlave, 


1 reftrited reading, and ill di- 
retted refleQions, had perverted her under. 


C- 
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foundling, diſowned by her father, and ſpurn- 


ed by her family ;—a' girl devoted, from in- 


fancy, to the filthieſt gratifications of Turkiſh 
libidinoſity, that J contemplated. in her: 1 
beheld her no longer (with all the amiable 
qualities 1 bad applauded ſo long) but as a 
perſon ennobled by the nobility ſhe had diſ- 
dained to accept; and meriting greater diſ- 
tinRtions- than it was in the power even of 


fortune to beſtow. From this diſpoſition of 


mind, which became more ſtrong as it was 


more conſidered, I glided, without repug- 


nance, into the determination of marrying 
her myſelf! And what may ſeem ſurpriſing, 
after nearly two years that 1 had never dared 


to glance that way, 1 became now, in an in- | 


ſtant, familiarized, and fond of the idea to 


ſuch exceſs, that I only een the means 


to accompliſh it. 

Not a ſingle obfizclppang FR of the 
mind, ſeemed to offer reſiſtance ; nothing ex- 
iſted there but to fayour my deſign: and as 


for my family, who had no ſtrength to oppoſe 
my reſolves, they were too diſtant even to be 


85 | acquainted 


ſlave, purchaſed {4 by me into freedom —4 . 
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1 acquainted with my reſolutions, ll long after 


theirattainment was accompliſhed. But while 
I thus ſubmitted to the inclinations, of my 
heart, I was not wholly unmindful of what 
was due to propriety, and the reſpect that 
fhould ever be paid to appearances ; and were 


it only to avoid the expence, and the eclät, 


of a public conſummation, I reſolved that 


the feſtivities of my wedding ſhould be con- 
fined. to, and concealed in my own dwelling. 


In the heighth of that happineſs which I felt 


in thus yielding to my. moſt cheriſhed inclina- 


tions, I yet | wiſhed that Theopha had ſub- 
mitted to them from other, inducements than 
thoſe I was under the neceſſity of propoſing ; 
and I regretted that ber regard for me had 
never become ſufficiently ſtrong to negleQ 
fuch faſtidious reſtrictions, and induce her to 
diſplay her tenderneſs, unbribed by the eter- 
nal engagements of marriage! 


Though I had oftener than once flattered 


myſelf to have made an impreflion on her 
heart, it was a mortifying experience for mine | 


never yet to have drawn-from her the ſmalleſt 
econ n to bring her to an 


explicit 


happineſs, an afternoon which ſeemed likely 


of our young interrupted. 
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explicit declaration on this head, under the 
then exiſting circumſtances, I hoped, that by 
permitting her ſfightly to perceive the alli- 
ance I intended, the warmth of her gratitude 
would induce that avowal which might, in 
ſome degree, ſatisfy my wiſhes; and would 
prepare an opportunity to make known, with 
advantage, how much my paſſion could: . 
ſuade me to do for her.. 1 | 
Thus fancying, it never once occurred to 
me, that her rafuſal of the Selictar might be 
any prognoſtic of my after rejection; and I 
even indulged the idea, that if it was not on 
my account ſhe was content to forego the 
fineſt fortune in the Ottoman empire, I 
thought, at leaſt, it aroſe from a preference 
of my country, which would the more rea- 
dily diſpoſe her to e of the one I en 
offer. | ; 
After ſome days of W and ond; 
deration, I choſe for the aſcertainment of my 


to favour my attempt, by the little Proba 


U 


As 


4 
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As I 8 her chamber, filled with the 
pon I was. about to diſcloſe, a thought 
occurred which, negleQed during all my ſoli- 
tary reaſonings, chilled every vein, and made 
me retire with as much uneaſineſs, and anger, 


as I had previouſly. ſummoned reſolution, and 


tranquillity. 
I recolleQed the SeliQar, 1 he =, 
liſhed his pretenſions, had endeavoured to 


procure the recognition of Theopha by her 


parent; and while he ſo ſerved her, by aſcer- 
taining her claims to legitimacy, and nobility, 
he rendered her by ſo much the more fit to 
become his wife! I was ſhocked at the im- 
petuoſity of thoſe deſires which made me ſo 


much more regardleſs of prudence, and pro- 


priety, than a Turk, whole folly I bad pri- 
vately preſumed to cenſure. This application 


vas to me a matter of no little difficulty; for 


inaſmuch as it became neceſſary to conciliate 
Condoidi, and perſuade him to do that for 


me, he had conceded. to the Selictar; equally 
difficult, and humiliating was it, that my hap- 
as ſhould be made dependant.on, and my 


ſolicitations 
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had ſo fpurned, and ill treated. How ſhould 


I feel ſituated if he caught at the ripened 


opportunity of revenging at once the 'impor= 
tunities by which I had affailed him on Theo- 
pha's account, and the chagrin he ſuſpected 
me to have occaſioned him on account of his 
ſon? I vas aſtoniſhed not to hav. 7 efore 
examined ſo requiſite a preliminary; I was 
convinced of its poſitive neceſſity. But wilt 
it appear probable, that after long deliberation 
on the beſt way to ſet about it, and long ſelf- 


reproach for having before neglected it, I yet 


reſolved to rid me of the difficulty, not by 


ſurmounting, but by flying it; and returned 


to Theopha to execute thoſe intentions which . 
this recolleQion had fo. PROTO conns 
manded me to ſuſpend. e in 
1 am conſcious how much of bn, nd 158 
little ſelf· controul was mingled in this deei- 
fon; but I perſuaded; myſelf, that by firſt 
making known my intents to his daughter, I 
ſhould engage her aſſiſtance, be advantaged 
by her councils, and vanquiſh W 
with r geletiiy. lin 


** 0 * f 
* # . - 
** x | N b 


; In 


105 rn xorna. 


As 1 entered her chamber, filled with the 
projet I was about to diſcloſe, a thought 
occurred which, negleQed during all my ſoli- 
tary reaſonings, chilled every vein, and made 
me retire with as much uneaſineſs, and anger, 
as I had previouſly ſummoned reſolution, and 
tranquillity. 


I recolleQed the Selictar, We FIR he RY 


liſhed his pretenſions, had endeavoured to 


- procure the recognition of Theopha by her 


parent; and while he ſo ſerved her, by aſcer- 
taining her claims to legitimacy, and nobility, 
he rendered her by ſo much the more fit to 
become his wife! I was ſhocked at the im- 
petuoſity of thoſe deſires which made me ſo 
much more regardleſs of prudence, and pro- 
priety, than a Turk, whoſe folly 1 bad pri- 
vately preſumed to cenſure. This application 
was to me a matter of no little difficulty ; for 
inaſmuch as it became neceſſary to conciliate 
Condoidi, and perſuade him to do that for 
me, he bad conceded to the Selictar; equally 
difficult, and humiliating was it, that my hap- 
_ ſhould be made dependant.on, and my 
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ſolicitations ſhould be preferred to a man 1 
had ſo ſpurned, and ill treated. How ſhould 
feel ſituated if he caught at the ripenec 
opportunity of revenging at once the impor- 
tunities by which J had affailed him on Theo- 
pha's account, and the chagrin he ſuſpected 
me to have occaſioned him on account of his 
ſon? I was aſtoniſhed not to hav. iefore 
examined ſo requiſite a preliminary; ; I was 
convinced of its poſitive neceſſity. But will 
it appear probable, that after long deliberation 
on the beſt way to ſet about it, and long felf- 
reproach for having before negleQed it, T'yet - 
reſolved to rid me of the difficulty, not by 
ſurmounting, but by flying it; and returned 
to Theopha to execute thoſe intentions which 
this recollefion had fo Pere FRY com- 
manded me to ſuſpend. ph 8 
1 am conſcious how FE of love, 510 how 
little ſelf-controul was mingled in this;deci- 
ſion; but I perſuaded myſelf, that by firſt 
making known my intents to his daughter, 1 
ſhould engage her aſſiſtance, be advantaged 
by her councils, and vanquiſh the obſtacle 
with greater: celerity. | 7 | | 


In 


In acquaihting her with my matrimonial 
reſolve I did not fail to add my hopes, that 
on the day I ſhould become her huſband, | 
ſhould alſo be able to preſent her with a fa- 
ther; and ſhall T utter the ſiniſter fancy which 
turked in my boſom—1 flattered myſelf, that 
Theopha, ſoftened into compliance by the 
_ conviithon of my not efteeming any price too 
great for her purchaſe, would ſooner or later 
fubmit to my embrace, even before thoſe op- 
poſitions ſhould be removed which at e 
forbade our legal union. 

Many other intents, and expektations, 
ruſhed into my credulous imagination; many 
khat could boaſt little rectitude, ſome that 
might be criminal; and I haſtened again to 
the apartment of Theopha. I allowed her 
no time to notice my agitation; I com- 
pelled her to filence by requiring her atten- 
tion, and commencing my intended diſcourſe, 
I prevailed on her patience to hear me explain 
myſelf in the minuteſt manner. 

The uncogntroulable warmth which had 
hurried me into ſuch ſtrange exceſſes, was 
not ouly continued but encreaſed, while I 
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ipoke * my love to the object chat inſpired 


it; and. while the force of my paſſion giving 


energy to every ſyllable, and the tenderneſs 
of the fubje& prompting, and excuſing, ſome 
affectionate careſſes, received not without 
manifeſt affection by Theopha, my feelings 
were worked to the higheſt pitch of human 
repreſſion; and my ſufferings, perhaps, greater 


than man ever endured from counteratted 


deſires. | 
Her arms „ round my 
her head repofed on my boſe 


throbbings of ber breaſt were re-echoed by 


the tumultuous and Irregular movements of 
my heart. 
« Theophat** J whiſpered with a FEW as 


| loofed her from my embrace, to gaze on 


the expreſſion of her countenance, and read 


there her gratitude, and compliance: Theo- 


pha !'*—1I uttered again; but reſigned to my 


looks, and my careſſes, to explain that mean- 


ing my tongue was unable to expreſs. | 
Her face was overſpread by a pallid ſadneſs, 


and the tears ſtreamed unceafingly from her 


eyes, Which were rivetted on the earth: every 
limb 
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limb femed poſſeſſed by that ee tans 
gour which prepared her for attack, and pro. 
miſed me ſucceſs. Again I ſnatched her to 
my boſom, — I kiffed her with raptures inex- 
preſſible, as they were exquiſite, and forcing 
her from the ground, hurried her unreſiſting]y 
to the ſofa A feeble, ſlowly-ſpoken 
« Oh!” ——proclaimed the triumphancy of 
ben dere ſenſations, and the certain abſence 
of all thoſe fiercer feelings that might 2 
her from my wiſh. 
On che ſummit of attainment, when the 
ſpent ſou], freed from terreſtrial clogs, ſoars 
to the boundleſs regions of fenſual eeſtacy, 
and every pulle thrilling with irreſiſtible plea- 


ſure, forgets its wonted regularity ;—the fea- 


tures. of Theopha aſſuming ſuddenly a ſerious 
_caſt;—her incenſed eyes, flaſhing with fires of 
indignation, and contempt ;—ſhe burſt from 
my arms, broke from my hold, ſpurned at my 
entreaty, and fled from. out the chamber as It 
ſhe darted from. a demon! _ 

' Surpriſe, diſappointment, rage, eech 
—all at once poſſeſſed my mind; reſtrained 


me to the ſpot; and, like ſo many hideous 
fiends 


fiends v 
united 
me into 
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fiends whick the diſtorted fancy will ht 
united all to puniſh my attempt, and prge 
me into anguiſh! | 

Recovering at length from their dominion, 
re- compoſing my diſordered ſpirits, and feel- 
ing contrition at the inſult I had offered, 1 
haſtened in purſuit of Theopha, to atone for 
the tranſgreſſion. + 

She who was all meekneſs, en all loveli- 
neſs, liſtened not long to my entreaty in vain: 
ſhe pardoned the exceſſes of ungovernable 
paſſion, and heard me with chearful attention, 
till I offered to obliterate the memory of my 
injuſtice by making her my wife! 

She viewed ine ſternly a moment, as if 
ſhocked at the propoſal; and then, ſhrink- 
ing from my, graſp, as if feeling ſhe had ated 
too preſumingly, ſhe ſunk at my feet in ſpite 
of myſelf, and n me in turn to liſten 
to her. 

Of every ching that vas injurious, 1 
ing, filthy, or abominable, Theopha unheſi- 
tatingly accuſed herſelf. No epithet was hy 
her conſidered underſerved, or too groſs, 
which could renger her contemptible in my 

| eyes, 
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eyes; or odious to another ; and hen Gniſh. cheriſh 
ing this hateful, horrid portrait, ſhe begged to accc 
me to examine the painting, and ſee if that WW reſolve 
aſſemblage of crime leemed nes to be MW Adie 
made my wife! liberty, 

She recalled to me, . TORS I owed of 


ſhe cor 
reſpeQ, to my birth, my rank, my honour, me for 
and my underſtanding: how much I owed to Afte 


that reQitude of conduct which ought parti- ¶ me to 


_ cularly to adorn me, who had been the firſt feeling; 
to furniſh her with thoſe ideas. She accuſed wantin; 
her ill fortune of thus making her wretched- her to 


neſs complete, when it made her the means of W agitatic 
ruining my repoſe, who had been her belt W ſentime 
benefactor; and corrupting the virtuous pro- ¶ of our 
penlſities of that heart, the virtues of which MW admitte 
had been her only model. Heated with the nality. 
importance of the ſubject, her ſorrowful, and She 
languid, expreſſions gradually, became more I courag 
bold, —more heroic : ſhe paſſed from ſolicita - voice, 
tion into menace, and ſolemnly declared, that ¶ faculty 
if I deſiſted not from thoſe attempts which ¶ exceſs 
were unworthy, as well as thoſe that were I ſhou! 
unjuſt ; if I were diſcontented to retain Gmply the dee 
the titles of ber protctior, and friend;—thoſe ¶ fore m 

| cheriſhed "$9 
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| cherifhed titles which the entreated heaven 
to accompany with the ſentiments;—ſhe was 
reſolved to leave me without even ſaying, 
% Adieu; and to make uſe of that life, 
liberty, and thoſe advantages for all of which 
ſhe confeſſed herſelf indebted to Ny to = 

me for ever! | 

After theſe cruel — e fhe begged 
me to excuſe her, if in the warmth of her 
feelings, ſhe had uttered ought that ſeemed 

W-wanting in reſpect: the begged me to permit 
her to retire to her chamber, to aſſuage her 
agitation, and await there that change in my 
ſentiments which would produce the pleaſure 
of our meeting again upon thoſe terms which 
admitted no reproach, and ee no erimi- 


WM nality; © 2: | . 
| She left me, without my having ſufficient P 
courage to attempt to reſtrain her. My T 


voice, my actions, my thoughts, every animal 
faculty, became as it were ſuſpended by the 
| exceſs of my confuſion, and aſtoniſhment. 
I ſhould readily have precipitated myſelf into 
the deepeſt gulph that could have yawned be- 
fore me; I would have hid me from myſelf in 
| 2 5 8 the 7 
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"THEOPHA. | 


| the darkeſt cavern nf oblivion; for the ſingle 
recolleQion of my fituation drove me almoſt 
deſperate. I remained, nevertheleſs, ſome 
time unable to remove from whence ſhe had 
left me; and the effect of her reproache: 
muſt have been moſt extraordinary, when 
the firſt ſervant who entered the room was 
alarmed at the alteration of my countenance, 
and haſtened to afſemble others to render me 
aſſiſtance. Theopha herſelf, made acquainted 
with my imagined illneſs, hurried immedi- 
ately to me, forgetful of the reſolution ſhe 
had taken not to leave her: chamber. Her 
affeQionate ſolicitude did but encreaſe my 
uneaſineſs; and feigning not to obſerve her, 


I diſmiſſed my ſervants, with aſſurances that I 


was not unwell, and then retired to my Own 
apartment. 

Held to the conſideration of the fame « Cir= 
cumſtances, during two hours they paſſed in, 
a ſpace, to me, as ſhort as two ordinary mi- 
- nutes! How bitter were my refleQions ; how 
violent my agitations! But the ſtruggle de- 
termined in favour of Theopha. J finiſhed, 
convinced that ſhe was ſuperior to every 

attempt; 
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attempt; and chat, whether it were natural 
endowment, or a virtue acquired by ſtudy 


and meditation, I regarded her as a phat 


nomenon to be held up for admiration, and 
example; though certain of procuring an in- 


finitely greater ſhare of applauſe, than ; 


be hoped for, of imitation. 7 e 1 
Impatient to proclaim | wy ako to 


her wiſhes, I proceeded to her chamber; and 


promiſed in future to conſine myſelf, ſo long 


as ſhe pleaſed, to the conduct of a moſt ar- 


dent, and affettionate, friend ! - With what 
conflict did my feelings oppoſe the aſſertion ? 


ments of ſolitude, I had deemed to be is 
and judged to be indiſpenſible? An nat nd 


ith Theopha was ſucceeded by a long calm, 


of a conduct that ill repaid the concern we 


ent! 8 c. 
2 


Wich what violence did her preſence 
tempt. me to retract that, which in the mo- 
The new treaty I had now entered. into 
1 which our time paſſed as heretofore had | a 
deen uſual. The guide 1 had given to Maria 
Nezati returned, and brought us an account 


ad ſhewn for 8 . her lover's . 


. vor. II. H The 


* 
5 — 


but little oppoſition. He did not wait even 


| Heireſs, and his child, —as an Italian of good 
family, he obtained permiſhon to marry Mari 


only poffible way of returning again with 


146 _ THEOPHA. 


The captain of the veſſel in which ſhe had Nail! 


 _ embarked, conceiving a violent regard for Nof the 


this reſtlefs Sicilian, had induced her to re. had ſh 
late to him her adventures, and her views; Wafter t 


he had fo availed himſelf of this knowledge, Ihe bro 


by repreſenting in the worſt light her inten- from 8 
tion of rejoining the Knight, that he prevailed Mtude ar 
on her to let him conduR her to Sicily, where 
he perfuaded her ſhe would become recon. 
cited to her friends without much difficulty, 
He had promiſed himſelf the principal advan. 
tage to be derived from this reconciliation, 
as it was eaſy to foreſee, aiter ſo much con- 
fdence, a marriage between them would meet 


ell they: landed at Meſſina to enjoy the pri- 
vileges: after that, preſenting himſelf to bei 
father, —who was overjoyed to recover hi 


before the knowledge of her arrival was made 
public ; and this was, perhaps, for her, the 


credit into her own country. The guide | 
had lent accompanied her home, to pre. 
1 | : ; to Wt 
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vail ill more readily on the tenderneſs 


from Signor Rezati, expreſſive of his grati- 
tude and happineſs,” Theopha abſo, received 
one from Maria; and here it ſeemed our in- 
tercourfe would end for ever.. 

About ſix weeks had elapſed ſince he re- 
Jara of my ſervant, when, being at Conſtan- 
J inople, a meſfenger came to me from Oru, 
bringing intelligence, that the Knight had 
rrived there the evening before; and that 
he account of Maria Rezati, which be had 
learned from Theopha, had thrown him into 
a ſtate of deſperation which promiſed, in its 
onſequences, to become moſt tragical. 75 He 
ad notwithſtanding, ſent his excuſes for the 
iberty he took in alighting at my houſe, and 
equeſted my permiſſion to remain there a 
ew days. I returned for anſwer, that I; was 
periettly agreeable wo his Ray ; and was no 
ooner freed from the buſineſs which: engaged 
Bee, than my impatience to learn his ſitua- 
WhEe2 H 2 tion, 


of the old man, by teſtifying how much I 
had ſhewn. He did not leave Meſſina till. 
he brought with bim a moſt amiable letter 


« 


£48 „ - evi 


non, and his” deſigns, hurried me > inſtant 


to Oru. 5 


I found him, dn butt in the moſt | 


wretched, moſt pitiable, plight that' human 
being, perhaps, was ever exhibited : deaf to 
all conſolation ,—conſigned unreſiſtingly to 


anguiſh, and deſpair!—He-even reproached 
me, in the bitterneſs of his affliction, as being 


in great part the cauſe of it, for ſuffering 
Maria to leave my houſe without acquainting 


him: but I beheld in the anguiſh of an aban- 


doned lover, an ample excuſe for the . 


of | his complaints. 


In the courſe of a fe 9 my advice 


and conſolation reduced him a little to rea- 


ſon; 1 ſucceeded to convince him the con- 
dua his miſtreſs had choſen to adopt was for 
both, the beſt which could have happened; 


and inclined him to accept my intermedia- 
tion to reconcile him ou. to 8 e an 


his Order. RAS. 5 
| Reftored t to compoſure, bs rel f to me 


e manner in which he had liberated Syneſ 
from confinement. 8 he did 15 the fol- 


following means. 
Syed 
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Sy neſi, by the command of his father, Was | 


encloſed in. an old tower, the remnant- of a 
fallen fortification, which compoſed: at pre- 
ſent the beſt part of their chateau: totally igno- 


rant of the intended duration of his impri- 


ſonment, excluded from all commerce with 
every body, and wholly deſpairing to eſcape 
from his priſon. by any efforts of his own. 
His guards being only a few miſerable do- 
meſtics, it would have been ſufficiently eaſy 
to have corrupted them, had the Malteſe 
been rich enough ; but he had been ſupplied 
by me, with a ſum, barely ſufficient to the ex- 


pences of his voyage, and this reduced him 


to the ſingle reſource of cunning, or compul- 
fon. The latter was almoſt impoſſible ;\ and 
ſpeaking little Turkiſh, and leſs Greek, I 
could never, well conceive how he was able 


bave attempted leſs, had he been conſcious 
of all the difficulties; for the greater part of 
raſh, adventrous, men ſucceed onl y from their 
ignorance of the dangers they encounter, 
Arrived at Akade, he took a ſmall lodging 
neu. the chateau of. Condoidi; and buſied 


# 
a . i 
1 ; 
3 
* 


He would, perhaps, 


himſelf : 
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himſelf ſome days, in an examination of 1 the 
i= place, and attempts to aſcertain the chamber 
3 in which Syneſi was ſhut up. To force the 
"= door was impoſſible ; for he was able, by no 
means, even to approach it: but by piercing 
EF a thick beam which croffed the tower, by 
1 means of a long iron ſpike made red hot, he 
K 0, was fortunate enough to bit the right apart- 
ment, and make bim acquainted with bis 
near Eighboartood. : Jointly aſſiſting, they 
opened a ſmall hole in the wall, by which 
they © jointly conſidered on the means of 
eſcape : but in this they were 6bliged to be 
very guarded; for had the aperture been viſi- 
ble, and their induſtry too apparent, it would 
hve inſtantly been noticed by his guards 
andall their endeavours.compleatly fruſtrated, 
From theſe nightly conſultations Syneſi be- 
came acquainted with the circumſtances that 
were paſſing without the walls of his priſon, 
which relating again to his guards, he attained 
the reputation of being viſited by a familiar 
ſpirit ; and this ridiculous imagination gain- 
ing credit all around, the two adventurers 


amuſed themſelves with the public credulity, 
3 . * and 


coun 
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2 in the end, 10 convert it to their | 
advantage. | | 
The Turks are in . much, given to 


ſuperſtition ; but. although the Governor. at - 


Akade betrayed great admiration at the ac- 
counts which were related, it did not at all 
incline him to interfere with parental autho- 
rity, and ſet Syneſi free in defiance of his 
father, Their artifice thus failing them, force 
was applied to. The Malteſe contrived to 
convey a ſword to his friend ; and having, 
by dint of reſidence, become intimate with 
ſome of the ſervants, he ſecured their co- 


operation; and at the uſual time of Syneſi's 
daily ſupply they made a general attack, and 


carried him off in triumph! 


They were after this ſufficiently 3 


in public, to vaunt of their ſucceſs; and thus 
doubly hazard puniſhment for having given 
an air of religious ſanctity to Syneſi's pre- 
tended inſpirations, and for having alſo had 


recourſe to arms : two commiſſions which the 


Turks but very rarely excuſe. However, 


the Turkiſh governor, informed of the rea- 


lons of Syneſi's impriſonment, eſteemed his 
2 Uh _ father's 


#9» 


4 
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father $ ie ſo exceſſive, * the inſtance 


of the Knight's friendſhip ſo ſenſible, and ſo 
extraordinary, that he was eaſily ee to 
forgive them. _ 

They had thence 3 frog Raguſz, 


where meeting with no obſtacle to the pay- 


ment of his letters of exchange, they bad put 
themſelves in a tolerable condition to execute 
the projected eſtabliſhment. But what he 
imparted to me with moſt reluſtance, was the 


confeſſion that Syneſi was returned with him 
to. Conſtantinople. . 


The reply of Maria 
Rezati, which they had duly received on 


their return from Raguſa, aſſuring them that 


Theopha was not to be prevailed on as they 
wiſhed, induced them to come and attempt 


how far their perſonal entreatics might avail; 


and the Knight, touched by the kindneſs, and 
the friendſhip, I had teſtified towakds him, 
entruſted to me alſo, Syneſi's determination 
of having recourſe to violent meaſures, It 
perſuaſiye ones ſhould fail. in 
feel,“ ſaid. he, that I betray my 
friend; 1 acknowledge. I am culpable: but 


1 mould feel mylolt yet more criminal, if! 
concealed 
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concealed that from my benefactor which 


would injure him fo cruelly ; and I think you 
will not abuſe the confidence I am guilty of.. 
He added, to excuſe himſelf for entering 


into concert with Syneſi for the execution of 


this plan, that in the expeQation of his find 


ing in my houſe a miſtreſs who was attached 


to him, and who would accompany them into 


the Morea, he had wiſhed himſelf that = 
amiable' an aſſociate as Theopha might join 


their party, who he thought, too, would find 


herſelf infinitely: more happy at Akade even 


than they had promiſed her. Not being 
ignorant, alſo, of my attempts to procure 


Condoidi's acknowledgment of. her, he fan- 
cied it would pleaſe me to ſee her belonging 


to that family to which I conſidered her as 
related; but the plan being now compleatly 
prevented, he proclaimed the intentions of 


Syneſi, in which he no longer beheld for 
Theopba the ſame advantages, or r the fame 


£ 


re ha ef. 7 
She was unacquainted with theſe * 


tions, and I begged the Knight to conceal | 


Hs them 


execution; and 1 beſides imagined that, de- 
prived of the co-operation of the Malteſe, 


poſition, at going, it might yet appear to hays 


fill attached to Syneſi, and willing to. retain 


— 
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them ſtill from her. It was ſufficient that I 
was in poſſeſſion of them to prevent their 


Syneſi would be ſo much leſs daring as be 
became by ſo much the leſs to be dreaded. 
The ſcheme was, chat as I uſually left but 
few ſervants at Oru, they were to have gone 
there while I had been in town; and both 
knowing perfectly the interior of my houſe, 
they \Sancied they ſhould eafily introduce 
themſelves to the women: as alſo Maria Re. 
zati would readily enough have accompanied 
them, if Theopha teſtified reluftance, or op- 


received my concurrence. | 

I know not how the attempt ond, have 
fucceeded ; but by knowing it, I became 
freed from all apprehenſion. The Knight 


his friendſhip, entreated me to conceal the 
diſcloſure he had made; and took on him to 
prevail on Syneſi to reſign the attempt, by 
repreſenting its unadviſeability. He acceded 


 THEOPHA'.- 155 


to his councils; but his paſſion for Theoptia 
ſtill remained in ful} force; and afterwards 
urged him to various unſucceſsful attempts. 

1 exerted all my intereſt with the Grand 
Maſter of Malta;, and the Viceroy of Naples; 
to procure for the Malteſe a better reception 
than he had dared to expect. By my ſolici- 
tations he was permitted to re-appear* in his 
own country, and his offence was excuſed as 


an error of youth; but unfortunately” he 


again fell in with his miſtreſs, or his weakneſs, 


perhaps, PORE him to het an i ee 
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of ſeeing her. 

Ho little . on the ſubjec of wo. 
men, is to be placed on the firmeſt reſolves; 
how uncertain the faith of the ſtrongeſt cha- 
rafters, where female attachment interferes ; 
and how nugatory that force which may be 
oppoſed to reſiſt ſome inclinations! The 
Knight, who was apparently reſtored to his - 
reaſon; who till now had conducted himſelf 
in the moſt correct, and moſt praiſe-worthy 


manner; and had ſucceeded to reconcile the 


animoſities of thoſe who condemned his for- 
mer follies ;—no ſooner beheld his miſtreſs, 
H 6 than. 
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+] nat 0 blazed anew,—Maria Rezati him 
relapſed into all her former fondneſs, and mu 

both forgot the ties which ſhould have re- fav. 

; ſtrained a rene wal of their intercourſe. ' 1 
Scarcely had four months elapſed when my 
13 Theopha received a letter from the Malteſe, to 
ah in which he confeſſed to her, with much timi- whi 
dity, and ſtill greater circumlocution, that Wl leſs 

'* hbirgſelf and Maria, unable to exiſt indepen- WW rejc 

dent of each other, had fled for ever from MW As 

their country, and were then arrived at Con- and 

ſtantinople. He admitted how liable their vit! 

conduct was to reprehenſion; he made no plea 

attempt to juſtify what, however, they were vine 

unable to avoid: but he felt too great repug- I Thi 


nance: to preſent himſelt before me, ſo cir- ¶ rece 
cumſtanced, till he was firſt eters: of my cert 
indulgence, and he entreated her to awaken I and 
it in their favour. - _ | | 1 
Not even a momentary b 1 N this 
_ reply. The caſe was ſo diſtin from the civi 
former, —ſo flagrant a violation of fifty ties on : 
which he ought to have reſpetted, chat dic- libe 
tating my ſentiments while Theopha wrote, dec! 
I declared, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that neither I by 
| himſelf, 
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As Theopha was intimately concerned in this, 
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himſelf, ini the companion of his follies; } 
muſt ever 1 1 wy countenancen or 
favour | 111-44 „ Ar: Ar 1ay7es Foc 
They had vids Wer the probability n 
my rejection: their plan vas not ſo iſolate as 
to boaſt no alternative; and the intentions 
which travelled them to Conſtantinople were 
leſs ardent to renew my friendſhip, than to 
rejoin Syneſi, and revive the ancient project. 


and as they had been moſt intimately reſident 
with her, they imagined ſhe would he well 
pleaſed to ſee them again; and were con- 
vinced alſo her letter was of my dictation. 
Thus, far from deſpairing at a language they 
recognized to be mine, they waited only till 
certainly aſſured that I was returned to town, 
and then both haſtened immediately to Oru. 
Theopha, in the embarraſſment into which 
this unexpected viſit threw her, aſſured them 
civilly, that whatever might be her own wiſhes 
on the ſubject, ſhe could not. feel herſelf at 
liberty io conſult them in oppoſition to my 
declared intentions and ſhe begged them, 
by cheir immediate abſence, to preſerve her 
= 7 | from 
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from the hazard of _—_— offentvely to. 
wards me. | 


them, and the period they entreated was fo 


ga gain to gain acceſs to my houſe, was but the 
effect of a feeble remorſe, which pained him 


fot 


They olicited het fo e to blen to 


ſhort, that unable by force to get rid of them, 
the un aan Een to behave as ney: as 
they requeſtod. 

Their operations were a on; wn * 
letter by which the Knight had endeavoured 


on the eve of a new enterprize that his honour ¶ ſed 
informed him was ungrateful! f 

Though I had never fully explained to him gag 
my opinions of the projected ſettlement in ¶ mac 
the Morea, and though I had leſs explicitly ¶ cul: 
declared my feelings hen I found that Theo- ¶ cou 
pha was to have been enſnared into the alli- I livi 
ance, he muſt have been thoroughly aſſured I Viz 
1 ſhould not have treated her with fo much gor. 
attention, and diſtinttion, if I felt no pleaſure prix 


in her ſociety ; and equally certain, that clan- lf of n 


deſtinely to deprive. me of her muſt have ¶ ide 
given me equal pain. He was anxious there- of n 
fore to reconcile. me to his dei gn, as much cele 

for f 
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for the ſatisfaQtion of his miſtreſs; as the kap | 


pineſs of his friend; and though I had re- 


fuſed to fee him he did not deſpair of my 
concurrence, if he procured the conſent of 


Theopha. So did he ſpare nothing to re- 
preſent the ſcheme as comprizing equal ad- 
vantage, as pleaſure; and omitted no argu- 
ment to make it tempting and adviſeable. 
But Theopha required not aſſiſtance to com- 


bat his inſtances; for her ſenſe was ſuperior 


to the force of his arguments, and the anxious 
ſeduction of their united perſuaſions. 

While this was paſſing at Oru, I was en- 
gaged in the preparations of a fete which 


made no ſmall noiſe in the world. The difh- 
culties I had ſeveral times encountered in the 


courſe of my embaſly, had not prevented my 
living on very good terms with the Grand 


Vizir,  Calaili; and I may aſſert, that the vi- 5 | 


gorous manner in which I had defended the 
privileges of my appointment, and the-honour 
of my country, had procured me infinite con- 
fideration among the Turks. The birth-day 
of my ſovereign approaching, I propoſed to 
celebrate it with greater ſplendour than it 

545 | had 
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| had ever heretofore! been iſtitlpuſthed. Abe 


illuminations were ſtudied to be molt magni. 


fjcent, and all the artillery 1 could colled 


from the French veſſels then lying in the 
harbour, was conveyed to my houſe at Ga- 
lata. As ſo pn a rejoicing could not be 


indulged without an expreſs permiſſion, I had 


taken care to obtain it of the Vizir. But 
the evening previous to its celebration, fa. 
tigued with my. exertions, and ſatisfied with 
their ſucceſs, repairing to Oru to pals plea. 
ſantly the preceding night, and bring Theo- 


pha with me to town in the morning, 10 par- 


take of the feſtivities, I there learned on my 
arrival, two pieces of intelligence which very 
much interrupted e een ee I had car- 
ried thither:-: TIC; Ted , {11 0 Wot A 
The firſt was the details of the Knight! 


igt, and the efforts he had made to prevail 


on Theopha. Learning, at the ſame time, 


that he was more than ever intimate. with 
Syneſi, my apprehenſions were conſiderably 


more extended than her's; and I entertained 


no doupt but that on my refuſal, and Theo- 
an" s in addition, they would renew all thoſe 


deſigns 


macy, was named his ſucceſſor. 
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ern, 


defigns which. 1 had e avowed to me. 


However, I was by ſo much the leſs alarmed 


as having now ſufficient time to ſecure her a 
fafe aſylum at Oru, whatever might. be the 


attempts their deſperation ſhould praktice. 25 
But while I diſcourſed with Theopha on 


the circumſtances ſhe had been relating, I 
received advice from my ſecretary, that the 


Grand Vizir, Calaili, was depoſed, and Chou- 


ruli, a man of a reſerved, diſagreeable tem- 
per, with whom I had never had any. inti- 
J foreſaw, 
in an inſtant, this would. occaſion me fome 
trouble, as the new miniſter had the power 
to interrupt my rejoicings; and he was moſt 


likely to make uſe of it from that arrogance | 


which uſually induces men in ſimilar ſuua- 
tions, to invert the order they find eſta- 
bliſhed, and revoke the permiſſions their pre- 
deceſſors may have granted. The firſt idea 


that ſuggeſted itſelf, was to purſue my feſti- 


vities, apparently ignorant of what had taken 


place, under the ſanftion_ of the ferovan 


(licenſe) I had obtained from Calaili: yet. 


ſtill the altercations I had been engaged in 
obliging 
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obliging me to obſerve ſtricter terms than 
might have been otherwiſe neceſſary, I dil 
patched a meſſenger to the new minifier, re. 
queſting a new permiſſion. 

He was ſo occupied in 8 him of 
his appointment, and ſo engaged by the 
many concerns which were now committed 

to his management, that my fecretary could 
by no means procure a minute's audience, 
I did not learn this until the next day.— 
My impatience encreaſing, I determined to 
apply to him myſelf, —He was then attending 
the conſultations of the Divan, from which he 
was not expected till he joined the folemn 
proceſſion, which is ever obſerved on the ap- 
pointment of a new miniſter. FR 


1 abandoned all hope of ſeeing him on 


hearing this. All my preparations had taken 
place; I decided to hazard the event; to 


ſhelter me under the authority of Calaili's 

licenſe, and commenced my illumination at 

the commencement of the evening. 

It was ſpeedily made known to the new 

Viair, who expreſſing great diſpleaſure, in- 

ſtantly ſent one of his officers to enquire 
| my 
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my intentions, and to aſk- by what right, 1 
preſumed ſo to aft without uur WO pure 
fieipetion,s- "0 2104 08 tig! 


I replied as elit as p0lfible; 05 kieide 


two days before obtained the fervan' of Ca- 
laili, 1 had not conceived a new one would 
be neceſſary; but I had yet applied for it 


ſeveral times, and had even myſelf, waited 


on the Vizir, to procure it, though without 
ſucceſs. The officer who had apparently re- 
ceived his orders, declared that it was the 


will of the Vizir I ſhould proceed no far- 
ther, or he ſhould adopt compulſive means 


to prevent me. This menace made my blood 
boil, and prompted an anſwer as proud as 
his menace. The officer, irritated in his turn 
at my haughtineſs, informed me, if I-conti- 


nued to reſiſt, a detachment of Janiffaries 


ſhould inſtantly advance to lower my pre- 


ſumption. I loſt, then, all controul of my 
language. Tell your maſter,” ſaid I, « that 
his behaviour merits only the moſt ſovereign 
contempt; and that I know not how to fear 


when the honour of my King is in queſtion. 


If he proceeds to ſuch extremity, I will not 


attempt 
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attempt to defend me againſt ſuch a ſupe. 
riority of numbers, as he may oppoſe ; but 1 MM? , 


will have brought into this room the powder mY 
of which I have here an abundance; 1 will 75 
fire it myſelf; ; and by the deſtruQion of me, i 
and my. friends, I ſhall at leaſt reſcue our 151 
perſons from the atrocious indignities of your HE 
ſoldiery. After this I leave to the King, by by 
maſter, to revenge our wrongs | I”. zh 
The officer retired ; but the threats I had il 

| uttered were preſently known to all the he 
French I had aſſembled, and threw them MW ©. 
into the utmoſt conſternation, I was myſelf, 0s 
indeed, in ſuch a tranſport of rage, as ren- wt 
dered me capable of executing all I had ſaid; MW ©” 


and anxious that no appearance of timidity 
ſhould be obſerved in my behaviour, I in- 
ſtanthy gave orders for a general diſcharge " Bal 


the artillery, which included fifty pieces of = 
cannon. > My people trembled while they T1 
obeyed me; my gueſts, apprehenſive for their I nu 
ſafeties, deſerted me in. great numbers; my * 
fecretary, more alarmed. than any one, bu- of 
Sed himſelf in extinguiſhing the flambeaux 2 
in different parts, that he might ſeem to com- we 


ply 
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ply with the commands of the vi izir; and fan- 1 


tied in ſo doing, he did me a ſervice. My 


agitation redoubled; my rage maddened i into 


frenzy; 'I reproached the former with trea- 
chery, cowardice, ingratitude; and perceiv- 


ing the great diminution of the lights, I re- 
warded the anxiety of 75 rd er ve a 


volume of abuſe. - +; (G41; n 
Goaded thus into a NE PINE too mite to 
madneſs to be diſtinguiſhed from it, the cries 
of women in diſtreſs, aſſailed me. I did not 
doubt an inftant but the ſaniffaries had 
already began to inſult my, people, and haſt- 
ened to the er from whence the cries _ 
ceeded. 7 e Digott 3 5 "au Fare 
What did I behold? Whatia petites was 
preſented to my enflamed attention ? Syneſi, 
and the K night, aſſiſted by two mercenary 
Greeks, .. tearing - Theopha from my houſe. 
They had bound her ;—forced her from my 
guardianſhip, in ſpite: of tears, and plaints, 
and entreaties; and to prevent the utterance 
of her cries, the ſelfiſh Syneſi was cramming 
a handkerchief into her 9 * as 1 
came up with them, | — | 4 
ä "Hulk 


1 
74% 4s 
- 
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I was alone, unattended, unaſſiſted, —en- 
feebled by the violence of my paſſion, and 
exertion, and beheld at the ſame moment, 
the threatened detachment. of the Janiſſaries 
approaching. The Knight, perceiving the 
intent with which I ruſhed towards them, 
prepared for my attack. Syneſi delivered the 
defenceleſs victim to the attendant Greeks, 
who inſtantly hurried her away; and then 
aſſiſting his treacherous friend, he had the 
infamy to aim that poignard againſt my breaſt 
which, given him by me, ſhould never ſure 
| have threatened my life. The blow was too 
ſucceſsfully directed; I fell to the earth wel- 
tering in blood: I heard them exulting as 
they fled: I heard the preparations of the 
Janiſſaries to attack my people, and deſtroy 
my bouſe; and overcome with ſuch, united 
injuries, and mortifications, 1 ww inte a * 
of total infenſibilit y. 

When E:recovered my ſenſes, I Buslm⸗ 
ſelf in my chamber, ſurrounded by my ac- 
cuſtomed domeſticks. To the late tumult, and 
difturbance, a perfedt tranquillity reigned 
around me; but within my boſom, all was 
OE! | rage, 
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rage, riot, and deftrutiont! The Janiſſaries 
had been countermanded; my houſe was pre- 
ſerved; my friends were returned; but when 
would my Theopha return?—and who would 
reſtore her to me? The wound I had re- 
ceived of Syneſi, was fo flight as to ſubject 
me to no confinement, though the violence 
of the blow had temporarily ſtunned me. I 
was preſently able to re-appear in public, 
and attempt perſonal enquiries concerning- 
Theopha, whoſe loſs was to me, the "GY 


chat could have befallen. 


When I bad fatigued myſelf * my 3 
vours, and exhauſted every device my ima- 
gination could ſuggeſt, I refigned myfelf to 
that debilitating deſpair which conſigns to 
total ination. From this torpor I was pre- 


ſently roufed by receiving from my court the 


letters of recall. 1 had no regret at leaving 
Turkey; I had no diſinclination to return to 
France; but I was deſperate at the idea of 
returning without Theopha, and in the un- 
certainty I was of her diſpoſal. The period 
of my embarkation approached ; no day paft 
vithout enquiry ; no night without the bitter- 
neſs 


168 
neſs of diſappointment bedewing my pilloy 
with tears. On the evening of the third, my 
preparations for ſailing being all perfeQed, 1 
retired early to my chamber, endeavouring 
to reconcile me to that privation which l 
now perceived was abſolute, and might be 
eternal! 

I. vas interrupted by my valet ruſhing 
baſtily into my chamber, in a tranſport of 
- exultation. © Theopha, Theopha, Sir,” he 
exclaimed, © is diſcovered, —is regained; and 
waits only your claim to be reſtored to you!” 
I roſe in a petturbation, greater than I had 
ever known, and ſcarcely conſcious what ! 
did, and unable to offer any queſtions, | 
hurried on my clothes, and haſtened to the 
f ĩ˙· en „„ 
I found there the two Greeks who had 
raviſhed her from my houſe, awaiting my 
preſence to be examined; and Theopha, in 
an exceſs of affliftion which, yet the proſpeRt 
of her reſtoration had relieved, fitting: by 
the Cadi, who conſoled her with all the ten- 
derneſs of a father, and the attention of a 


1 
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Upon my evidence the Greeks were con- 
victed, condemned, and ſent immediately to 
the gallies; Theopha was reſtored to my 
protection; and the ſlave-merchant, who had 
been the inſtrument of her reſtoration, re- 
ceived my warmeſt acknowledgments. 

No ſooner were we at home, and Theo- 
pha's fenſations ſubſided into compoſure, than 
I prefſed her to relate to me the treatment 
ſhe had met with. Made happy by the con- 
viction that they now no longer menaced her, 
ſe ſmiled at the memory of her paſt afflic- 
tions, and made me acquainted with them 
without farther requeſt, bo | 
_ © Ignorantas I am,” ſaid ſhe, © 1 cannot 
tell you in what part, nor by what ways, the 
wo Greeks carried, or rather dragged me to 
hag che extremity of the town; and though know- 
m ing from the perſons under whoſe directions 
F* they acted, I could have no apprehenſion for 
fe my life, I. yet ſuffered greatly from their 

brutal behaviour, and the ſtill greater bruta- 
_ lity of the filthy: taunts with which they re- 
A plied to my tears, and lamentations. The 
exceſſive darknely of that night which you 

Vor. II. © had 


chat the ſorrows 1 lamented, awhile, were for- 
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had 3 pleaſed with as propitious to the Ga 
diſplay of your fireworks, was more an ad- decor 
vantage to the cruelty of my raviſhers, to ¶ , 


whom it afforded a perfect concealment, and tramp 


enabled to convey me unmoleſted to a lone, I the © 


deteſtable, houſe, far from the reach of human 3 


aſſiſtance: Maria Rezati received me on my pleatly 
| entrance; and endeavoured, at firit, to laugh vices, 


away my fears, and joke me into ſatisfaRtion: longer 
but 1 was too ſeriouſly afflicted to be conſoled gratitu 


by a jeſt; too miſerable at your loſs, to be M « 1 
Teg<ined by a ſmile. She next attempted ar- Wyre of 
gument, then entreaty; and laſtly, enraged at Nmanize 


my ſtubborn regret, Maria Rezatt threatened 
me with force!“ 

I was ſo ſhocked, fo aſtoniſhed, at the 
new ſtyle of language ſhe aſſumed; — ſo hor- 
ror-thrilled. at the diſguſting indecencies 
which fell without a bluſh from her tongue, 


gotten. She ridiculed my affected modeſty, 
ſacered at, and reproached me for pretended 
virtue, and boaſted the tranſports of unre- 


ſtricted gratification.” 
ce Maria Rezati Had lapſed * the ob- 


ſervance 


nce 
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ſervance of honour, decency, modelly, and 
decorum : ſhe had learned to laugh at all her 
education had taught her to reſpect; ſhe 


trampled on the diſtinctions which ſeparate 


the woman from the animals of the brute 
creation, and gloried in being now, com- 
pleatly infamous. She had forgotten my ſer. 
vices, my friendſhip, my attachment ; and no 
longer remembered they claimed, if not her 
gratitude, at leaſt her forbearance.. “ 

« ] ſaw in her, exhibited the hideous EW. 
ure of a female, —if I may ſay fo,—unwo» _ 
manized : no ſenſe, but ſenſuality; no go- 
erning principle, but the predominance of 
a deſpotic paſſion. Inſupportable to her- 
elf; reproachful to her intimates; rejected 
dy her relations; degraded by the world; 
pitied and deſpiſed by the good; and afford- 
ng only an object of ridicule and e to 
he diſſolute, and abandoned! 

66 Syneſi and the Knight preſently 1 5 

d I was even happy to be relieved by them 

om the torturous infliction of her ſociety. 

e that men could act badly for the 
ttainment of their deſires; but 1 learned at 

wt > the 
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dhe ſame moment, that when reſigned to the = 


government of the paſſions, it is woman ſuc. Pe 
_ceeds beſt to be criminal, and gives the highel * : 

lare to infamy !? | 
pl « Syneſfi . publickly declared his de. I 
fires; the Malteſe ſeconded his ſuit ; Mary, which 
by degrading that chaſtity I endeavoured to 780 
preſerve, ſought by teaching me to deſpiſe i, el 
to ſeduce me to yield; and the two ferociou af ro 


_ Greeks ſeemed to wait the ſignal of forcing « þ 
me to compliance. Under the united oli. fr af 
_ citations. of the one, and the terrors of th: 


other, I know not how I eſcaped. I with. 3 
ſtood them that night ; was permitted to ler vere | 
alone; and reſigned me in tears, and ſadnel 1 
to my pillow. * When the tenants of this ci „ pich 
minal retreat were, as I thought, buried u what F 
fleep,—and my racked imagination was filled, =. 
with my preſent wretchedneſs, and plans poigua 
eſcape, —a hand burning with the fever ing. me 
luſt, was thruſt into wy boſom; my cif, dar 
were withheld by another forcibly applied}, | 


my mouth ; and I recognized Syneſi, by Nen, v 
manly violence, attempting to obtain bis 1 enn 
fires. He heeded not, in oppoſing his fol . NA 


” 
THEOPHA. 173 


to my ſtruggles, how -much he bruiſed me, 
and ſtrained me, in every limb; and taught 
me to diſtinguiſh between real love, and 
ſelfiſh lewdneſs. I felt, then, the difference 
between that heayen-inſpired attachment, 
which derives pleaſure only while it imparts 
it to the obje it regards, and that beſtial 
inclination which ſatisfies itſelf at the expence 
of tears, repugnance, and affliction.. ? 

At length I gained my voice, I ſhrieked 
for aſſiſtance.“ 

e In the next chamber lay the Knight and 


were poſted to prevent my eſcape.” 
„ The Malteſe, awakened by my cries, — 


what he had experienced at our hands, and 


1 0 
crie 
d 
An 
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„ 


ing me nearly oppreſſed by a man whom, in 
the dark, he miſtook for one of the Greeks, 


death, from my boſom.” 
% Maria Rezati following, the miſtake was 
13 preſently 


Maria; and on the other fide, the two Greeks 


which, perhaps, recalled to his recollection 


that it merited his gratitude, —ſeized his 
poignard, haſtened to my aſſiſtance, and find - 


he plunged his weapon into the heart of Sy- 
neſi, who fell inſtantly in the agonies of 
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preſently diſcovered : :—they Jamented their 
friend; they curſt me as the cauſe ; but they 
_ conſulted moſt, their own ſafety. I fainted 
under this complication of abuſe, horror, an. 


guiſh, and alarm; and when I came again to 
myſelf, in the morning, I found myſelf wel. 
tering in the blood of Synefi, whoſe corple 
lay disfigured by my fide.” 


Starting from the frightful fpeRacle, 


flew to the door and attempted to force it 


open. It led to the chamber of the Malteſe, 


and was too well ſecured for my ſtrength. 
tried the oppoſite one, which belonged to the 
chamber of the flaves : that alſo was faſtened, 


Deprived of all power to eſcape, I entreated 


to be releaſed in the moſt moving language 
1 could uſe. No one replied; but 1 heard 


the Greeks ſwearing, and rioting, in a moſt 


extraordinary manner beneath me. Preſently 
they ruſhed up into the chamber of the Mal- 
teſe; vociferated, and curſed, ſtill more ve- 


kemently ; and furiouſly burſting open the 


door of my chamber, beheld with ſilent hor- 
ror the ſcene there diſplayed before them.” 


I ſunk upon my knees, and ſupplicated 
their 
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their mercy. | I told them how the murder had 


curing the few. valuables they poſſeſſed, had 
fled before the break of day. They now, 


aſtoniſhment, conſulted what they had better 
do to ſecure their own ſafety, and turn the 
adventure to their advantage. They felt 
themſelves free, —and their rejoicings made 
them nearly frantic They recolletted the 
puniſhment which might be inflited on them 


the apprehenſion! They viewed me; they 
deſcanted on the beauties of my perſon, and 
ge Wl mingled their joint exultations with rapture. 
rd il Be it not ſuppoſed they looked on me with 
oſt MW thoſe defires which might outrage my feel- 
tly I ings, and provoke my reſiſtance: they were 
al- beings whom unfortunate ſtars had doomed 
e- ¶ to be ſelf-exiſtent ;—to know never, the plea- 
be © ſure of imparting happineſs, or indulging rap- 
r- tures from the fondneſs of another. Or the 
* I criielty of their parents, or the calamity of 
ed WF diſaſtrous circumſtances, had conſigned them 
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been perpetrated, and they readily enough | 
believed me; for Maria and the Knight, fe- 


recovering from the ſtupefattion of their firſt 


for Syneſi's ſlaughter, —and were ſaddened by 
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to barren exiſtence; and fitted them to be 
the keepers of women, they could raven in- 
Jure, nor enjoy!? 
They prepared to 8 from this: pol. 
luted hovel, and defired me to prepare to ac. 
company them. However reluQtant I liſtened 
to the ſummons; however much the uncer. 
tainty of my diſpoſal afflicted; Þ was unable 
to reſiſt, and was therefore ready to comply,” 
As ve were about to ſet off, one ſuggeſted 
to the other, that it would be preferable ve 
ſhould delay till evening; and ”{y prefent]y 
reſolved ſo to do.” 

1 was not, by them, moleſted by ſuch 
hateful ſolicitation as the now lifeleſs Sy neſt 
had preferred; but yet, I was wretched: I 
was ſuffered, in filence, to obſerve their con- 
ſultations; but I was more agonized by the 
plans they: agitated even, perhaps, than ! 
ſhould have been under their infliction. Uſe- 


leſs to them, they propoſed, for their mutual 
profit, to ſell me as ſpeedily as poſſible; and 
diſcourſed on the different perſons likelieſt 
to become e , and eee to bie 
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« ] prayed, —I wept, —I beſought them to 
have mercy ; to reſtore me to you, and you 
would bid the higheſt : but they were aware 
in this, how much they would expoſe them- 
ſelves to the puniſhment they deſerved, and 
turned a deaf ear to all my argument. In 
the dead of the ſucceeding night, when the 
innocent ſlept, and only the perpetrators of 
guilt who would aſſiſt them, not me, prowled: 
abroad; they faſtened. up the houſe, and con- 
veyed me to a diſtant, diſmal dwelling, where 
a fiend, their friend, received and welcom= 
ed us.“ 8 | 

I was entruſted to his care, while they 
alternately buſied themſelves in ſeeking a 
purchaſer, At length, as they imagined, they 
ſucceeded: they carried me to a merchant's 
houſe, exhibited my perſon, expoſed me t« 
his bidding, and haggled obſtinately for a 
larger ſum than he propoſed ; which, let me 
confeſs, I thought immoderately ſmall; but 
did not then ſee the amiable purpoſe which 
induced him to under-rate me ſo much. 

While he thus amuſed them by his af- 
lected avarice, he ſent for the officers of the 

: 1 2. Cadi, 
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Cadi, who came and apprehended them be. 


fore they had concluded their bargain. The 


ſlave-merchant, who was no leſs a man of 
penetration, than probity, had ſuſpeQed them 


of ſome crime. We were all forthwith con. 


- veyed before the Cadi, and you are acquainted 


with the happy reſult!“ 
Her narrative concluded, I claſped her to 
my heart in a tranſport of joy, and ſatisfac- 


tion; and the ſighs which eſcaped her, and 
the tears alſo which fell upon my boſom, 
convinced me that Theopha felt no leſs. 


When I imparted to her the orders I had 
received from my ſovereign, to return imme- 
diately to France; and the neceſſity of our 
ſpeedy embarkation ; ſhe enquired anxiouſly, 
if continuing my protection as heretofore, I 
would be content to take her with me. | 
was as delighted at her readineſs to go, as ſhe 
was at my promiſe of taking her; and after 
two days, we embarked on board a veſſel 
bound to Marſeilles, and ſailed from the port 


of Conſtantinople. 


The captain had pre-informed me of the 


neceſſity of his making ſome ſtay to refit at 


Leghorn. 
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Leghorn. J was not at all ſorry at What 


afforded me an opportunity of viewing that 
celebrated port; and Theopha ſeemed parti- 
cularly elated at landing on the Italian coaſt. 

The incognito which many reaſons induced 
me to obſerve, obliged me to leave all my 


ſuite on board: I lodged at an inn, where 


Theopha paſſed for my daughter; myſelf for 


a private gentleman, returning with his family 


from Conſtantinople; and made there no objec» 
tion to eat at the public table, where many re- 


ſpectable perſons were every day aſſembled. 


From the firſt moment of our dining with 
them, I made obſervation of a young French» 
man, about five and twenty, ſedulouſly atten- 


tive to render ſervice to Theopha; and eter- 


nally anxious, by his flatteries, to attrad her 
attention. His figure was neither diſagree- 
able, nor inelegant; his manners particularly 
inſinuating, and fach as made me ſuppoſe 
him a man of diftintion, who travelled with- 


out chooſing to make himſelf known; for I 


did not recolle@ in the name of the Comte 
de Melli, any family of great note. - He 
loaded me with civilities, ſuppoſing me the 

„„ OO father 
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father of Theopha, and 1 n it all to 


the ordinary good breeding of a Frenchman, 


During the day, I amuſed me by walking 


about the town to view whatever merited at- 


tention; and unſuſpicious, and affured, left 
Theopha to her own guidance, with no other 


perſon but a Greek girl, whom 1 had ſubſti- 


Wo in lieu of Bema. 
At the end of about eight days 1 begen to 


perceive an evident alteration” in her ſpi- 


rits: though the fatigue of the voyage might 
have had ſome effect on her, yet, feeling 
great uneaſineſs at the change, I enquired 
if ſhe had any cauſe of ſorrow, or chagrin. 
She aſſured me, with ſo much evident embar- 
raſſment, that nothing ailed her, as muſt im- 


mediately have opened my eyes had they 
been inclined to diſtruſt. | 


We remained at Leghorn fifteen Ji 


without any circumſtance occurring to ſet 


afloat my ſuſpicions; and at my return from 


my walks, I always found Theopha alone.— 
Obſerving her melancholy to encreaſe, rather 


than diminiſh; and her behaviour becoming 


ply: more, and A conſtrained ; t- 


tempted 
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tempted to revive her by aſſurances (and in 
truth imagined) that the air of France, and 


the manner of life ſhe would there lead, 
would better agree with her than the climate 


of Italy, and the accommodations of a com- 
mon inn. | Bt 


It was certain her manners, bew at t table, 


were more familiar thai ſo ſlight an acquaint- 
ance with the Comte might ſanction; and the 


_ expreſſion of their eyes ſeemed to them, as 


intelligible as language. Their looks were 


| ſolely engroſſed by each other; and the po- 


lite attentions of the enamoured Frenchman, 
were otherwiſe received now, than they had 
been at firſt. Nevertheleſs, as miracles would 


have been neceſſary to efface from my mind 
the long continued prudence, nay: inſenſi- 


bility, of Theopha, and perſuade me to ſuſpe& 
her of a change, I readily admitted a thou- 
ſand reaſons which ſeemed iufcicns to an 
theſe appearances. 

More than a week aſſed, 5 0 yet no o ſoſpi- 
cions of mine had injured the conduct of 


my ward; but an unlucky chance carrying 
me home « one day, when I was leaſt expected, 


Fg) the.” © 
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the veil was torn from my deluded eyes, and 
1 ſurprized the Comte on his knees in her 
apartment, whither I had ſuddenly gone !|— 


The fight of a ſerpent which ſhot at me its 


venom, would have thrown me into leſs 
trouble, and alarm! I retired ſo cautiouſly, 
that I was convinced neither had obſerved 
me; but withheld, in fpite of myſelf, to the 
door, by the prevalence of my fears. my 
ſuſpicions,—my malignant rage; I endea- 
voured to double the anguiſh which tore my 
boſom, by ſolicitouſly ſeeking the conviction 


of her guilt. Notwithſtanding I remained ſo 


poſted till dinner time, actuated by as much 
impatience as if I wiſhed to ſee, and to hear, 
what I feared ſo mortally ; I yet diſcovered 
nothing that could warrant re nſion, 0 or 
that modeſty might wiſh to difown. 

What right had I of being jealous? What 
engagement with me, had Theopha ever ac- 
ceded to? What had ſhe ever permitted me 
to hope; or what were the promiſes ſhe had 


ever made? On the contrary, had not I re- 


nounced every claim to her heart; and was 
not * — of her following her own 
inclinations, 
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inclinations, the baſis of the agreement * | 


which we lived together ? 
All this I internally confeſſed ; but fill aid 


it ſeem moſt cruel, that the heart I had fo 


long, and fo anxiouſly, endeavoured to affect, 
ſhould be ſoftened ſo readily at the ſuit of 


another! Suppoſing her capable to admit a 


weakneſs, I could have wiſhed it had not 


been from the hazard conceſſion of a mo- 


ment; and that too, to an unknown perſon 


at the firſt ſolicitation. To devellope truly 


the ſenſations of my boſom, I was piqued 


that thoſe appearances of virtue, which I had 
ſo much reſpe&ed, ſhould be ſo ſoon aban- 

doned; and I accuſed myſelf for having been- 
the dupe- of thoſe plaufible ſentiments which 


had ſo many times been repeated, with ſo 


much affeQation; enraged rather at my ere- 


dulity and my weakneſs, than ee * my 
bounties. 

With much confuſion, and more aiſeuſt, 
ſo grett a degree of malignity mingled itſelf 


with theſe refleQions, as induced me, inſtead. 


of putting the moſt favourable conſtruttion, 
to fancy, that the quiet and decorum of the 
Comte's 
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Ove”; 8 W was 3 effect not of 


Theopha's repulſive virtue, or his reſpect; 


but the laſſitude of a lover whoſe deſires 
were appeaſed by the willing ſubmiſſions of 
his miſtreſs! - What new tranſports tortured 


me at this new thought? But I yet retained | 
ſufficient empire over myfelf to conceal my 


agitation, and commence no raſh procedure. 
In the deſign I meditated of ſurprizing the 
cruel Theopha in the midſt of her wanton- 


neſs, I held ſome converſation with her at- 


tendant ; leſs for the purpoſe of making over- 
tures to her, which I would not careleſsly 
hazard, than to-draw from her whatever her 
fimplicity might ſuffer to eſcape. She had 
voluntarily engaged in my ſervice; but whe- 
ther ſhe became more attached to the miſtreſs 
] had ſet over her, or whether by the addreſs 
of Theopha, and the Comte, ſhe was equally 
duped as myſelf, I learned nothing from her 
but the knowledge of. their frequent inter- 
views, which they never ſeemed to have been 
anx1ous to conceal. DT 
 Aﬀetting to be unwell I remained at home, 


and left Theopha no opportunity to receive 


her 
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her gallant for that day. He was accuſtomed 
to entertain her regularly, while I was viſiting 
the curioſities of the place; and they had 
hitherto ever managed ſo well, that the wily 
Comte diſappeared always before my return, 
and ſave this once, I had ever found Theo- 
pha alone. 
In the afternoon his — une nd. 
begged to be admitted. Far from being diſ- 
pleaſed, I was gladdened by the viſit; and 
for more than three quarters of an hour, his N 5 
ations, and his diſcourſe, were as I wiſhed; | l Tv 
ſubjefted to my moſt ſcrutinizing obſerva- .\- 
tions. No indiſcretion betrayed the ſecrets 
of his boſom ; but the artfulneſs with which 
he twined in his. diſcourſe every thing that 
might forward him in Theopha's opinion, was,  \ 
indeed, moſt admirable. 0 f 
He related to us ſome of his love adven- 
tures, in which, his conſtancy, and attach- 
ment, were always the reigning characte- 
riſtics, Whether the ſtory was true, or falſe; 
he pretended chiefly to have been the lover 
of a Roman lady, whoſe reluQance in the 
eaſy part of the amour had made him pur- 
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chaſe the poſſeſſion of her heart very dearly; WW eſca; 
but no ſooner was ſhe well acquainted with Ml leſs 
his character, than yielding herſelf withou {Ml cont 
reſerve, the facrificed every thing to his affec. Ml of la 
tion. This amour had detained him two tion 
years in Italy; and probably would have WE ſuch 
kept him from his country the reſt of his life, H 
had not a moſt horrible accident. interrupted MW huſb: 
the harmony of his engagements. After hav. Wl and | 
ing ſome time indulged in all the ſweets of M cond 
his fucceſs, in the moſt perfe@ tranquillity, IM bare. 
the huſband at length detected their com. take 
merce. He adminiſtered: to them a poi MW whic 
ſon in the ſame repaſt, of which both eat; ¶ calle 
and both were immediately ſeized with the his d 
agonies it was intended to produce. The been 
lady expired in the moſt dreadful torments; MW a ju! 
but for him, the ſtrength of his conſtitution MW deſer 
reſiſting the remedies that were adminiſtered, Bi 


be ſtruggled ſucceſsfully with its virulence, IW fight 
When recovered from this attack, and made iſ from 
acquainted that all he loved on earth vas not 
dead, the grief of that loſs plunged him into I him 


a ſituation more dangerous, and more dread- iſ {ervi 


* than the one from which he had juſt 
1 8 
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eſcaped. Maddened that the poiſon, in taking 
leſs effect on him, had ſuffered his life ta 


continue only for the melancholy advantage 


of lamenting her loſs, he ſought his deſtrue- 


tion by means leſs criminal than ſuicide, but 


ſuch as he imagined were quite as effectual. 


He preſented himſelf before the vindictive. 
buſband, whofe vengeance he had provoked; _ 


and reproaching him with the cruelty of his 
conduR, and the infamy of his revenge, .he 
bared his defenceleſs boſom, and bade him 


take the life which heaven had ſpared, but 


which he had rendered inſupportable. He 
called God to witneſs how certain he thought 
his death; how much he wiſhed it truly had 
been ſo; and that he ſhould have felt it only 
a juſt tribute to her love, and ee 
deſerts. 

But the malignant Italian, gratißed by the 
ſight of his anguiſh, replied coolly, that far 
from then wiſhing to deſtroy him, he could 
not be better revenged than by permitting 


him to live; and he was moſt ſatisfied in ob- 


ſerving he had withſtood the ſtrength. of the 


poiſon, 
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poiſon, which would, he now perceived, too 
ſpeedily have terminated his ſufferings. | 

Since that period he had dragged on + 
moſt deplorable exiſtence, wandering through 
all the ſtates of Italy to efface thoſe recollec. 
tions which rendered him inceſſantly wretch. 
ed; and ſeeking to repair the void in his breaf 
in the ſociety of every amiable woman he met 
with. But he had reached Leghorn without 
having been ſenſible of the leaſt change in 
that heart, the perpetual ſadneſs of which had 
iovariably-defended 1 it from love 

This was pretty plainly, to make Theopha 
underſtand the miracle was referved for her; 
but I nevertheleſs, had not detected that pro- 
found melancholy in his exterior, which af- 
flited him fo inceſſantly, and which, on our 
arrival, at leaſt, ſhould have been obvious, 
however much it might ſince, have been 
effecting its cure. 

The attention which Tbeopha vighed to 
all his tales ſhewed me too plainly, how much 
impreſſion they made on her feelings, Night 
came; and I waited with 1 impatience, to ſatisfy 
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other ſuſpicions infinitely more painful. As 
ſoon as my ſervant had ſeen me to bed, I 
roſe again, and conſidered in what manner I 


| ſhould beſt obſerve if any one approached 


her chamber, which joined to mine. While 
I was ſo employed, I felt within myſelf no 


ſmall remorſe at the cruel outrage I was, 
perhaps, committing; and agitated by a thou- 


ſand ſenſations which pleaded in her defence, 
I enquired if my diabolical miſtruſt was ſuf- 
ficiently well founded to authorize ſuch i inju- 


rious obſervation. - 


Many times I approached the aber 
watched, —conſidered, —liſtened, — and at the 
alarm of a ſlight noiſe within, became half 
tempted to burſt it open! But, I had de- 
tected no one entering: I reſtrained my in- 
clination; the whole night paſſed without my 
labours being curſed with ſucceſs; and yet I 
was diſſatisfied! About to retire, at ſun-riſe, 


I heard the door gently open. A chilling 


expectation congealed my blood: I withdrew 
a little on one fide, and waited to arreſt the 


Comte Theopha came out firſt, —her 
-and then,—while 1. 


maid next followed, 


* 


gaped 


ion. Here,” I exclaimed, © is the paſſage 
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gaped i in expectation of a third, —ſhe ſhut the 
door, and both directed their ſteps towards 
the garden. It was then only, I recollefte 
Theopha had herſelf told me ſhe fometime; 
took the air by the ſea ſide, before the heat 
came on, which at this time was exceſſive; 
and her preſent intention was ſure ſufficiently 
explained by that recollection. 

It might ſeem the night's employment mould 
have quieted my fears, and after this I might 
have returned to bed, and repoſed me from 
my fatigue; but my miſtruſtfal heart was only 


half appeaſed. The noiſe I had heard till 
hung upon my mind. The key yet remained 


in the door. I entered the apartment, re- 


' ſolved to ſeek if I could diſcover any trace 


of what had alarmed me. It was very likely 
to have been the curtain, or a chair, which 
Theopha herſelf might have moved! But 


in examining every part of the room with a 
ſcrupulous. curiofity, I found a little door, 


which opened on to a private ſtaircaſe 


This I had never remarked before: — this 


blew into a blaze, all my ſubſiding apprehen- 
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of the Comte; here, moſt miſerable Theopha! | 
is the certain RY of your crime, and 


my diſgrace !”* 


I can picture but a faint reſemblance of the 


anxious induſtry with which I examined the 
ſtaircaſe, and all its branchings off, to ſee 
where it terminated. At length arrived at 
the bottom, I was ſtopped by a grating which, 
carefully faſtened at preſent, led to a diſtant 
court yard! This grating, I conjectured, might 
have been opened during the night; but for 


more certain proofs it came into my head, 


the diſorder of Theopha's bed vould beſt 


convince me of her guilt. Thither I direttly 


haſtened, with ſuch redoublement of my fears 


as if 1 drew nigh to view that which would 


afford me a final conviction. I tore aſide the 
curtains; I examined the impreſſion with a 
ſeverity unreaſonable, as it was mean; I 


meaſured the place which might have been 


ſufficient for her ſize, and made no allowance 


for any reſtleſſneſs during the warmth of the 
night, Still all theſe dumb witneſſes denied 


the fact i had MN and We my 
attempts. e 1 


Foiled 
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Foiled i in all my endeavours to eſtabliſh 
her incontinence, I became by degrees, more, 
and more, calm, till I admitted an enereaſe of! 
affeftion from the certainty of her worth, 
I gazed on the ſpot on which my loved, ny 
lovely, Theopha! had repoſed ; and preſſe 


my cheek to the warmth which yet remained 
on her pillow: my fancy prompted farthe: 
illuſion; I dwelt in idea, on the object which 
it had ſuſtained; I kiſſed it with repentance, 
and refpe@; and overpowered by the tender 
| imaginings which poſſeſſed me, and my watch- 

ings during the whole of the night, I ſunk 
down a in her place, and gn 
me to ſleep! 

Wrapped up in my robe de honey,” and 
lung into the ſweeteſt forgetfulneſs of al 
that had ſo late annoyed me, I lay there {c- 
veral hours; and was then arouſed from my 
welcome delirium, by the noiſe of ſome one 
opening the door. I heard Theopha enter. 
ing, and as ſhe entered, I heard the Comte 
following, overwhelming her with the ten- 
dereſt entreaties, the moſt perſuaſive ex- 
preſſions. In an inſtant, the dæmon of jes- 
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TP, diſſipated my momentary pleaſures, and 
condemned me again to its torments. I en- 
deavoured to conceal myſelf, and in ſpite of 
my rage, would have remained quiet to over- 
hear their converſation; but unfortunately 
the curtains were withdrawn, and the Comte, 
the very moment he came in, obſerved me. 
« What!” he uttered, with marks of the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment; and ſeeming of himſelf, 
immediately in his own mind, ta explain the 
whole, he made excuſes for his indiſcreet in- 

J:ruſion ; aſſured me how little it was his de- 
ſign to give the ſmalleſt interruption to my 
pleaſures, and attempted to retire with 
ſuch marks of reſpect, as convinced me he 
ad been made acquainted with my real cha- 
racter. N 

Theopha, at firſt ſeeing me, n out 
th fear, and aſtoniſhment; and obſerving 
he 11] explanation the Comte put upon my 
pppearance, her face reddened with anger; 
ore I believe, than with ſhame! 

The only colouring I could give to my 
ituation, was to aſſume a ſort of careleſs 
gaiety, and make a jeſt of that which I was 

Vert bh. - K unable 


ar fleep in my room,” faid I, „I left it to 
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Te” uno! & ſeriouſly to explain. cc Unable to get the 
ver 
tion 


take a turn, or two, in the garden; but find- 
ing your chamber unoccupied, I could noi 
reſiſt the inclination of trying if it were more 
favourable to repoſe than my own.” 

I vas ſo diſc oncerfed that I ſubmitted to 
be ill judged of by chofe I had the moſt right 
to accuſe; and diſdaining a farther explana- 
tion with the Comte, who ſeemed glad to take 
his leave, I was preſently left alone to vindi. 
_ cate myſelf to Theopha; and call for the vin. 

_dication from her, of what I had witneſſed! IM ingra 
- Imagining myſelf aſſured in all 1 had ſup-W bene 
poſed, I declared the ſuſpicions which hai than 
drawn me to her chamber, and the ſenſatiom M 
which after prevailing, had placed me as ſh: tery, 
had found me.—Her face, while I reproachei i ber, | 
her, turned as pale as it had reddened on fir only 
perceiving me. She, however, interrupted comp. 
me by aſſurances of her innocence, which did bitter. 

but encreaſe my anger; and though ſhe pro. reſpet 
teſted ſolemnly, the Comte had never inducel ſeveri 
| Her to violate thoſe principles I knew fb feet in 
. cheriſhed, ſhe trembled fo while ſhe mad have p 
| the 


I nc 
bed. 
ſince 
you 
mom 
your 
Yes, 
to be 


the afſertion, that the fancied . con- 
verted my n into * utmoſt indigna- 
tion i 15 8 
« Perfidious, faithleſs girl! ye Gai 1. 15 hes 
I not ſeen the Comte on his knees, in your 
bed-room; have you not behaved to him, 


to WM fince at Leghorn, with more indulgence than 
ht you have ever yielded to me; have I not this 


moment, heard him declare himſelf wholly 
your's, and pledge this eternal conſtancy 7 
Ves, yes and you are wholly his; and I am 


in. to be thus, for all my life, the ſport: of you * 


1 ingratitude ; in whom my tenderneſs, and my 
up- benefits, have never begotten. for me, . 
nal than hatred, and ſeverity!ꝛꝰ² + 

ons My paſſion here eee had the _ 
he Ml tory, or I could never have ſo harſhly treated 
bel ber, who was accuſtomed to hear from me, 
firl only the language of love, and eſteem -+ OL 
xedil complaints ſo affectionate, as never in the 


dig bitterneſs of my anguiſh had forgotten to be 


reſpefful. - So frightened was ſhe alſo, at the 
ſeverity of my treatment, that falling at my 
feet in a flood of tears, ſhe entre ted me to 
have patience, and attend to her defence. 


x © I yielded 
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I yielded to her deſire; I placed her in 2 
feat; but my anger, ' ſuperior to the pity her 
| ſorrow ſtill excited, did not permit me to lay 
afide the rigid ſternneſs of my Wente, or 
the harſhneſs of my voice. 

- Tt was uſual for many perſons, at day. 
break, to affemble, and walk in the garden, 
to avail themſelves of the freſhneſs of the 
morning breeze ; for at Leghorn, every per- 
ſon retires to bed at mid-day, to avoid the 
infupportable heat of the ſun. There ſhe 
had met the Comte; if by appointment, I 
know not. Accidentally the captain of a 
French ſhip, which had come into port the 
preceding evening, walked there too. The 
appearance of Theopha, which every where 
excited admiration, attracted his notice. He 
approached her, recognized the Comte, and 
preſently entered into converſation. He re- 
lated to him, not only his own affairs (that 
he was come thither with paſſengers from Na- 
_ ples), but he alſo took upon him to inform 
him of mine. The captain ſeeing our veſſel 


as he came into port, had enquited of the 
une whom they had on board; and thoſe 
animals, 
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animals, uninſtrutted of my wiſh to o be un. 

known, told him all of my ſtory that they 
were acquainted with. The Comte became 
inſtantly aſſured the French Envoy, who be- 
N longed to that ſhip, and had been ſo many 
e days at Leghorn, could certainly be no other 
- than myſelf; but unable to conceal the effets 
bh of his ſurprize, he began inſtantly to apolo- 
„ gize to Theopha, left he ſhould have been 
1 W vanting in that reſpect which was due to my 
a daughter. Acquainted with my rank, his 
he purſuit immediately aſſumed a different guile z 
he WM and in the ſuppoſition that 1 was her father, 
11 he inſtantly offered his hand to Theopha,— 
ie This propoſal, which he endeavoured by 


* every device to render agreeable, lengthened 
TY their walk conſiderably ; and the morning was 

hat a great deal advanced, when, returning from 

in. the garden, he attended her to her apartment, 
1 and broke in upon my indiſcretion. She had 


liſtened to his propoſal with all the embarraſſ- 


the ment that may be imagined, and · perceiving, 
oſe ver) clearly, ſhe was indebted for it t bis 7 
4s} miſtaken opinion of her birth, had excuſed. 


herſelf by ſuch vague e as ha * 
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left him in the dark. Decided in his reſolu- 
tion, he had aſſured her at the door, that he 


would not ſuffer the day to paſs over without 


making known his ſentiments to me; and the 
facility with which he after this broke, fo ab. 


ruptly, the conneQion, and the readineſs with 


which he had propoſed to marry her, induced 
me to judge more favourably of their inter- 
courſe than appearances had by 5 means 
juſtified. 

After proteſting to me a thouſand times, 
that ſhe had granted nothing to the Comte 
- that could be deemed criminal; or improper; 
ſhe confeſſed not only a partiality for him, 
but from a change for which ſhe could not ac- 


count, an almoſt uncontroulable inclination, 
It is true,” ſaid ſne, I have ſtruggled 


leſs with this attachment, than I. ought to have 
done, agreeable to my principles; and if 1 
may dare to tell the reaſon, it was from think- 
ing, that as he could have no knowledge of 
my former miſerable adventures, I might en- 
joy with him, the common advantages a vo- 
man poſſeſſes who has ever been controuled 


oy the diftates of honour, and virtue.“ 
cc He 
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e has told me he lived uſually. on his 
eſtate in the country, which 1 1s an additional 
reaſon to hope he may neyer learn my mis- 
fortunes; and ſince he miſtook you for a mer- 
chant, I did not conceive that deceit very 
criminal which permitted him to conſider, me 
as your daughter. Nevertheleſs, I muſt o Tr 
ſince he has diſcovered your rank, and from 
that diſcovery has made an offer of his hand, 
J have been tormented by ſcruples which I 
was impatient to communicate. In this you 
receive a faithful explanation of all my ſenti- 
ments; and though you have beheld him a 
kneeling in my chamber, believe me, 1 nei- : 
ther permitted, nor. authorized, bim to al- 
ſume that poſture, from any criminal com- 
pliances.“ 

Theopha ſeemed again ; econ te her- 
ſelf from this juſtification, and expekling n my | 
approval, ſhe looked at me with greater tran- 
quillity : but the opinion which ſhe enter- 
tained of her innocence, was preciſely that 
which gave riſe to my deſpair. I was mi- 
ſerably afflicted that ſhe ſhould pay fo little 
reſpect to my feelings; that ſhe ſhould be ſo 

K 4 | little 
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little ſenſible to them, as to have no regard 

for my affliction; and that ſhe felt no remorſe 

at yielding ſo ſuddenly, to a new attachment, 

J was nevertheleſs too proud to ſhew the an- 

- guiſh which preyed upon my heart at ſuch 
manifeſt indifference; and taking the affair 

up in the beſt manner, I am content, ſaid 

I, to credit your proteſtations; I cannot 

readily perſuade myſelf you have deceived 

me by a pretended virtue: but fince the 
Comte is now acquainted with me, how can 

you expe he vill continue to think you my 
daughter, who he muſt know, or ſhortly will 

know, have never been married? If he i- 
already acquainted with it, you have too 

much ſenſe not to perceive his intents are 

only to advantage himſelf. If he is ignorant 

= of it, and intends, from the deluſion of think- 
you my daughter, to make you his wife, will 
not that intention diſappear when he diſco- 
vers the falſehood? But, you have foreſeen 
all this too well,” faid I, yielding to the acri- 
mony my jealouſy begat ; “ you cannot be fo 
ſimple as to expe a man of confeſſed rank 
would marry you at a hazard. He pleaſed 
you; 


9 
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you; you conſulted only to Sey your 
wiſhes; and perhaps, that deſire has betrayed 
you much farther than you have dared to 
confeſs, Why, think you, was I in your 
chamber! ?” continued I, with encreaſed anger, 
| * becauſe I have diſcovered your in- 
id trigue; have detected your nightly reception 
ot of the Comte; the private ſtaircaſe; have read 
ed your paſſion in your looks, in your language; 
a might laſt night have compleated your diſ- 
an WM grace by ſurprizing him in your chamber, 
ny but was withheld by the ſtrength of my for- 
ill mer attachment! I have ſeen all, heard all; 
and if I expreſs fo little contempt, and re- 
oo WM ſentiment, impute it to my weakneſs, not my 
ire want of properly eſtimating. ORE: unworthi- 
ant neſs,” 

k. I was deſirous, by this ſtrong accuſation, 

vill to provoke Theopha to confeſs; but her dif. 
o. avowal was ſo explicit, her diſtrefs ſo diſarm- 
en ing, that if any credit can be placed on the 
ri- ſelf-juſtifications of a woman poſſeſſing as 
fo much ſenſe, as love, perhaps no ſuſpicions 
would have remained to injure her ſincerity. 
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Till dinner time our altercation continued, 
mutually mortifying; we then deſcended to 
join the reſi of the company, and I was all 

.readineſs to obſerve how the lovers would 
behave at table; and to hear, in what man- 
ner the Comte would addreſs himſelf to me. 
Theopba teſtified; and doubtleſs felt, an em- 

barraſſment equal to my impatience; but the 
Comte did not appear at table. It was not 
till the cloth was removed, and the deſert 
eame in, that we learned he had that morn- 
ing left Leghorn, after bidding a baſty adieu 

22 all the houſe except ourſelves! 

However muck ſarprized 1 felt at this in- 

| eee I ſuffered no refleQtions-on his 
_departure to. eſcape me; but attentively fixing 
my eyes on Theopha, I obſerved with great 
_ anguiſh, the extreme efforts with which ſhe 
ſuppreſſed her ſorrow. Immediately that di- 
ner was concluded, ſhe haſtened to her cham- 
ber, whither I attempted directly to follow; 
but was reſtrained by the French captain, 
who now came up to pay me thoſe reſpetts 
he thought due to my rank, and which, his 
diſcretion 
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diſcretion had till now, indices; him to- neg= 
lect. He acquainted me how he had learned | 
my name, as alſo what had paſſed in the gar- 
den between bim and the Comte; and appre- 
hending he had offended me by. what he had 
made known, he excuſed himſelf by ſaying, 
that it was from being ignorant in what light 
I wiſhed Theopha to appear, that he had in- 
formed the Comte, who ſpoke of her as my 
daughter, he, as well as all the world, knew | 
had never been married. The Comte had 
h him many times repeat this aſſurance; 

and I fear,” ſaid he, my indiſcretion 1 may 
have thwarted your intentions, which l ſhall 
certainly very much regret.” 

I ſet the captain at eaſe, by telling bim he 
had done me not the ſmalleſt inj ury; and that 
my ſole motive, while at Leghorn, for con- 
cealing my name, was only to avoid the 
forms, and ceremony, I muſt otherwiſe haye 
ſubmitted to. | 

l was convinced now, that the Coney find: 
ing Theopha was not my daughter, and hav- 

ing heheld me in the ſuſpicious ſituation which 
he had done, in her. chamber, regarded her 
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as my miſtreſs. Under this idea, he probably 
ſaw no other method to break from the en- 
gagement which his attentions had created, 
but thus ned to haſten from Leg- 
horn. | 

I left the captain, and went to the aber 


of my deſerted protegte, who endeavoured to 


_ conceal the melancholy which weighed down 
her ſpirits, by aſſuming, on my entrance, an 
air of tranquillity, and aſking-me, with a com- 
pelled ſmile, if I were not ſurprized at the 


Comte's ſudden departure. You ſee,” 


added the, with a figh not to be ſubdued, 
* his regard for me has attained no great pre- 
dominance ; for he is gone without ever hav- 
ing ſaid adieu!“ 

I feigned not to pierce 8 hs diſſi- 
mulation ſhe practiſed fo ill; replied ſeriouſly, 
that his love did not ſeem accompanied by 
much tranſport ; and if his feelings were not 
more ardent than the effects they produced, 
her influence did not appear likely to ob- 
" literate the recolleftion of his Roman attach- 
ment. 

* decerully ne to dif, ie 

his 
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his abſence,- while oY with a malignant exul- 
tation which ſprang from my rival's removal, 
continued to degrade the aſſiduities of the 
Comte, and to perſuade her of the inſult, 
and the groſſneſs of his late behaviour. 

| She ſupportedthe ſcene with great addreſs, 
but her latent ſuffering was not to be con- 
cealed; and nothing ſatisfied me for the ſway 
he had obtained in her bofom, but the cer- 
tainty of his being now removed. 

That evening we ſet ſail from . ; 
and Theopha continued the farce a little . 
while after we were again on ſhipboard :. but 
her agitation then got the better of her 
ſtrength; the conviRion that he was com- 
pleatly loſt to her, threw her into a fever, ac- 
companied by delirium : ſhe was confined to 
her bed, and till we landed at Marfeilles, was 
unable to leave it. 

J paid her all the attention whey paternal | 
love would have prompted towards a child; 
or another attachment would have ſuggeſted 
towards a beloved miſtreſs. I became her 
nurſe now, as ſhe had once been mine at 
Oru; watched the * of ber diſorder 

with 
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with unceaſing aſſiduity, and endeavoured to bei 
Joothe her mind into that ſtate of tranquil re. 1, 
fignation which ſhould reſtore her to health, hav 
But I could not obſerve: all theſe ſufferings cer 
for another, without feeling ſhe had never ſo ter 
ſuffered on my account; 1 could not ſee her 1 
heart ſo ſuſceptible of love, and not ſigh that WW un 
it never had admitted any for mel! fac 
At length I found, that ingratitude, and Wa 

e continued, will wear out the wildeſt nl 
paſſion; inſenſibly my heart became free voi 
from deſire, and the tumultuous throbbings exi 
which had inceſſantly. agitated it during fo fait 
many years, ſubſided into the more regular aln 
movements of platonic regard. aſt 
Of this change I became perfectly of 
duringinight days that we were becalmed in off 


the Genoeſe ſea; ſo perfect a ſtillne. . both of hin 
the winds, and the water, can ſcarce be con- | 


ceived, and perhaps, was hardly ever wit- ro1 
neſſed before. Within ſix leagues of the cal 
' coaſt we were all that while, unable to reach ho 
it; and I knew not what ſtrange fatality it kn 


was that prevented me from putting Theopha, 
dur ng: my people, into the denn, and de 
being 


being rowed aſhore: - In the event it was beſt 
I omitted to do this; but had I foreſeen the 
hazard to which I expoſed me by ſtaying, I 
certainly ſhould not have braved the encoun- 
ter, or riſqued its event. 

I had retired early to my cabin; 5 was 
ſunk in that ſound ſleep which deadens the 
faculties in the early part of the night. To- 


wards the mid-watch I was awoke by ſome 


one rudely ſhaking my arm, and in a low 
voice, entreating me to rife as I valued my 
exiſtence, I ſtarted up, and _ beheld; my. 
faithful valet, though endeavouring to ſpeak, 
almoſt dumb from the effects of terror, and 
aſtoniſhment. His appearance perſuaded me 
of the import of his interruption; and ſhaking 
off every remnant of be I entreated 
him to explain the meaning of it. at 


* * 


He begged me a moment to wait 5 A 


rouſed the captain, who ſlept in an adjoining 


cabin; and bringing him into mine, he ex- 
horted us both to ſilence, and e . 
known his diſcover yx. 

He had fallen accidentally a_ on the 
deck; and * there overheard a part of the 


crew 
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crew concerting meaſures to maſſacre the cap. 
tain and the officers, land me and my people 
in the. iſland of Corſica, and ſo poſſeſs them. 
felves of the veſſel, and my property. It had 
been propoſed by ſome, to keep Theopha a; 
the greateſt valuable that belonged to me; 
but this, by the majority, had been rejefted, 
under the opinion that ſo handſome a woman 
would ſerve only to ſow diffentions, and cre- 
ate diſputes. 

Theſe cold-blõoded aſſaſſins had aſſigned 
to each one his part, and had pre-arranged 
the diviſion of the booty, and their e 
authority. | 

This plan had been moſt Nieden pro- 
jeRed before we ſet ſail; and was matured in 
the idle inactivity in which the crew had 
lately repoſed. | 

From the darkneſs in which they had held 
their counci}, he had been unable either to 
aſcertain their- number, or the perfons who 


were concerned; but he ſuppoſed there were 


only about twelve, and he recognized the 
moſt violent mutineers by their voices. 


this 


Neither the captain or myſelf could hear 
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this without feeling much uneaſineſs, and 
alarm; and both were ſenſible the conſpiracy 
could only be ſuppreſſed by ſecrecy, and 
diſpatch. | 

Eight ſervants which attended me, the cap- 
tain, his lieutenant, and myſelf, already eom- 
poſed eleven perſons, capable of ſerious re- 


ſiſtance; there were alſo ſeveral ſailors whoſe 


allegiance was unſuſpe&Qed, and ſome. paſſen- 
gers, as much intereſted as we were to oppoſe 
the attempts of this band of plunderers. It 
was a matter of ſome difficuly to aſſemble our 
force into one body, This I attempted: and 
arming myſelf and my people, we allied from 
the cabin, I preſently enliſted in our party 
all thoſe who were likely to aſſiſt the cauſe, 
and condutting them to my room, we put 
ourſelves in a' ſituation to deſpiſe their at- 
tempts till day-light. 
| Meantime the many who began to ſuſpe& 
our behaviour, felt more apprehenſion than 
they had inſpired : they were in greater num- 


ber than ourſelves, and than we had ima- 


gined; but they were not ſo well armed, and 
their 


] 
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their nerves were unbraced by that terror 


their intents, gradually encreaſed till it pro- 


Might. 


deliberations, and prepared to leave the ſhip, 


which ever accompanies guilt. 

_ The conſideration of our inferiority, it 
ſhould feem, was unheeded; and the panic 
which prevailed on the obvious deteQtion of 


tel 


the 
rin 
iro 


duced the deſperate reſolve of avoiding the 
puniſhment that awaited them, 80 a _— 
an 


Towards An fer concluded thei 


We diſcovered their intent: we heard the 
long-boat lowered; and we diſtinguiſhed their 


exultations at their fancied: deliverance.— do 
Convinced of this, and irritated that ſuch in 


ſcoundrels ſhould eſcape their merited pu- co 


niſhment, and we be deprived of the ſatis- W an 


faction of revenge, I inſtantly propoſed vw 
deſtroy the project, encounter their malig- ter 


nity, and at leaſt, detain the leaders. We pri 
ruſhed on them while they were buſied in to 
getting into the boat, and ſecuring what they BI th: 


could. Some were already there; thoſe who ha 


remained, were compelled to a momentary EF Sh 


N confli8, 
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conflict) which: ſoon terniiavied in our as © 
vour : during this, the moſt cowardly at- 
tempted to join their companions in the boat, 
who conſulting only their on ſafety, rowed 
off, and left them ſtruggling in the water till 
they expired. Two were killed, and the two 
ringleaders, much wounded, were ſecured in 
irons, till we came on ſhore; there on a gib- 
bet, to exhibit the Visier ant of treachery, 
and crime. | 
Thus ended this affair, which road no 
ſmalh alarm, and wore- at firſt a menacing 
aſpett : but the conſciouſneſs of a good cauſe 
doubles the force of the juſt, when oppoſed 


in a conteſt of .iniquity ; and the debilitating 


conviction of guilt renders the criminal many 
an eaſy prey to the proweſs of the injured few. 

The claſhing of arms, the cries of the con- 
tending, and the tumult which every where 


prevailed, ſoon made known the circumſtance 


to Theopha; this frightened her ſo much, 
that it doubled the illneſs under which ſhe 
had languiſhed fince we ſailed from Legharn. 
She was | ſeized with moſt dangeraus ſymp- 
= toms, 
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toms, and' arrived at Marſeilles apparently 
2 to reſign her breath on ſhore. | 

Whatever reaſons-demanded my haſtening 
to Paris, I could not bring myſelf to aban- 
don Theopha in a town ſo diſtant from the 
metropolis; or expoſe her to the rude jolting 
of a carriage for ſo long a journey. I con- 
tinued on ſhore the ſame attentions 1 had 
Paid her on ſhipboard, and felt every mo. 
ment, it was not love like what I once pro- 
feſſed, that now excited them. It was a 
pleaſure without paſſion, that I felt while 1 
looked on, and likened” to her; an eſteem 
Which I indulged for her virtues; it was my 
own long attachment, benefits, and ſolici- 
tudes, that ſeemed to endear her to me like 
an objett of my own creation. 

Several times deſerted by her phyſicians, 


- whoall differed as to the nature of her ail- 


ment, all failed in their prediQtions of cer- 
tain death, and prepared for a future exilt- 
ence, Theopha ſlowly recovered, and pro- 
miſed yet longer to partake of this. But her 
War ſuffered conſiderable diminution from 
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this cruel, long continued, illneſs; and though 
the regular traits of her lovely countenance 
could not be effaced, they were denied the 
animation her once brilliant eyes were ac- 


cuſtomed to. ſhed on them. Yet did ſhe look 


predominantly faſcinating ; and many perſons 
of diſtinction paid their compliments to me, 


for the ſole purpoſe of ſeeing this extraordi- 


m_ Greek. 

After having ſome time jeſted on the ſub- 
ie of love, the ſentiments of Monſ. Salis 
became ſo ſerious, that he was compelled to 
diſcloſe them, and ſolicit her approval. 

He was a young man of very conſiderable 
expectations, unexceptionable in his perſon, 
conciliating in his temper; but rather dull, 
and unprepoſſeſſing in his manners. He 


confeſſed his attachment; he preferred his 


ſuit with all the energy of which he was capa- 
ble; but Theopha vas cold, inſenſible, and 
uncomplying, as ſhe had been to me. It was 
the happy Comte who alone had poſſeſſed the 
ſecret of affecting her heart; and it ſeemed 


now, for ever cloſed to the ſolicitations of 


another. She, far from being gratified by the 
8 homage 
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| homage of Mon. Salis, felt it bs great an in- 


convenience, that ſhe begged me to rid her 
of his importunities by my interference. 


Ihe attempt ſo little produced the intended 
effect, that he 'fancied himſelf, on the con. 


her with his addreſſes. He had been ſome- 


what withheld by his uncertainty of my views; 


but finding they were confined to the exer- 
tions of friendſhip alone, and that the ſole 
reaſon which induced me to oppoſe his at- 
tachment, was the deſire of Theopha herſelf 
he declared, that with the lively paſſion he 


entertained, he could not ſo readily; be re- 


pulſed by the indifference of a lady; and 
hoped his aſſiduity, and his attentions, would 
finally make that impreſſion his merit was at 
preſent unequal to inſpire. I forewarned 
him, that after her determination, he could 
hold no hopes of ſucceſs; but-this, far from 
cooling his deſires, inſpired a ſtill greater ob- 
ſtinacy to overcome her repugnance. 

Scarcely was ſhe ſufficiently recovered, 
than he endeavoured to diflipate her melan- 


choly by concerts, and ene She 


attended 
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attended them with more complaiſance, than 


inclination, finding that 1 hes e of 


the amuſement. . 4 | 3 
NMNMonl. Salis was but the 306 4 a 5 


and enamoured as he was of her: merits; I 


ſaw nothing reprehenſible, or improper, -in 


his intention of marrying ſo amiable a girl.“ 
All the pertinacity: of Condoidi to deny her 
the title: of daughter, did not prevent my 
producing teſtimonials to prove that. ſhe was 
ſo; for I poſſeſſed ſufficient to impreſs cexti- 
tude on the moſt ſceptical. However, I re- 
marked with ſurprize, that when he talked to 
me of his paſſion, he never mingled a ſyllable 


of marriage in his diſcourſe; and though I | 


had hazarded ſeveral obſervations: to induce 
it, and had profeſſed to permit his efforts 
only in the ſuppoſition that his intentions 


It muſt be remembered by the Engliſb reader, that 
before the Revolution, the profeſſion of a merchant was 
held in contempt by the nobleſſe of France; and no matri- 
monial connection was ever permitted without the noble 
happened to be a pauper (which happened very often, by tbe 
bye), and the merchant was very rich / From this preju- 
dice, the Envoy thought Theopha good enough for Monſ. 
Salis, — but not for a l 
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were honourable, he was never explicit on 
that head. Still yielding a confidence from 
the partiality I felt for him, and conſulting 


the advantages that were promiſed to Theo. 
pha by this alliance, I reconciled myſelf to a 


ſeparation, and ſedulouſly endeavoured to 
forward his ſucceſs. Another reaſon, not to 
be diſregarded, perſuaded me to this: I re- 
flected when at Paris, how difficult it would 


de to avoid the ill interpretation my intimacy 


with her might allow; and though I had not 
yet reached that age when an attachment is 


deemed indecent, I had thoſe views of ad- 


vancing my fortune with which ſuch an en- 
gagement was incompatible. 

I compelled Monſ. Salis to a candid ac- 
knowledgment : he confeſſed that he loved 
Theopha ſufficiently to make her his wife; 
but that he dared not of himſelf, form an 


union which might injure him materially with 


his father, with whom, from fifty conſidera- 


tions, he was anxious to keep well: but that, 


nevertheleſs, he was not in fo abje& a ſtate 


of dependence as to poſſeſs no ſelf-dominion, 
and he was . privately, to become her 
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huſband, and ſubſcribe to any terms I ſhould 


propoſe. I pauſed at this offer. Though 
he had ſatisfied me of all J wiſhed, it did 
not become me to affiſt the contrivance of a 
ſecret marriage, which included fo little com- 
fort for Theopha; who would ſo be conſigned 
for a long while to myſtery, and conceal- 
ment; and which might eventually produce 
a breach between Monſ. Salis and his friends. 
I replied to him, that ſuch were not the 
propoſals it became her to accept, or me to 


approve; and left him to ſuppoſe I was even 


greatly offended at the offer. 

I related this to Theopha, and was not at 
all aſtoniſhed to hear her reject the intentions 
more obſtinately now, than ever. 

Her health becoming every day more  eſta- 


bliſhed, we did not long delay our depar- 


ture. Monſ. Salis endeavoured, by every 


poſſible perſuaſive, to prevail on us to ſtay ; 


but finding it to no purpoſe, though he re- 


ceived from her own mouth the aſſurance of 


Theopha's diſinclination, he yet accompa- 


nied us to Lyons, and aſſured me at parting, . 


that in ſpite of all the oppoſition he encoun- 
Vor. II. 5 „ 
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_ tered, it was his intention ſpeodity to ; follow 


us to Paris, where he hoped for better ſucceſs 


than had fallen to his lot at Marſeilles. I 


always imagined he had ſecretly ſounded his 
father on the ſubject, and that it was on his 
refuſal, he had made the propoſal of a clan- 


deſtine marriage. 


Arrived at Paris, I ſettled Theopha i in my 
own houſe, with as much diſtintion as 
I had ever paid her; and buſied by the 


arrangement of the many affairs ] had to ſet. 


tle, I was compelled to leave her a great deal 
more to herſelf, than ever I had been ure. 
tofore accuſtomed. © | 

My friends all put a different explanation 
on my intimacy with this young, and beauti- 
ful Greek; and ſeemed only to agree in one 
thing, which was, that each ſhould tell the 
ſtory in a different manner. 
tisfied with my account; and anxiouſly con- 


cealing all that might leſſen her merits, the 


praiſes I paid to her many virtues, and good 
qualities, were all received as the exaggera- 
tions only of an infatuated admirer. Some 


from becoming intimate, learning that ſhe / 
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really poſſeſſed all the endowments 1 had 


vaunted, eſteemed it only a ſtronger reaſon 
for my attachment; and would not ſuppoſe I 


could have brought her from Turkey with 
any other motive. Thus all, as I had ex- 
pedted, were ready to ſuppoſe me more fa- 


voured than I really was; and the intricacy 


of my affairs, which detained me ſometimes 
three days without ſeeing her, ſerved not to 


weaken that opinion, 


But the public rumours were still ants 
ſtrange, ridiculous, and contradidtory. At 
firſt, ſhe was ſaid to be a flave-whom I had 


bought in Turkey; and becoming enamoured, 


I had done every thing to accompliſh, and 


inſtru her: this was neareſt the truth, yet 
did not ſatisfy all. Others, and I met my- 
ſelf with ſome, ſaid, that the Grand Signior, 


falling in love with Theopha from the fame 


of her beauty, had defired to ſee her; and 


that it was my refuſal which created all thoſe 
diſagreements which had attended my embaſly 


at the Porte, Vet as her face, in ſpite of the 


lovelineſs it ſtill retained, did not entirely 


nnn the tale of ſuch wonderful perfection, 
„„ 
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they pretended, that to ſite myſelf Groth he 


torments of jealouſy, I had disfigured her 
charms with a waſh compoſed for that very 
purpoſe. | Again it was ſaid, I had ſtolen 
her from out the ſeraglio; and this raſhneſs 
had coft me my POPs: and occalionad. my 
recall! 5 „„ | 

I treated all theſe tales with 855 e 
they merited; liſtened to them always with- 
out being diſcompoſed; and was always the 
\ firſt to ridicule their inconſiſtency. 

Theopha viſited, and beloved, by every 
perſon with whom I was acquainted, was 
preſently ſurrounded. by a crowd of admi- 
rers: from theſe I thought it difficult for her 
always to prote herſelf, and gave her every 
advice as to conduQ, ſuitable to her ſex.— 
The example of the Comte de Melli con- 
vinced me ſhe could be ſenſible to the im- 
preſſion of a good perſon, accompanied by 
gentlemanly manners; and, as at Paris that 
danger was perpetual, I felt myſelf obliged, 
for my own honour, to ſet at a diſtance all 
that might tend to induce impropriety. 


She liſtened with accuſtomed reſpect t D iy 


adyice, 


- 


- 


and having exhauſted every trial his affection, 
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advice, and attended to my councils with her 
uſual docility. Her conduct was ſo correct 
as to defy imputation; and her ſpirits were 
ever ſaddened by a ſorrow which would have 
preſerved me from ſuſpicion, had not the ar- 
rival of Monſ. Salis rendered it otherwiſe. 

After having paſſed ſome time at Paris, 


or his ingenuity, could ſuggeſt, he took me 
one day aſide, and bewailed his ill ſucceſſes 
in the bittereſt manner. | 3 
He declared to me, his preſent intentions | 
were preciſely thoſe he had made known at 
Lyons; but his fituation was now. become ſo 
independent, that in coming to -Paris, he 
hoped he had no obſtacle to combat ſave the 
coldneſs of his miſtreſs : but he was diſtracted 
to find her ſurrounded by admirers ' who _, Tk 
wiſhed. to be diſtinguiſhed, and all ſeemed *'- k 
more welcome than him. Among theſe, a 
Monſ. Ramelle, and the Comte d*Etoile, 
appeared the moſt ardent to engroſs her at- 
tention and moſt ſucceſsful in their attempts. 1 
It was not at my houſe ſhe received theſe | 4 
gentlemen, but they attended her every = 
ROD where; L 
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| where; and this made the young Marſeillois 


more unhappy,” under the idea that this dif. 
tinction ſuppoſed a preference; though he 
could not very well reconcile how her affec- 


tions were to include two objects at once. 


He conured me. to aſſiſt his wiſhes: with 
my influence, and not to ſuffer a paſſion ſo 
ſincere, and ſo reſpectful, as his, to be thus 
rejected with marks of difregard, and con- 
tempt. I promiſed him not only very ar- 
dently to eſpouſe his intereſts, but to endea- 
vour alſo, to interrupt what had fo much the 
appearance of intrigue; and fo much excites 
his ſuſpicion, and uneaſineſs. 

I had given to Theopha as a companion, an 
e widow, whoſe age ſeemed to ſecure 
her from the follies of youth; and whoſe 
knowledge, and experience, would prove a 


proper corrective for her inexperience. They 


never ſeparated; and I obſerved, with fatis- 
faQion, the mutual attachment that ſubſiſted 


between them. I addreſſed her on the ſub- 


je of Monſ. Salis's complaints; for as he 


confeſſed he had never ſeen them afunder, 
the charge attached as much, or more, to the 


companion, 
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$ companion, than to Theopha. The artful 
; old lady heard me with perfeQ tranquillity, 
> and attributed the charges, without heſitation, 
6 to his jealouſy; while ſhe violently abuſed 

his pretenſions, and demonſtrated the fewneſs 


J of his claims to better regard. Poor Salis 

) ſuffered moſt ſeverely, from the acrimony of 

; her anger, and the induſtrious malignity of 
her ridicule: but the two rivals complained _ 
: of, were repreſented in the moſt fatisfatory 

. manner; and all that had given him ſo much 


- alarm, a mere accuſtomed party, void of im- 
1 propriety, and admitting no reproach. 

This eclairciſſement ſatisfied my ſcruples : 
. I conſoled Monſ. Salis by aſſurances of her 
e prudence, and adviſed him to attempt the 
2 heart of Theopha yet a little longer, before 
J he ſubmitted to deſpair. His fancies, how-- 
7 ever, had not been wholly without founda- 
a tion; for my fober widow had unfortunately: 
1 a ſufficient remnant of vanity yet left, to be- 
come the tool of two deſigning young men; 
> NN one of which had agreed to aſſiſt the wiſhes 
„of the other, by affecting to be in love with an 
ald a woman of fixty, to facilitate his interviews 
5 „„ | with. 
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224 i THEOPHA. 
with Theopha. Her infatuated eyes, open 
only to the paſſion that was pretended for 
her, paid no attention to what was uttered to 
her companion; and her ſtupid deluſion was 
ſufficiently great, to induce her to think 
Theopha highly fortunate in ſharing thoſe 
gallantries of which ſhe eſteemed herſelf the 


principal objeQ. 
The teſtimony of Monſ. Salis, wha in the 


| end, detected this farcica] procedure, was in- 
ſufficient, as would have been every other 


but that of mine own eyes, to convince: me 
of its exiſtence. 1 

One day, accidentally n convenient by 
the momentary ceſſation of my buſineſs, and 
my infirmites, Monſ. Salis came, and begged 


me to accompany him in the carriage, to make 


me the witneſs of a ſcene, which would: con- 
firm all thoſe complaints I had ſo obſtinately 
diſregarded. He had, by dint of great in- 
duſtry, diſcovered, that Theopha and the 


widow were engaged in a walking-party, in- 


tended to conclude with a cold collation in 
the'gardens of St. Cloud. He was ignorant 
neither of the time, the place, nor the ar- 

rangement 
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rangement of the feaſt ; and his imagination 
vas ſo inflamed from the knowledge that only 


the Comte, and his friend, were to attend 


them, that he menaced in che recital, every 
Whatever explanation 
the widow might give this party, I thought it 


ſpecies of revenge. 


ſo decidedly indiſcreet, as immediately to con- 
demn it; and I permitted him to condu@ me 


thither, not only to obſerve their behaviour in 
ſo unreſtrained a place, but to make. ſome re- 


preſentations to the two ladies, from which the 
nature of the proje&, however prudently con- 
duted, would not excuſe them. They were 
already there with their admirers. - We ſaw 


them take a few turns in thoſe walks which 


were too expoſed tocreate fuſpicion ; but the 
ſolicitudes of Salis had ſeleted a conceal- 
ment, where nothing could eſcape our notice 
during the repaſt. 7 | 
We were hardly / poſted before the party 
approached with a modeſt, ſober demeanour; 


but ſcarcely were they ſeated on the graſs, 


than the prelude of greater indecorum took 


place: a familiar, facetious badinage, not re- 


n 8 Theopha, and received with ſeem- 
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ing ecſtacy, by the ſuperanuated beldam, who 
fancied herſelf the object of a young man's 
paſſion. Tt was too obvious to an uncon- 
cerned obferver, that all the flatteries, and 
careſſes, which were laviſhed on this venera- 
ble wanton, were fo many pre-concerted rail- 
leries, by which the Argus was to be blinded 
to their real intents; and by which they 
ſeemed as amuſed from her fooliſh permiſſion 
of them, as ſhe was delighted at their fancied 
fincerity. 
After fifty ſtale compliments paid to graces. 
never before diſcovered; after comparing age, 
awkwardneſs, uglineſs, and folly, to every 
nymph in Arcadia; they decked her newly- 
_ created lovelineſs with flowers, and graſs, and 
ſeeming amazingly to enjoy her appearance 
in this comical attire, The moſt frivolous 
praiſe was admitted with avidity ; and thoſe 
eyes, which nature had always forbade to be 
brilliant, and time had now dimmed in its pro- 
greſs, were re- illumed with the fires of wan- 
tonneſs, and gliſtened . with girliſh in- 
clination ! 
Oh! woman, TO how defpicable; how 
ridiculous, ? 
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ridiculous, doſt thou appear, when the leſſons 
of time ſhall have brought no experience; 
and the matronly demeanour of age, —the 
placid calm of extinguiſhed, or ſubdued, 
paſſions, —is exchanged for the unbefitting 
follies of youth, or the maniac throbbingsof 
incongruous deſire! When, forgetting thine , 
age, thine uglineſs, thine incapacity, thou 
yieldeſt to the flatteries of deſigning fools ; . 
and, miſtaking the purſe, for the perſon, lend 
a willing ear to the lying fubtilties intended 
to betray you; light up expiring eyes with 
the fires. of love, and affett to diniple with 
ſmiles, a face which years ſhall n een | 
with wrinkles ! 

I thought the fates fool ſo zullly 
ſerved, that had no other intereſt inter- 
fered, I ſhould have been amuſed with this 
united exhibition of her folly, and its puniſh- 
ment: but I perceived the Comte, taking 
advantage of his friend's co-operation, di- 
rected a very ſerious diſcourſe to Theopha, 
the purport of which, though 1 might gueſs, . 

I could not. diſtinguiſh what he ſaid... The 
rage which maddened Monſ. Salis gleamed 
L 6 __ from: 
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from his eyes; his. agitation induced him to 


make a ruſtling among the branches, which I 
feared might diſcover us; and if I had not 


withheld him, his forbearance would have 


ceaſed, and he had ruſhed out to interrupt a 
ſpeQacle which enraged him to the foul. — 


Yet greater was my difficulty, and ftill leſs 


my power, to reſtrain him, when he ſaw the 


Comte lower his head to the ground, ſecretly 


to kiſs the hand of Theopha, who ſeemed to 


| make but little reſiſtance. 


The collation was delicate, and well 3 
Their mitth was increaſed by the relation of 


many laughable ſtories, and pleaſant ſallies 


of humour, and gaiety. If they omitted to 


drink a great deal, they taſted of many kinds 
of wine; and I perceived the prudent compa- 


nion required no great preſſing to accept of 
the ligueurs, with which the feaſt was con- 


cluded. At length, though nothing poſitively 
criminal had taken place, what I had ſeen 


gave me fo much pain, that I propoſed 
ſhortly' to make known my diſpleaſure.— 
However, I ſhould have ſuppreſſed it till ar- 


rived at home, and i imagining the ladies pre- 


. 9 pared 
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pared to return to their carriage, and was only 


embarraſſed how to eſcape their obſervation 
in regaining our own; but Monſ. Ramelle, 
offering his arm to the governeſs, retired 


with her to a private walk, leading to a gate 


of the park; while the Comte, conducting 
Theopha, I ſuppoſed, was about to follow, 


and intended only to obſerve them 3 at a diſ- 


tance |! 

When inſtead of this, 1 5 them Na 
a diſtin& path, the danger ſeemed too menac- 
ing and the appearance too decided, to require 
ſtronger proof. Monſ. Salis was too impe- 
tuous to want any ſtimulus from me, to in- 
terrupt their apparent intentions: I had, on 
the contrary, great difficulty to perſuade him 


to moderate his tranſports, and meet the lovers \ 


with diſſembled tranquillity, I pretended, that 
a deſire of taking the air had brought me to 


St. Cloud, where I had heard of their fete, 
with the part in which I ſhould meet them; 


and was happy to find I had been ſo well di- 
redted. In ſpite of the eaſy, unconſtrained 
air with which I addreſſed them, they were 
all ſo much diſconcerted, that it was ſome 

minutes 


— 


= 
— — | 
= : — : — 
—— — * — * ee — a 2 — 
9 1 * og mY 8 > * 
* 6 * N os a - g 0 = w 1 2 * 1 3 8 K 
8 * 8 2 * * * * * AY N 1 * g * 4 = ** » TOY JF.» * 
ak... EIB: 3 . . ·˙ of: Oat td} n { 
8 * — I 6 > _ - an > "0 «Si, „ » 
1 3 * 8 n * * . 4 
* , "we 
0 F * : 


— ß —_— — 
* 
* * 4 — 


_ 
= 


— 
8 Sd. 


* 15 Cn DES ae ey . b 
* , 8 N 
wwe eee 

; 

- 4 = 
8 

* 


is 4 
1 
_— 
* 3 


2 0 | THEOPHA: | 


minutes bebe even tlie deceitful governeſs 


gathered ſufficient confidence to open her 


lips, and aukwardly invite us to partake of 
the offal of their collation. 

We had fuch little inclination to ibebpt of 
her politeneſs, and I was fo impatient to break 


a connection ſo pregnant with danger, that I 


told the ladies, having ſomething of conſe- 

quence to communicate, I muſt beg a feat in: 

their carriage. Theſe gentlemen,” ſaid I, 
« I fuppoſe, are not without theirs; or if they 

are, mine is much at their ſerviee.“ 

I took Theopha, trembling with confuſion, 


by the arm, and led the way to the gate. 
The two gallants made their bows, and re- 


tired; having firſt had the mortification to 
" fee Mon. Salis, and myſelf, ſeated in thoſe: 
places they had fo lately occupied, and had 


again promiſed to themſelves. 
It would have been wrong, before a ſtran- 


ger, (as in this fituation, I could not but 


eſteem Monſ. Salis) to have expreſſed my 


diſpleaſure at their behaviour. I reſerved 


till our arrival at Paris, the leſſons of repre- 
henſion, and advice. But fitting oppoſite to 
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the playful governeſs, as I did; and examin- 


ing, ſo cloſely, the charms on which ſuch 
praiſes had been laviſhed; I could not help 
laughing at the ridiculous miſapplication, and 
the ſhame and confuſion which preſided in 


every lineament. I could not even avoid, 


though not much inclined to jeſt, making her 


 fome compliments, much in the fame ſtrain 


as thoſe to which ſhe had already liſtened ; 
and aſſuring her how much the vegetable or- 


| naments with which they had bedizened her 


beauty, added to the natural charms of her 
perſon. | 

It ſeemed, by the manner in which ſhe re- 
ceived this, her imagination was ſo corrupted 
that ſhe half believed me ferious. Theopha 
ſecretly, and maliciouſly, tittered to ſee her 
governeſs ſo compleatly fooled; but I pre- 


pared a lecture for her, which ſhould ſadden 


her mirth, and render her as ſerious as the 
now creſt fallen enamorata. 3 

She did not, however, fail to make ſuch 
replies to Monſ. Salis, as utterly deſtroyed 


bis hopes in future; and made him, whom ſhe | 


gueſſed 
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gueſſed the author of this detection, perfeQly be 
ſenſible of her diſpleaſure, and almoſt re- 
[2nd 50 that he had been acceſſary to it. 
In leaving the carriage, he offered to take 
ker! hand, which ſhe inſtantly withdrew with 
every mark of indignation, and contempt; 
requeſting at the ſame time, he would not 
thenceforih diſturb ber quiet by his viſits, 
and that he would eſteem their then adieu the 
final one. | | | 
Her fierce, firm, manner threw TEN into 
ſo much conſternation, he had no power 
either to reply to, or to follow her; he had 
no reſource but to vent his complaints to me; 
and though I could not compel Theopha to 
love where ſhe had no inclination, her 
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preſent behaviour ſeemed equally ill, as 

diſſimilar to the natural meekneſs of her Fs 

character; and could, I fancied, only be ex- : 6 
el 


plained by ge a ſtrong regard in fa- 
| ſo « 
vour of the Comte. 


Monf. Salis had ſenſe Gulficient after his, = 

to leave off the hopeleſs purſuit, and retired - 4 

to bis connettions. in the ſouth of France; Wi 
"7 where 
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where he ſhortly after 80 himſelf for 


the loſs of Theopha, in the arms of a AEM : 


bourgeoiſe of Marſeilles. ; 
Before I went to bed, 1 entered Theopha' 8 


chamber with that familiarity a long inter- 
courſe had ſanRioned; and from the inſtant 


alteration of her countenance, I perceived 
ſhe gueſſed the purport of my viſit. She 


aſſumed, though confuled, that air of diſarm- 


ing fimplicity which had ever ſucceeded with 


me, and prepared to liſten to me with re- 
ſpectful attention. Among her good quali- 
ties, ſhe particularly poſſeſſed that of always 
hearing what I had to ſay before ſhe 3 thakg - 
to it. 
I recalled to her mind, that tbe ore 

deſire of a virtuous, tranquil life had alone 


made her wiſh to reſide with me; and that to 


the beſt of my ability, I had provided it for 


her in my houſe: the party at St. Cloud was 
ſo diſtintt an inclination, and comprized ſo 
much impropriety, and indecency, that I 


could not hope but what ſhe had abandoned 
thoſe ſentiments I had plane, and had 


admitted 
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admitted others leſs virtuous, and more agree: 


able. My affeQion ſuggeſts only one ex- 
cuſe—in your ignorance ; © and I am ſorry,” 


ſaid I, © to have given you a fool for a 
companion, who endeavours rather to abuſe, 


than decreaſe it. 

« I conceive,” returned Tides, without 
heſitation, * the full extent of your ſuſpi- 
cions: I confeſs my weakneſs at Leghorn, 
may ſerve to authorize it; but I ſwear to 
you, I never leſs deſerved the accuſation of 
being criminal, than at preſent. You have in- 
ceffantly repeated—1 have every where learn- 
ed that to make life agreeable, we muſt ac- 
commodate ourſelves to the weakneſſes of 
our friends; and this alone is all I have 
I know with you a-ſecret will be 
facred: let me tell you, then, you have given 
me a companion, whoſe follies I muſt accede 
to if I mean to live in comfort: ſhe is your 


friend; —my companion, — director, —gover-- 


neſs. How am I to do other than what I 
have done; and how. am I guilty in . 
ing with her wiſhes?" "hs 

Theſe 


>a 
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| Theſe reproaches were of too much weight 

, to be diſregarded, and I now detefted the 
whole of the adventure. b 
; The Comte, enamoured of Theopha, could 
„ adopt no method of pleading his attachment, 

but that of engaging his friend in a pretended 
t amour with the widow ; and Theopbha was 
content to liſten to the tale of the Comte, 
„ from complaiſance to the inclination of her 
0 governeſs, who, deluded with a fictitious paſ- 
fon, expoſed her ward to the energetic at- 
- WW tacks of a real one! 
- What a maſs of illuſion and deception, was 
= here developed; and what a ſatisfaction pre- 
f WW vailed to find her thus reſtored to her for- 
e mer purity. My weakneſs induced me to 
e credit all her defence; my paſſion prompted | 
n. me to preſs her to my heart, * Yes, yes,” \ 


le Wl I exclaimed, © you are the aggrieved perfon; V, 
ir Il alone am culpable by my conduct, and my g 
r-. Wl ſuſpicions. I have ſet over you a fool, whoſe _ ' RR 
I: wretched abſurdities muſt have been to you a { 
/- I continual infliftion. To-morrow I will make 
you free from this deteſtable companion, and 
ſe I ſubſtitute another more deſerving the office.“ 
Our 
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Our diſcourſe had engaged us till it was 
midnight. I was in my robe de chambre, alone 


with Theopha, who ever in my eyes poſſeſſed 


as great attractions as had at firſt enſnared 
me: her being cleared from my unmerited 


imputations, while it reſtored her to my good 
opinion, reſtored alſo the ſtimulations of thoſe 
deſires I had confidered as extinct ;- my heart 
was ſubdued into its former inclinations ; and 


though I cannot reconcile how the example 


of aſſerted virtue ſhould produce the fame 


effect as the invitations of vice, I was well 


nigh ' tempted} to renew again, thoſe endea- 
vours ſhe had ſo unceaſingly rejected. 

I bluſhed at the ſenſations that ſuggeſted 
ſuch attempts, and broke abruptly from her, 


to avoid their becoming too predominant, 


But from this interview, all the ſmouldering 


embers of ſuppreſſed inclination were again 


blown into flame; my deſires re-aſſerted 
themſelves with irreſiſtible dominion ; and 
unable to conceive how I had been capable, 
ſo coolly, to ſet them at a diſtance, when at- 
tacked by ſuch a faſcinating object, I, from 
my foul, regretted the loſs of thoſe many 


| „ | 
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opportunities now, perhaps, * ever gone 
by; and conſidered the pleaſures I had neg- 
lected, left, poſſibly to be reaped by the firſt 
adventurer who ſhould feel as great deſire, 
and leſs honourable ſcruples. If the now 


weakened ſtate of my frame did not permit 


my paſſion to rage with all its priſtine vio- 
lence, it yet became equally proportioned to 
my ſtrength; that is to lay, it took entire 
poſſeſſion of ne. 

The ſtate of Theopha's inked was hn very 
far, different to mine. She came the next 
morning into my room; her eyes ſwoln with 


tears, and her; whole countenance. beſpeaking 


affliction, and humiliation. © I come;” ſaid 


ſhe, © to entreat of you the only favour which 
can hereafter contribute to my peace, or con- 


tinue that eſtimation I have endeavoured to 
deſerve; but which, living as I do now, I am 
perpetually hazarding to exchange, for anger, 
contempt, diſgrace, and deſertion A con- 


vent,“ continued ſhe, “is the only aſylum | 


which can now ſecure me reſpeQ, or even 
Peace the only reſort in which I can avoid 
ſuſpicion, 


28 | THEOPHA. 


fdence!”” 

I combatted her propoſal with every argu- 
ment I could imagine: endeavoured, by my 
aſſurances of eſteem, and affection, to con- 
vinceher that her rectitude ſhould never again 
be abuſed by my injuſtice, or credulity: I dwelt 
in particular on the privation I ſhould ſuffer 
in loſing her ſociety, and the great deſire ſhe 
had always expreſſed of living with me. But 
norepreſentations were of weight; no ſolicita- 
tions could divert her from her purpoſe.— 
Irritated at finding her reſiſt fo obſtinately 
all my perſuaſive attempts, I Pperemptorily 
declared my diſlike to the propoſal, and de- 
fired ſhe would ceaſe to urge it. 


* ſhrunk when J ſpoke in the tone of au- 
thority, as if ſhe only then recolleQed her 
former condition, and my former ſervices. 
I had ridiculed the apprehenſions of Theo- 
os and was reſolved, in my on mind, that 
nothing hereafter ſhould give riſe to miſtruſt, 
or diſturb that quietude ſhe wiſhed to enjoy. 
OE But 


' ſuſpicion, and be again reſtored to oO con- 


She yielded in ſilence, though n 


But 


THEOPHA. 


But Theopha judged better than me, of the 
events which might happen, from thoſe that 
were paſt; and had a moſt melancholy pre- 
ſentiment of the ſtill greater WO OY 
awaited her in my houſe. . 

I had diſplaced the ill - choſen companion 


who had betrayed her into ſuch imprudent 


adventures; but from her deſtitute condition, 
and my long knowledge of, and eſteem for, 


her huſband, prevailed on my humanity yet 
to ſupport her, and let paſs under my roof 


the remainder of her days. But this was not 
the aſſignment that ſuited her wiſhes; and 
ſhe, like Bema, for this degradation of her 


conſequence, became as implacaple in her 


reſentment, as induſtrious to give it effect, 
and more, terribly more, ſucceſsful in her 
wicked endeavours. ; | 

A deluſive tranquillity ſucceeded to the 
tempeſt which had ſo lately convulſed us, 
Theopha began again to aſſume an air of pla- 
cid ſatisfaction; but again the ſame ſettled 


ſeriouſneſs which had been at all times encou- 


raged ſince the diſappearance of her beloved 
Comte, peryaded every action. For me, 
though 
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though repoſing i in renovated confidence, the 
pangs of long-reſtrained attachment again 
| tortured my boſom ;* and my ſtruggles yet 


longer, to reſtrain it, gave them ſtill greater 


poignancy. To my moſt trivial ailment,—to 
my ſlighteſt apparent diſquiet, Theopha at- 
_ tended with the ſolicitous affection of a wife; 
and liſtened to my councils, and my wiſhes, 
with the obedient ſubmiſſion of a child':— 
ſhe never wandered, or wiſhed 'to wander, 
from my protecting ſociety ; and had long 
ceaſed to utter a ſyllable which might ſeem 
that the Comte was remembered: but her 
ſadneſs, and the ſource, were to me too ob- 
vious to eſcape detection. 

The diſgraced companion concealed per- 
fealy the revengeful paſſion which lurked in 
her boſom, by affected ſmiles, and perfidious 

aſſiduity: ſhe watched minutely every move- 
ment of mine, and diſcerned that of which 
myſelf was ignorant. She noticed my con- 
flicing inclinations ; ſhe perceived that I was 
too much in love, to be deaf to ſuſpicion; 
and ſhe watched diligently the conduct of 


Thedpha, t to catch at ſome een action, 
by 


Jus 
ich 


Was 
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by we diſeloſure of which ſhe might: render 
me wretched, and Theopha deſpiſeable. 


Too ſoon, alas! her malice took mY 
and while I mvſt congratulated myſelf with 


the proſpett of happineſs, the diſtant horizon 


grew dark, the ſtorm burſt over me, and all 

my viſionary bliſs diffolyed. | 
Fatigued with long reading, the ine} of 

which had detained me from my pillow till a 


later hour than I was accuſtomed to fit up, I 


was retiring ſleepily to my chamber. My 
houſchold were, as I imagined, all aſleep; 


the feeble rays of my light expoſed no 
object to view, that was not immediately near; 
and the ſoftneſs of my ſtep diſturbed no one 
who did not ſee me. 


As I approached the 
chamber of Theopha I perceived ſome one 
ſtooping to the key-hole, and ſo intent on 
liſtening to what might paſs within, that I was 
wholly diſregarded. This object ſurprized, 
me: I could as little gueſs the perſon, as 
imagine the cauſe. The liſtener was a Wo- 
man; and what motive could induce her to 
be watching the bed-room of Theopha? I 
drew nigh ſtill unperceived, and taking her 
luddenly by the arm, ſhe ſtarted up, and pre- 
Vol. II. Mͤöͤ 
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ſented to my view. the face of my diſcarded 
confidante! Her confuſion at this ſudden 
ſalute, totally deprived her of the power to 
make any apology ; and being only in her 
night- clothes, ſhe affeQed to make the ſhame 
and the bluſhes, which aroſe from her un- 
worthy | employment, the offspring of her 
wounded modeſty at my perceiving her in 
thisplight. Unwilling to alarm Theopha, I 
could not, by all 1 was then able to ex- 
tort, procure the information I wiſhed, and 

| induce her to confeſs the motive that had fla- 
tioned her there. She went ſulkily to her 
chamber; and I paſſed on to mine, reſolving 
on the morrow, to ſift this affair more care- 

= fully. i 1 
1 undreſſed me, 08 got into bed: but the 
oddneſs of this rencontre, and the muſings 
which ſucceeded thereon, prevented my im- 
mediately yielding to ſleep. By degrees, the 
ſpirits became wearied, and lapſed gradually 
into a ſtate of confuſed, oblivious, inſenſibi- 
lity, like ſleep, but more apt to be 5 

on the ſlighteſt alarm. 

A ſhriek, as if from Theopha, neuſed me 
in an inſtant. I ſtarted up; and endeayour- 
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ing to ſhake off every veſtige of drowſineſs, 
liſtened for a repetition: doubting; at firſt, 


whether I had heard, W FM 1 bad 
heard, this noiſmmmm. 


No other ſound wette 1 went to . 
door. All within was mute, and ſtill, as death. 


This perſuaded me I was wrong: I again 
retired to bed; and W of lied: bee 
fell preſently to ſleep. 


This temporary ES was dickurbed ir 


the anxious importunities of the diſgraced 
companion. „lle 5 : 
With an appearance of. terror, ſurprize, 
attachment, and ſolicitude, ſhe begged me 
inſtantly: to accompany her to witneſs the 


unworthineſs of Theopha, and the undeſerv- 


ing deception that was praiſed on me! She 
could not help letting appear her malignant 
joy, and exultation, when ſhe aſſured me, I 
ſhould now ſee whether regard for my 


intereſt had not always actuated her; and 


whether ſhe had not better merited K come 
fidenee ! ; 

No bluſhes diſcononnetl her now, at my 
riſing in my ſhirt from the bed: I put on * 


dreſſing- gon, and inſtantly followed. 65 
M2 "Hier 
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Her anxiety, as' we came near the door, 
was fo great, that ſhe let fall the candle; and 
the light which was. neceſſary to Theopha' 8 
expoſure, went immediately . 

This kept my impatience, and my curioſity, 
ſomewhat longer on the rack; and ſeemed to 
madden her with the fear of diſappointment, 
almoſt to frenzy. 
she flew to the right, and to the left; ; 
hardly knowing which way it were beſt to 
run to procure another light. I directed her 
to my room. She came preſently back : but 
while ſhe was gone, I had too certainly heard 
the voice of Theopha i in converſation with a 

man! tried to hear what was ſaid. — 
It was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh a word, ſo 
lightly did they. whiſper their diſcourſe. 1 
burſt the door ſuddenly open, and beheld 
Theopha in the arms of the Count de Melli, 
| who on his knees ſupported her! 
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| My rejoiced conductor ſhouted with tri- : 
umph at this ſpectacle; and like the baſe Pan 
offspring of an ill-bred world, loaded the 15 
unfortunate Theopha with every groſs, harſh, Wie; 

name her envenomed tongue could utter. 
cou 

For me, I was ſo much confounded, ſo | 

| little 
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ittle could 1 believe that I beheld a- atk, 


1 knew not whom to accuſe, or who to 


blame. My firſt impulſe urged me to tear 
the treacherous girl from his embrace, and 
then I demanded how, and why, he came 
there. So ſtartled was he at this interrup- 
tion, that he had not a word to reply.; but 
looking Gercely, and contemptuoully,, in my 
face, he flandered me by the appellations of 
hypocrite, and ſcoundrel! : 

I ſeized inſtantly his arm: I bade him meet 
me at a certain time, and place, on the mor- 
row; and thruſt him ignominiouſly from the 
room. Theopha, under the effects of thoſe - 
ſenſations ſhe had indulged previous to my 
entrance, the terrors of my ſudden appear- 
ance, and the virulent, overwhelming, abuſe 
of her late governante, had fainted; and 
when we recovered her from one fit, it was 
only to witneſs a relapſe ſtill more frightful. 

The paſſionate revenge of the elated com- 
panion, reſumed its reproach as ſoon as her 


returning ſenſes enabled her to be pained by 


its venom, I felt the tortures of a wicked 
woman's tongue were greater than her errors 


could deſerve. I ſent her away; I reſigned 
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Theppha to the charge of her new aſſociate, 


and her ſervant, and left them to adminiſter 


to the ſtrong convulſive ſhudderings which 


accompanied-every interval of ſenſe. 
I repaired to my own room, got ready my 


 long-negleRted ſword, and awaited the hour 


I had appointed with the Comte, in an agony 


of complicated anguiſh, ſoothed only by the 


hope of being preſently rid of that life which 
was now, beyond repair, inſupportable. - 
We met as agreed; and the very deſpera- 


tion which I looked to relieve by the loſs of 
my exiſtence, gave me a ſuperiority over my 


leſs enraged antagoniſt, In a paſs, or two, 
1 ran him through the mortal part; and the 


proud, preſumptuous, imprudent, youth ſank 


at my feet in the pallid agonies of death! 

In an inſtant my anger, and my rage, for- 
ſook me. My intemperate revenge had ſated 
its brutality; and I forgot the falſe, fair, ob- 
Je& of our quarrel, while I contemplated the 
offender as he expired, 


I ſolicited his Neat : I endeavoured 


to excuſe my conduct by the inſult of his 
clandeſtine jatruſion into my houſe, and the 


| 3 reproaches he had made me. 
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„ 
While I ſupported him in my arms, he dress 
a letter from his pocket. This,” ſaid he, 
vill in part, explain my behaviour, —T 
ſtruggled unſucceſsfully a long, long, time 
with a paſſion that daily encreaſed, - that at 
length, induced me to travel thither; and 


THEO HA 


which has here, deſtroyed me !——I knew 
the. horrid hiſtory of all her. early life,—1 felt 
I could not marry her. From what I faw 
at Leghorn, I have ever ſince believed, not- 
withſtanding your aſſertions, that Theopha 
was your miſtreſs; and knowing ſhe loved 
me, and growing daily more enamoured till 
I could live no longer without her, I came 
in the deſign of ſeducing her fron; your em- 
braces, and procuring her for mine |!ſ——1 
perhaps am puniſhed as I deſerve; and the . 


pain that has attended my attempted crime 8 
will, I hope, excuſe me from a puniſhmene ik 


hereafter! ꝰ 
All this he nerd: in a lend; dying 


tone while I hung over his features as they 


ſettled into the rigid regularity of death, and 
moiſtened his face with the tears of anguiſh, 
and repentance. His fighs, and his expiring 
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tis, and made it yet more affecting and 

impreſſive. He expreſſed his forgiveneſs; 
claſped my hand with affectionate fervor; and 
ſinking his head upon my boſom, expired 

ith a faint, enfeebled, r 
By dint of money, and good management; ; 
the aſſiſtance of friends, and the connivance 
of authority, —the Comte de Melli was in- 


terred at my expence; and the circumſtances 


of his death were buſhed up, 3 diſre- 


garded. 
When I opened the paper he had given 


me for his juſtification, the whole infamy of 
the buſineſs fell upon the head of my horrible 


adviſer, —on the deviliſh governante whom 


I bad firſt diſcarded, and then, had pan 


liſtened to in confidence. 0 

The Comte de Melli had, on his ITY 
written to Theopha, and expreſſed his wiſh 
to ſee her. This the malignant governante 
intercepting, had herſelf anſwered, as if from 
Theopha. She appointed the interview; fa- 
cilitated his private introduction into. her 
chamber, while ſhe ſlept; and then, like a 


fiend, brought me to witneſs the work ſhe 
had perfected! When detected her at the y 


door, 
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dock, it had been to aſſure herſelf how the 


machination ſucceeded hen I had ſtarted 
at the ſhriek, it was of Theopha, alarmed at 
the unexpected appearance of de Melli. Hey 
affedlion returning, had induced her paſſively 


to liſten to his love, and his excuſes ; but 


neither the time, nor the inclination, had 
permitted her to be guilty, though the artfub 


appearance her enemy had contrived, ſeemed 
inconteſtibly to proclaim her ſo, | 


Her infamous endeavours fo publicldp 


expoſed, her criminal ingratitude fo glaringly' 
laid open, and the impoſſibility of guarding 


againſt the future attempts of ſo revengeful 
| a woman, induced me to drive her from my 
| houſe, to find in beggery, wretchedneſs, and 
the reproach of her paſt follies and crimes, + 


that puniſhment which could never exceed 


her unfeeling atrocities. She had been the 
cauſe of de Melli's death; ſhe had imbrued 


my hands in his blood, and loaded my an- 
guiſhed recollection with the inceſſant, afflic- 


tive, upbraidings of having been his murderer. - 


Theopha, ſcarce-exiſting, borne down by 
langour, and dejettion, uttered no plaints for 


my ill uſage; but her accuſing eyes drove 


me 
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me nearly diſtracted, by the keen reproaches 
their glances conveyed. She rejgiced not 


that her enemy was driven for ever from her. 


preſence ;—ſhe felt r no conſolation that 1 was 
re- aſſured of her honour, and her virtue; 


but when ſhe learned of de Melli $ death, the 


weakened reſiſtance of her reaſon was ſub. 


dued, and the ravings of infuriate diftraQion 
ſeized entire poſſeſſion Miert! 


In the few and tranſitory intervals of lucid 
recolleQion, the begged, and entreated, to 


be conveyed to a convent of BenediQtines 
ſhe had long contemplated with defire, in the 
neighbourhood of my houſe. She knew 


ſome of 'the' fiſters; ſhe loved the hope of 
their ſoriety; and ſhe called, unceaſingly, on, 


them to reſcue her! . ji 


[ATT expectation of recovery was rale 4 
ibi by all, to be extinct! I con- 


ſented that Theopha ſhould be diſpoſed of 
as the deſired. She was given in care to the 


Benedi@tines; and they, during her fits of 
madneſs, became preſently acquainted with. 


all her ſtory. Inceſfantly ſhe accuſed her- 
felf of all her diſſolute incontinencies,—pro- 


occaſion 


claimed herſelf the object of my hatred, —the . 


th 


occafion of de Melli; 8 misfortunes and as. 
this ſtrain, for ever repeated, could not for 


ever, be eſteemed the unfounded ejaculations 


of a lunatic, they were ſoon diſcovered to 


be the incoherent relation of her own ſtory! | 


I ſaw her ſeldom ; for, independent of the 
affliction it was to me, to behold her i in this 
ſad, this hopeleſs, condition, 1 could not ſee 


Theopha without recalling my own ſorrows : = 
the bleeding fhade of de Melli would in- 


ſtantly gleam before my ſhrinking eye-balls, 
accuſe me for his ſlaughter, and impel me 


almoſt into as wretched a plight as that of 


the for ever loſt, lamented, Theopha! 
In ſolitude, and ſadneſs, the time drags on. 


with melancholy career; and the untoward 


occurrences which have intervened to blaſt 
my often- indulged projects of content, and 


bappineſs, tinge every ſun-riſe with gloom, | 


and give horror to the ſhades of the evening. 
The few years which may yet be allotted me, 

muſt ever be blackened by incurable regret; 
and though the conſciouſneſs of upright in- 
tention may ſomewhat blunt the edge of ca- 
lamity, it is in a future exiſtence, where tears, 
and misfortune, can never obtrude, that my- 
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ſelf, and my deſerted Theopha, muſt look for 
happineſss. | 
Oh! thou, the obje of parental ſolici- 
tude, —unconſcious of the wiles of the world, 
and the woes that await every deviation from. 
virtue, —conſider, and lament, the unfortu- 
nate object of this relation! See in her, as 
in yourſelf, that the path of re&itude, for 
once deſerted, no after conduct, however cor- 
rect, no fighs, however ſincere, can fully 
reſtore you to the world's conſideration! 
Where incontinence has been once indulged, 
chere will ſuſpicion linger for ever, there 
will the ank, the vicked, the malig- [ 
nant, and te revengeful, pry again to detect 
it; and rather than diſappoint the bent of 
© their criminal inclination, —if once guilty, — 
they will ſlander you at their will, and pro- 
duce the known, unfortunate error, to ſane- 1 
tion their lie, and enſure your infamy ! 4 


